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Through the Window
From the Man Booker Prize-winning author of The Sense of an Ending and one of
Britain's greatest writers: a brilliant collection of essays on the books and authors
that have meant the most to him throughout his illustrious career. In these
seventeen essays (plus a short story), Julian Barnes examines the British, French
and American writers who have shaped his writing, as well as the cross-currents
and overlappings of their different cultures. From the deceptiveness of Penelope
Fitzgerald to the directness of Hemingway, from Kipling's view of France to the
French view of Kipling, from the many translations of Madame Bovary to the
fabulations of Ford Madox Ford, from the National Treasure status of George Orwell
to the despair of Michel Houellebecq, Julian Barnes considers what fiction is, and
what it can do. As he writes, "Novels tell us the most truth about life: what it is,
how we live it, what it might be for, how we enjoy and value it, and how we lose it."

The Elementary Particles
Michael Seidlinger has dared tackle one of the literary classics of the 20th century
literature and reimagined it for the 21st: and in Albert Camus’ anti-hero Meursault,
at once apathetic and violent, unable to connect with his fellow humans, Seidlinger
exhumes a perfect metaphor for the Internet Generation. Zachary Weinham,
anchorless in terms of morals and committed to nothing except commenting on
comments and their comments etc., finds himself involved in the sinister
machinations of Rios, someone he meets in a bar, and allows himself to be set
up—whether out of apathy or a desire for self-destruction it’s hard to tell. A murder
ensues. Shunned by his friends and associates, not sure of what he has gotten into,
Zachary heads for confrontation with society—and his own moral values. “For a
line to exist, it would first have to be crossed.”

The Strangest
The most celebrated and controversial French novelist of our time now delivers his
magnum opus—about art and money, love and friendship and death, fathers and
sons. The Map and the Territory is the story of an artist, Jed Martin, and his family
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and lovers and friends, the arc of his entire history rendered with sharp humor and
powerful compassion. His earliest photographs, of countless industrial objects,
were followed by a surprisingly successful series featuring Michelin road maps,
which also happened to bring him the love of his life, Olga, a beautiful Russian
working—for a time—in Paris. But global fame and fortune arrive when he turns to
painting and produces a host of portraits that capture a wide range of professions,
from the commonplace (the owner of a local bar) to the autobiographical (his
father, an accomplished architect) and from the celebrated (Bill Gates and Steve
Jobs Discussing the Future of Information Technology) to the literary (a writer
named Houellebecq, with whom he develops an unusually close relationship).
Then, while his aging father (his only living relative) flirts with oblivion, a police
inspector seeks Martin’s help in solving an unspeakably gruesome crime—events
that prove profoundly unsettling. Even so, now growing old himself, Jed Martin
somehow discovers serenity and manages to add another startling chapter to his
artistic legacy, a deeply moving conclusion to this saga of hopes and losses and
dreams.

Without God
Best-selling French novelist Michel Houellebecq pays tribute to the master of
horror, H. P. Lovecraft Part biographical sketch, part pronouncement on existence
and literature, the best-selling French novelist Michel Houellebecq's H. P. Lovecraft:
Against the World, Against Life, was published in France in 1991 and is the first nonfiction text ever published by the author. Here, France's most famous
contemporary author praises his prewar American alter ego’s style, which couldn't
be less like his own. With a foreword by Lovecraft admirer Stephen King, this
eloquently translated edition is an insightful introduction to both Lovecraft’s dark
mythology and Houellebecq’s deadpan prose.

Anti-matter
Depressive Realism argues that people with mild-to-moderate depression have a
more accurate perception of reality than non-depressives. Depressive realism is a
worldview of human existence that is essentially negative, and which challenges
assumptions about the value of life and the institutions claiming to answer life’s
problems. Drawing from central observations from various disciplines, this book
argues that a radical honesty about human suffering might initiate wholly new
ways of thinking, in everyday life and in clinical practice for mental health, as well
as in academia. Divided into sections that reflect depressive realism as a
worldview spanning all academic disciplines, chapters provide examples from
psychology, psychotherapy, philosophy and more to suggest ways in which
depressive realism can critique each discipline and academia overall. This book
challenges the tacit hegemony of contemporary positive thinking, as well as the
standard assumption in cognitive behavioural therapy that depressed individuals
must have cognitive distortions. It also appeals to the utility of depressive realism
for its insights, its pursuit of truth, as well its emphasis on the importance of
learning from negativity and failure. Arguments against depressive realism are also
explored. This book makes an important contribution to our understanding of
depressive realism within an interdisciplinary context. It will be of key interest to
academics, researchers and postgraduates in the fields of psychology, mental
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health, psychotherapy, history and philosophy. It will also be of great interest to
psychologists, psychotherapists and counsellors.

Public Enemies
Selected poems from the critically acclaimed author of Submission and The
Elementary Particles A shimmering selection of poems chosen from four collections
of one of France’s most exciting authors, Unreconciled shines a fresh light on
Michel Houellebecq and reveals the radical singularity of his work. Drawing on
themes that are similar to the ones in his novels, these poems are a journey into
the depths of individual experience and universal passions. Divided into five parts,
Unreconciled forms a narrative of love, hopelessness, catastrophe, dedication,
and—ultimately—redemption. In a world of supermarkets and public
transportation, indifferent landscapes and lonely nights, Houellebecq manages to
find traces of divine grace even as he exposes our inexorable decline into chaos.
Told through forms and rhythms that are both ancient and new, with language
steeped in the everyday, Unreconciled stands in the tradition of Baudelaire while
making a bold new claim on contemporary verse. It reveals that in addition to his
work as an incisive novelist, Houellebecq is one of our most perceptive poets with
a vision of our era that brims with tensions that cannot—and will not—be
reconciled.

Michel Houellebecq
Jordan Peterson rocketed to fame in the 2010s and has preached on everything
from the evils of postmodern neo-Marxism to the mating habits of lobsters ever
since then. The Left has since leveled many criticisms about the Canadian
psychologist, characterizing him as everything from an apologist for the alt-right to
simply not being interesting or profound. Myth and Mayhem: A Leftist Critique of
Jordan Peterson is intended as a comprehensive critical look at all aspects of his
thought, from the philosophical depths to the mundane heights. Written by four
authors who each look at a different element of his thought, it shows why taking
Peterson seriously doesn't mean embracing him. Includes an introduction by Slavoj
Zizek

Lost in the Cosmos
The boundaries between the real and the virtual break down in this literary SF
thriller from the author of If Then and The Destructives Once, Nelson was a radical
journalist, but now he works for Monad, the corporation that makes the Dr Easys,
the androids which police London’s streets. They also make the Red Men, versions
of real people imagined by a shadowy artificial intelligence… and they’re looking to
expand the program. Nelson creates Redtown, a digital version of a suburb, where
the deepest secrets and desires of its citizens can be catalogued and studied. But
the project’s goals are increasingly authoritarian and potentially catastrophic. As
the boundaries between Redtown and the real world break down and revolution
against the Red Men is imminent, Nelson is forced to choose between the
corporation and his family. File Under: Science Fiction [ Welcome to Redtown |
Singularity Satire | You Are Data | Dr Easy ]
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Myth and Mayhem
After a long period of neglect, emotions have become an important topic within
literary studies. This collection of essays stresses the complex link between
aesthetic and non-aesthetic emotional components and discusses emotional
patterns by focusing on the practice of writing as well as on the impact of such
patterns on receptive processes. Readers interested in the topic will be presented
with a concept of aesthetic emotions as formative both within the writing and the
reading process. Essays, ranging in focus from the beginning of modern drama to
digital formats and theoretical questions, examine examples from English,
German, French, Russian and American literature. Contributors include Angela
Locatelli, Vera Nünning, and Gesine Lenore Schiewer.

Ordinary Unhappiness
Michel Houellebecq is perhaps the single most successful and controversial of all
contemporary novelists writing in French. Houellebecq has become a global
publishing phenomenon: his books have been translated worldwide, three film
adaptations of his work have been produced, and the author has been the subject
of million-euro publishing deals and of successive media scandals in France. If
Houellebecq is unique in contemporary French writing, it is thanks not only to his
extraordinary success, but to the unparalleled scope of his narrative ambition. In
the work which most forcefully marked his breakthrough to the mainstream - Les
Particules élémentaires - Houellebecq made a significant appeal to the sciencefiction genre in order to undergird his critique of contemporary society. For
Houellebecq presents humanity - at least modern, western humanity - as in a
terminal state of decadence and decline and ripe for replacement by its posthuman successor. His novels narrate a metaphysical mutation or paradigm shift
through which humanity as we know it ceases to be the over-riding value or focus
of our world when it comes into conflict with a competitor in the form of a posthuman or neo-human species. It is the aim of this book to appraise the global
significance of Houellebecq's novelistic visions while at the same time situating
them within the context of French literature, culture and society.

Paraliterary
"Slavery is a part of Islam . . . Slavery is part of jihad, and jihad will remain as long
there is Islam." ¾Sheikh Saleh Al-Fawzan, author of the religious textbook AtTawhid ("Monotheism") and senior Saudi cleric. Demography is destiny. In the
22nd century European deathbed demographics have turned the continent over to
the more fertile Moslems. Atheism in Europe has been exterminated. Homosexuals
are hanged, stoned or crucified. Such Christians as remain are relegated to
dhimmitude, a form of second class citizenship. They are denied arms, denied civil
rights, denied a voice, and specially taxed via the Koranic yizya. Their sons are
taken as conscripted soldiers while their daughters are subject to the depredations
of the continent's new masters. In that world, Petra, a German girl sold into
prostitution as a slave at the age of nine to pay her family's yizya, dreams of
escape. Unlike most girls of the day, Petra can read. And in her only real
possession, her grandmother's diary, a diary detailing the fall of European
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civilization, Petra has learned of a magic place across the sea: America. But it will
take more than magic to free Petra and Europe from their bonds; it will take guns,
superior technology, and a reborn spirit of freedom. At the publisher's request, this
title is sold without DRM (Digital Rights Management). A NEW STAR OF MILITARY
SCIENCE FICTION "Caliphate is Mark Steyn's America Alone with body count."¾John
Ringo

H. P. Lovecraft
Widely acknowledged as an important, if highly controversial, figure in
contemporary literature, French novelist and poet Michel Houellebecq has elicited
diverse critical responses. In this book Carole Sweeney examines his novels as a
response to the advance of neoliberalism into all areas of affective human life. This
historicizing study argues that le monde houellebecquien is an 'atomised society'
of banal quotidian alienation populated by quietly resentful men who are the
botched subjects of late-capitalism. Addressing Houellebecq's handling of the
'failure' of the radical thought of '68, Sweeney looks at the ways in which his fiction
treats feminism, the decline of religion and the family, as well as the obsolescence
of French 'theory' and the Sartrean notion of 'engaged' literature. Reading the
world with the disappointed idealism of a contemporary moralist, Houellebecq's
novels, Sweeney argues, fluctuate between despair for the world as it is and a limp
utopian hope for a post-humanity.

The Souls of Yellow Folk: Essays
In recent years, the American fiction writer David Foster Wallace has been treated
as a symbol, as an icon, and even a film character. Ordinary Unhappiness returns
us to the reason we all know about him in the first place: his fiction. By closely
examining Infinite Jest, Brief Interviews with Hideous Men, and The Pale King, Jon
Baskin points readers to the work at the center of Wallace's oeuvre and places that
writing in conversation with a philosophical tradition that includes Wittgenstein,
Kierkegaard, and Cavell, among others. What emerges is a Wallace who not only
speaks to our postmodern addictions in the age of mass entertainment and
McDonald's but who seeks to address a quiet desperation at the heart of our
modern lives. Freud said that the job of the therapeutic process was to turn
"hysterical misery into ordinary unhappiness." This book makes a case for how
Wallace achieved this in his fiction.

In the Presence of Schopenhauer
An interrogation of art's ability to face unpleasant truths.

The Map and the Territory
In a time of political turbulence, and as the Welfare State totters under the strain in
a country that has changed dramatically since 1945, Archbishop Justin Welby sets
out to identify the values that will enable us to reimagine, and to enact, a more
hopeful future. The thesis is that the work of reimagining is as great as it was in
1945, and will happen either by accident – and thus badly – or deliberately. The
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author draws on Britain's history and Christian tradition to identify this country's
foundational values, and the building blocks necessary to implement them in a
post-Brexit, multicultural society. He explores the areas in which values are
translated into action, including the traditional three of recent history: health
(especially public, and mental), housing and education. To these he adds family;
the environment; economics and finance; peacebuilding and overseas
development; immigration; and integration. He looks particularly at the role of faith
groups in enabling, and contributing to, a fairer future. When so many are
immobilized by political turmoil, this book builds on our past to offer hope for the
future, and practical ways of achieving a more equitable society.

The Possibility of an Island
With comic brilliance and a delight in the macabre, Michel Basilières holds a funhouse mirror up to a defining moment in Canadian history and reveals, among
other things, a family having a very bad year. Holed up in a shambling house at
the base of Mount Royal is the family Desouche: three generations of English- and
French-Canadians caught in the gears of a national emergency. Their world is dark
and hard, but alive with hope and expectation. When one of the eldest, an Anglo
Montrealer, dies at the hand of one of the youngest, a militant separatist, so begins
a year of turmoil and change that culminates in the October Crisis. Grave-robbing
Grandfather consorts with prostitutes and mad scientists, loses an eye and gains a
new vision. His disenchanted wife bonds with his canny pet crow. Mother sleeps
her grief away through the seasons, while Father ineffectively schemes to get rich
quick. Meanwhile, their twin children, Marie and Jean-Baptiste, find their personal
ambitions clashing with their public actions as they derail each other at every turn.
In this wholly original novel alive with misfortune and magic, Michel Basilières
uncovers a Montreal not seen in any other English-Canadian novel: a forgotten bluecollar neighbourhood in between the two solitudes. Gothic, outrageous, yet tender
and wise, Black Bird is as liberating as the dreams of its wayward characters, and
as gripping as the insurgencies that split its heart. From the Hardcover edition.

Weird Realism
The turn of the twenty-first century has witnessed the striking advance of
pornography into the Western cultural mainstream. Symptomatic of this
development has been the use by writers, artists, and film-makers of the imagery
and aesthetics of pornography, in works which have, often on this basis, achieved
considerable international success. Amongst these artists are a number of French
authors and directors - such as Michel Houellebecq, Catherine Breillat, Virginie
Despentes, or Catherine Millet - whose work has often been dismissed as trashy or
exploitative, but whose use of pornographic material may in fact be indicative of
important contemporary concerns. In this, the first study of this significant trend,
the authors explore how the reference to pornography encodes diverse political,
cultural, and existential questions, including relations between the sexes, the
collapse of avant-garde politics, gay sexualities in the time of AIDS, the antifeminist backlash, the relation to the body and illness, the place of fantasy, and the
sexualisation of children. It will be of interest to undergraduates, graduates, and
researchers in the fields of French culture, gender, film and media studies.
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Submission
Michel Houellebecq’s Serotonin is a caustic, frightening, hilarious, raunchy,
offensive, and politically incorrect novel about the decline of Europe, Western
civilization, and humanity in general. Deeply depressed by his romantic and
professional failures, the aging hedonist and agricultural engineer Florent-Claude
Labrouste feels he is “dying of sadness.” He hates his young girlfriend, and the
feeling is almost certainly mutual; his career is pretty much over; and he has to
keep himself thoroughly medicated to cope with day-to-day life. Suffocating in the
rampant loneliness, consumerism, hedonism, and sprawl of the city, Labrouste
decides to head for the hills, returning to Normandy, where he once worked
promoting regional cheeses and where he was once in love, and even—it now
seems—happy. There he finds a countryside devastated by globalization and by
European agricultural policies, and encounters farmers longing, like Labrouste
himself, for an impossible return to a simpler age. As the farmers prepare for what
might be an armed insurrection, it becomes clear that the health of one miserable
body and of a suffering body politic are not so different, and that all parties may be
rushing toward a catastrophe that a whole drugstore’s worth of antidepressants
won’t make bearable.

Smoking Kills
Michel is a civil-servant at the Ministry of Culture. When his father is murdered,
Michel takes a leave of absence to go on a package tour to Thailand. Infuriated by
the shallow hypocrisy and mediocrity of his fellow travellers, only the awkward
Valerie attracts his attention. Too bashful to pursue her, Michel prefers the
uncomplicated pleasures of Thai massage parlours and sex with local women. Back
in Paris, he calls Valerie and they plunge into a passionate affair, which strays into
S&M, partner-swapping and sex in public. Michel quits his job, and tries to help
Valerie and her boss, Jean-Yves, in their ailing travel business, by offering travel
packages based on sex tourism in the third world. When their project comes to
fruition and the three return to Thailand, Michel discovers that sex is neither the
most consuming nor the most dangerous of human passions

Go Back to Where You Came From
A new novel by the author of Whatever follows the lives and fortunes of Bruno and
Marcel, born to a bohemian mother during the 1960s, who are brought up
separately and pursue their own individual paths--as Bruno battles madness and
sexual obsession and Michel, a molecular biologist, comes up with a unique way to
express his disgust with the violence of humankind. Reprint. 25,000 first printing.

Serotonin
A worldwide phenomenon and the most important French novelist since Camus,
Michel Houellebecq now delivers his magnum opus–a tale of our present
circumstances told from the future, when humanity as we know it has vanished.
Surprisingly poignant, philosophically compelling, and occasionally laugh-out-loud
funny, The Possibility of an Island is at once an indictment, an elegy, and a
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celebration of everything we have and are at risk of losing. It is a masterpiece from
one of the world’s most innovative writers. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Pathos, Poetry and Politics in Michel Houellebecq's Fiction
Literature departments are staffed by, and tend to be focused on turning out,
“good” readers—attentive to nuance, aware of history, interested in literary texts
as self-contained works. But the vast majority of readers are, to use Merve Emre’s
tongue-in-cheek term, “bad” readers. They read fiction and poetry to be moved,
distracted, instructed, improved, engaged as citizens. How should we think about
those readers, and what should we make of the structures, well outside the
academy, that generate them? We should, Emre argues, think of such readers not
as non-literary but as paraliterary—thriving outside the institutions we take as
central to the literary world. She traces this phenomenon to the postwar period,
when literature played a key role in the rise of American power. At the same time
as American universities were producing good readers by the hundreds, many
more thousands of bad readers were learning elsewhere to be disciplined public
communicators, whether in diplomatic and ambassadorial missions, private and
public cultural exchange programs, multinational corporations, or global activist
groups. As we grapple with literature’s diminished role in the public sphere,
Paraliterary suggests a new way to think about literature, its audience, and its
potential, one that looks at the civic institutions that have long engaged readers
ignored by the academy.

The new pornographies
The international publishing sensation is now available in the United States—two
brilliant, controversial authors confront each other and their enemies in an
unforgettable exchange of letters. In one corner, Bernard-Henri Lévy, creator of the
classic Barbarism with a Human Face, dismissed by the media as a wealthy, selfpromoting, arrogant do-gooder. In the other, Michel Houellebecq, bestselling
author of The Elementary Particles, widely derided as a sex-obsessed racist and
misogynist. What began as a secret correspondence between bitter enemies
evolved into a remarkable joint personal meditation by France’s premier literary
and political live wires. An instant international bestseller, Public Enemies has now
been translated into English for all lovers of superb insights, scandalous opinions,
and iconoclastic ideas. In wicked, wide-ranging, and freewheeling letters, the two
self-described “whipping boys” debate whether they crave disgrace or secretly
have an insane desire to please. Lévy extols heroism in the face of tyranny;
Houellebecq sees himself as one who would “fight little and badly.” Lévy says “life
does not ‘live’” unless he can write; Houellebecq bemoans work as leaving him in
such “a state of nervous exhaustion that it takes several bottles of alcohol to get
out.” There are also touching and intimate exchanges on the existence of God and
about their own families. Dazzling, delightful, and provocative, Public Enemies is a
death match between literary lions, remarkable men who find common ground,
confident that, in the end (as Lévy puts it), “it is we who will come out on top.”
From the Trade Paperback edition.

All That Man Is
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The work of Michel Houellebecq – one of the most widely read and controversial
novelists of our time – is marked by the thought of Schopenhauer. When
Houellebecq came across a copy of Schopenhauer's Aphorisms in a library in his
mid-twenties, he was bowled over by it and he hunted down a copy of his major
philosophical work, The World as Will and Representation. Houellebecq found in
Schopenhauer – the radical pessimist, the chronicler of human suffering, the lonely
misanthrope – a powerful conception of the human condition and of the future that
awaits us, and when Houellebecq’s first writings appeared in the early 1990s, the
influence of Schopenhauer was everywhere apparent. But it was only much later,
in 2005, that Houellebecq began to translate and write a commentary on
Schopenhauer’s work. He thought of turning it into a book but soon abandoned the
idea and the text remained unpublished until 2017. Now available in English for the
first time, In the Presence of Schopenhauer is the story of a remarkable encounter
between a novelist and a philosopher and a testimony to the deep and enduring
impact of Schopenhauer’s philosophy on one of France’s greatest living writers.

Black Bird
On a far future Earth, mankind's achievements are immense: artificially intelligent
robots, genetically uplifted animals, interplanetary travel, genetic modification of
the human form itself. But nothing comes without a cost. Humanity is tired, its
vigour all but gone. Society is breaking down into smaller communities, dispersing
into the countryside and abandoning the great cities of the world. As the human
race dwindles and declines, which of its great creations will inherit the Earth? And
which will claim the stars?

Reimagining Britain
"In Pathos, Poetry and Politics in Michel Houellebecq's fiction, Russell Williams
examines the literary style of France's most notorious novelist. Houellebecq is
frequently the focus of debate for his provocative comments about Islam and the
decline of Western civilisation. This book refocuses attention on how such
provocation is an integral part of the texture of his novels. Williams considers
Houellebecq's writing about literature and outlines the key principles of the
author's poetics, founded on an acute sensitivity to reading experience. He then
explores Houellebecq's earliest poetry before mapping this poetic voice into his
subsequent fiction, including Sérotonine (2019). Houellebecq's relationship with
genre fiction and the crucial issue of the authorial persona that exists in and
around his texts are also explored"--

When Tito Loved Clara
Michel Houellebecq is France’s most famous and controversial living novelist. Since
his first novel in 1994, Houellebecq’s work has been called pornographic, racist,
sexist, Islamophobic, and vulgar. His caricature appeared on the cover of the
French satirical weekly Charlie Hebdo on January 7, 2015, the day that Islamist
militants killed twelve people in an attack on their offices and also the day that his
most recent novel, Soumission—the story of France in 2022 under a Muslim
president—appeared in bookstores. Without God uses religion as a lens to examine
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how Houellebecq gives voice to the underside of the progressive ethos that has
animated French and Western social, political, and religious thought since the
1960s. Focusing on Houellebecq’s complicated relationship with religion, Louis
Betty shows that the novelist, who is at best agnostic, “is a deeply and unavoidably
religious writer.” In exploring the religious, theological, and philosophical aspects
of Houellebecq’s work, Betty situates the author within the broader context of a
French and Anglo-American history of ideas—ideas such as utopian socialism, the
sociology of secularization, and quantum physics. Materialism, Betty contends, is
the true destroyer of human intimacy and spirituality in Houellebecq’s work; the
prevailing worldview it conveys is one of nihilism and hedonism in a postmodern,
post-Christian Europe. In Betty’s analysis, “materialist horror” emerges as a
philosophical and aesthetic concept that describes and amplifies contemporary
moral and social decadence in Houellebecq’s fiction.

Depressive Realism
Houellebecq's first novel was a smash hit in France, expressing the misanthropic
voice of a generation.

City
What if the new far right poses a graver threat to liberal democracy than jihadists
or mass migration?From Europe to the United States and beyond, opportunistic
politicians have exploited economic crisis, terrorist attacks and an influx of
refugees to bring hateful and reactionary views from the margins of political
discourse into the corridors of power. This climate has already helped propel
Donald Trump to the White House, pushed Britain out of the European Union, and
put Marine Le Pen within striking distance of the French presidency. Sasha PolakowSuransky's on-the-ground reportage and interviews with the rising stars of the new
right tell the story of how we got here, tracing the global rise of anti-immigration
politics and the ruthlessly effective rebranding of Europe's new far right as
defenders of Western liberal values. Go Back to Where You Came From is an
indispensable account of why xenophobia went mainstream in countries known
historically as defenders of human rights and models of tolerance.

Violence
Finalist for the 2016 Man Booker Prize Winner of the 2016 Paris Review Plimpton
Prize for Fiction A magnificent and ambitiously conceived portrait of contemporary
life, by a genius of realism Nine men. Each of them at a different stage in life, each
of them away from home, and each of them striving--in the suburbs of Prague, in
an overdeveloped Alpine village, beside a Belgian motorway, in a dingy Cyprus
hotel--to understand what it means to be alive, here and now. Tracing a dramatic
arc from the spring of youth to the winter of old age, the ostensibly separate
narratives of All That Man Is aggregate into a picture of a single shared existence,
a picture that interrogates the state of modern manhood while bringing to life,
unforgettably, the physical and emotional terrain of an increasingly globalized
Europe. And so these nine lives form an ingenious and new kind of novel, in which
David Szalay expertly plots a dark predicament for the twenty-first-century man.
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Dark and disturbing, but also often wickedly and uproariously comic, All That Man
Is is notable for the acute psychological penetration Szalay brings to bear on his
characters, from the working-class ex-grunt to the pompous college student, the
middle-aged loser to the Russian oligarch. Steadily and mercilessly, as this
brilliantly conceived book progresses, the protagonist at the center of each chapter
is older than the last one, it gets colder out, and All That Man Is gathers exquisite
power. Szalay is a writer of supreme gifts--a master of a new kind of realism that
vibrates with detail, intelligence, relevance, and devastating pathos.

The Red Men
“Fierce and refreshing.”— Carlos Lozada, Washington Post Named a notable book
of the year by the New York Times Book Review and the Washington Post, and one
of the best books of the year by Spectator and Publishers Weekly, The Souls of
Yellow Folk is the powerful debut from one of the most acclaimed essayists of his
generation. Wesley Yang writes about race and sex without the polite lies that bore
us all.

Platform
Philosopher, cultural critic, and agent provocateur Slavoj Žižek constructs a
fascinating new framework to look at the forces of violence in our world. Using
history, philosophy, books, movies, Lacanian psychiatry, and jokes, Slavoj Žižek
examines the ways we perceive and misperceive violence. Drawing from his
unique cultural vision, Žižek brings new light to the Paris riots of 2005; he
questions the permissiveness of violence in philanthropy; in daring terms, he
reflects on the powerful image and determination of contemporary terrorists.
Violence, Žižek states, takes three forms--subjective (crime, terror), objective
(racism, hate-speech, discrimination), and systemic (the catastrophic effects of
economic and political systems)--and often one form of violence blunts our ability
to see the others, raising complicated questions. Does the advent of capitalism
and, indeed, civilization cause more violence than it prevents? Is there violence in
the simple idea of "the neighbour"? And could the appropriate form of action
against violence today simply be to contemplate, to think? Beginning with these
and other equally contemplative questions, Žižek discusses the inherent violence
of globalization, capitalism, fundamentalism, and language, in a work that will
confirm his standing as one of our most erudite and incendiary modern thinkers.

Modern Dogma and the Rhetoric of Assent
How far would you go to enjoy a cigarette? When headhunter Fabrice Valentine
faces a smoking ban at work, he decides to undertake a course of hypnotherapy to
rid himself of the habit. At first the treatment works, but his stress levels begin to
rise when he is passed over for an important promotion and he finds himself
lighting up again - but with none of his previous enjoyment. Then he discovers
something terrible: he accidentally causes a mans death, and needing a cigarette
to calm his nerves, he enjoys it more than any other previous smoke. What if he
now needs to kill someone every time he wants to properly appreciate his next
Benson and Hedges? An original and totally French black comedy from bestselling
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author, Antoine Laurain.

Michel Houellebecq and the Literature of Despair
"Perfect Worlds offers an extensive historical analysis of utopian narratives in the
Chinese and Euro-American traditions. This comparative study discusses, among
other things, More's criticism of Plato, the European orientalist search for utopia in
China, Wells's Modern Utopia and his talk with Stalin, Chinese writers constructing
their Confucianist utopia, traces of Daoism in Mao Zedong's utopianism and politics
and finally the rise of dystopian writing - a negative expression of the utopian
impulse - in Europe and America as well as in China"--P. 4 of cover.

Writing Emotions
A controversial, intelligent, and mordantly funny new novel from France's most
famous literary figure Paris, 2022. François is bored. He's a middle-aged lecturer at
the Sorbonne and an expert on J. K. Huysmans, the famous nineteenth-century
"decadent" author. But François's own decadence is considerably smaller in scale.
He sleeps with his students, eats microwave dinners, reads the classics, queues up
YouPorn. Meanwhile, it's election season. And although Francois feels "about as
politicized as a hand towel," things are getting pretty interesting. In an alliance
with the socialists, France's new Islamic party sweeps to power. Islamic law comes
into force. Women are veiled, polygamy is encouraged, and Francois is offered an
irresistible academic advancement--on condition that he convert to Islam. Adam
Gopnik in The New Yorker has said of this novel that "Houellebecq is not merely a
satirist but--more unusually--a sincere satirist, genuinely saddened by the
absurdities of history and the madnesses of mankind." Michel Houellebecq's
Submission may be satirical and melancholic, but it is also hilarious; a comic
masterpiece by one of France's great novelists.

Whatever
When should I change my mind? What can I believe and what must I doubt? In this
new "philosophy of good reasons" Wayne C. Booth exposes five dogmas of
modernism that have too often inhibited efforts to answer these questions. Modern
dogmas teach that "you cannot reason about values" and that "the job of thought
is to doubt whatever can be doubted," and they leave those who accept them
crippled in their efforts to think and talk together about whatever concerns them
most. They have willed upon us a "befouled rhetorical climate" in which people are
driven to two self-destructive extremes—defenders of reason becoming confined to
ever narrower notions of logical or experimental proof and defenders of "values"
becoming more and more irresponsible in trying to defend the heart, the gut, or
the gonads. Booth traces the consequences of modernist assumptions through a
wide range of inquiry and action: in politics, art, music, literature, and in personal
efforts to find "identity" or a "self." In casting doubt on systematic doubt, the
author finds that the dogmas are being questioned in almost every modern
discipline. Suggesting that they be replaced with a rhetoric of "systematic assent,"
Booth discovers a vast, neglected reservoir of "good reasons"—many of them
known to classical students of rhetoric, some still to be explored. These "good
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reasons" are here restored to intellectual respectability, suggesting the possibility
of widespread new inquiry, in all fields, into the question, "When should I change
my mind?"

Unreconciled
Entertainment Weekly's Favorite Novel of 2011 Esquire's 2011 Book of the Year A
New York Times Notable Book for 2011 A Washington Post Notable Fiction Book for
2011 One of NPR's 10 Best Novels of 2011 Ten years after 9/11, a dazzling,
kaleidoscopic novel reimagines its aftermath A jury gathers in Manhattan to select
a memorial for the victims of a devastating terrorist attack. Their fraught
deliberations complete, the jurors open the envelope containing the anonymous
winner's name—and discover he is an American Muslim. Instantly they are cast
into roiling debate about the claims of grief, the ambiguities of art, and the
meaning of Islam. Their conflicted response is only a preamble to the country's.
The memorial's designer is an enigmatic, ambitious architect named Mohammad
Khan. His fiercest defender on the jury is its sole widow, the self-possessed and
mediagenic Claire Burwell. But when the news of his selection leaks to the press,
she finds herself under pressure from outraged family members and in collision
with hungry journalists, wary activists, opportunistic politicians, fellow jurors, and
Khan himself—as unknowable as he is gifted. In the fight for both advantage and
their ideals, all will bring the emotional weight of their own histories to bear on the
urgent question of how to remember, and understand, a national tragedy. In this
deeply humane novel, the breadth of Amy Waldman's cast of characters is
matched by her startling ability to conjure their perspectives. A striking portrait of
a fractured city striving to make itself whole, The Submission is a piercing and
resonant novel by an important new talent.

Perfect Worlds
As Hölderlin was to Martin Heidegger and Mallarmé to Jacques Derrida, so is H.P.
Lovecraft to the Speculative Realist philosophers. Lovecraft was one of the
brightest stars of the horror and science fiction magazines, but died in poverty and
relative obscurity in the 1930s. In 2005 he was finally elevated from pulp status to
the classical literary canon with the release of a Library of America volume
dedicated to his work. The impact of Lovecraft on philosophy has been building for
more than a decade. Initially championed by shadowy guru Nick Land at Warwick
during the 1990s, he was later discovered to be an object of private fascination for
all four original members of the twenty-first century Speculative Realist movement.
In this book, Graham Harman extracts the basic philosophical concepts underlying
the work of Lovecraft, yielding a weird realism capable of freeing continental
philosophy from its current soul-crushing impasse. Abandoning pious references by
Heidegger to Hölderlin and the Greeks, Harman develops a new philosophical
mythology centered in such Lovecraftian figures as Cthulhu, Wilbur Whately, and
the rat-like monstrosity Brown Jenkin. The Miskatonic River replaces the Rhine and
the Ister, while Hölderlin's Caucasus gives way to Lovecraft's Antarctic mountains
of madness.

Caliphate
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“A mock self-help book designed not to help but to provoke . . . to inveigle us into
thinking about who we are and how we got into this mess.” (Los Angeles Times
Book Review). Filled with quizzes, essays, short stories, and diagrams, Lost in the
Cosmos is National Book Award–winning author Walker Percy’s humorous take on a
familiar genre—as well as an invitation to serious contemplation of life’s biggest
questions. One part parody and two parts philosophy, Lost in the Cosmos is an
enlightening guide to the dilemmas of human existence, and an unrivaled spin on
self-help manuals by one of modern America’s greatest literary masters.

The Submission
A moving and dramatic novel of a suburban wife and mother whose past comes
back to haunt her . . . Clara Lugo has escaped her difficult and tumultuous
childhood in a Dominican neighborhood in the northern reaches of Manhattan. Now
she tries to live a settled professional life with her American husband and son in
the suburbs of New Jersey—often thwarted by Clara’s constellation of relatives who
don’t understand her gringa ways. Her mostly happy life is disrupted, however,
when Tito, a former boyfriend from fifteen years earlier, reappears. He still carries
a torch for Clara, and she harbors a secret from their past. Their reunion will set in
motion an unraveling of both of their lives—and reveal what assimilation, or the
absence of it, has cost them both . . . “Michaud’s quiet account of a foundering
marriage and his forays into the mind of an abused child and her adult self are
perfectly done.” —Booklist
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