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The Tale of Despereaux
The Player King
These 19 folk stories originated by the Indians of South America include tales
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about giants, witches, and animals

A Teacher's Guide to Crispin: The Cross of Lead
Black-and-white images follow one after another. The story of an immigrant family
alone in a big city. Close-ups of a mother, a son -- faces filled with heartache and
joy. Plenty of action. Excitement. Melodrama. A Silent Movie.

Crispin : the Cross of Lead by Avi : Novel Study
Ninth-grader Philip Malloy's suspension for humming "The Star-Spangled Banner"
during homeroom becomes a national news story.

The Book Without Words
Perloo, a peaceful scholar who has been chosen to succeed Jolaine as leader of the
furry underground people called the Montmers, finds himself in danger when
Jolaine dies and her evil son seizes control of the burrow.

Angelhood
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A brave mouse, a covetous rat, a wishful serving girl, and a princess named Pea
come together in Kate DiCamillo's Newbery Medal–winning tale. Welcome to the
story of Despereaux Tilling, a mouse who is in love with music, stories, and a
princess named Pea. It is also the story of a rat called Roscuro, who lives in the
darkness and covets a world filled with light. And it is the story of Miggery Sow, a
slow-witted serving girl who harbors a simple, impossible wish. These three
characters are about to embark on a journey that will lead them down into a
horrible dungeon, up into a glittering castle, and, ultimately, into each other's lives.
What happens then? As Kate DiCamillo would say: Reader, it is your destiny to find
out. With black-and-white illustrations and a refreshed cover by Timothy Basil
Ering.

On The Wings of Heroes
Avi's ground-breaking graphic novel gets a stunning new cover to celebrate its
twentieth anniversary! Two kids fight to save their city from eternal winter in this
gripping fantasy by Newbery Medalist Avi, illustrated by three-time Sibert Honoree
Brian Floca. "To begin with--there were these KURBS. These Kurbs owned an
Islandwith their POWER they controlled both day and nightYears ago, when People
first came to the Kurbs' Island, they wanted to build themselves a City." The Kurbs
give people light and warmth to establish a city, on one condition: The people must
return the Power every year or risk losing the city--forever. This system works for
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centuries until evil Mr. Underton tries to steal the Power. If he succeeds, the Kurbs
will take back the City, reducing it to a dark and frozen tundra. It's up to Carlos and
Sarah to find the Power--housed in a subway token--and keep the City safe, despite
secrets of Sarah's history that are entwined with the token. What ensues is a race
against darkness. A race against the lies of the past. And most of all, a race against
time.

Tales from Silver Lands
A sudden trip to a seaside house. A boy with brown sugar eyes. And then , a
mysterious letter.Felicity's glamorous parents have a secret. When they leave her
with distant relatives in Maine, far away from the battles of WWII, Felicity hopes
they won't be gone for long. Her new Uncle Gideon hides things. Her Aunt Miami is
star-crossed. And Derek, a kid her age, refuses to leave his room.But Felicity needs
Derek's help. Gideon is getting coded letters from Felicity's parents, and she's sure
they're in trouble. Can Felicity crack the code, heal the family and save her
parents, all while surviving her first crush? It's a tall order for a small girl, but
Felicity is up for the challenge.

Poppy
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Avi's treasured Newbery Honor Book now in expanded After Words edition!Thirteenyear-old Charlotte Doyle is excited to return home from her school in England to
her family in Rhode Island in the summer of 1832. But when the two families she
was supposed to travel with mysteriously cancel their trips, Charlotte finds herself
the lone passenger on a long sea voyage with a cruel captain and a mutinous crew.
Worse yet, soon after stepping aboard the ship, she becomes enmeshed in a
conflict between them! What begins as an eagerly anticipated ocean crossing turns
into a harrowing journey, where Charlotte gains a villainous enemy . . . and is put
on trial for murder!After Words material includes author Q & A, journal writing tips,
and other activities that bring Charlotte's world to life!

City of Light, City of Dark
Twenty-five-year-old Jack Sparrow is a clean-cut merchant seaman pursuing a
legitimate career as a first mate for the East India Trading Company. He
sometimes thinks back to his boyhood pirating days, but he doesn't miss Teague's
scrutiny or the constant threat of the noose. Besides, he doesn't have much
choice—he broke the Code when he freed a friend who had been accused of rogue
piracy, and he can no longer show his face in Shipwreck Cove. When Jack's ship is
attacked by pirates and his captain dies in the altercation, he suddenly finds
himself in command.
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The Medieval Messenger
In 1893 New York, thirteen-year-old Maks, a newsboy, teams up with Willa, a
homeless girl, to clear his older sister, Emma, from charges that she stole from the
brand new Waldorf Hotel, where she works. Includes historical notes.

The Man Who Was Poe
Davy Bowman’s dad looks forward to Halloween more than a kid, and Davy’s
brother, Bill, flies B-17s. Davy adores these two heroes and tries his best to follow
their lead, especially now. World War II has invaded Davy’s homefront boyhood.
Bill has joined up, breaking their dad’s heart. It’s an intense, confusing time, and
one that will spur Davy to grow up in a hurry. This is one of Richard Peck’s finest
novels—a tender, unforgettable portrait of the World War II home front and a
family’s enduring love.

The Seer of Shadows
H "Avi's plot is engineered for maximum thrills, with twists, turns, and treachery
aplenty. . . . A page-turner to delight Avi's fans, it will leave readers hoping for a
sequel."-Publishers Weekly (starred review) H " . . . [T]he book is a page-turner
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from beginning to end . . . [A] meticulously crafted story, full of adventure,
mystery, and action." -School Library Journal (starred review) "Historical fiction at
its finest."-VOYA

Pirates of the Caribbean: The Price of Freedom
An astounding tale of courage, belonging and endurance from a renowned
storyteller. Tree-ear has a dream. He has watched the master potter Min take a
lump of clay and shape it into a thing of beauty. For Tree-ear the transformation is
a miracle. Someday he wants to perform such a miracle himself. But you cannot
just walk up to a master potter and ask him to teach you his craft, especially not if
you're an orphan like Tree-ear. First Tree-ear must prove he is worthy of Min's time
and teachings. So he asks the honourable master if he can work for him, without
pay, for the privilege of being near such talent. Tree-ear has taken his first step
toward his dream. If Tree-ear takes it one hill, one valley, one day at a time, just
maybe, he'll be able to make his dream come true. 'Readers will not soon forget
these characters or their sacrifices.' Publishers Weekly Contains Linda Sue Park's
2002 Newbery Award acceptance speech.

I, Emma Freke
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The adventures of eleven-year-old Adam as he travels the open roads of thirteenthcentury England searching for his missing father, a minstrel, and his stolen red
spaniel, Nick.

Nothing But the Truth
The Slave Dancer
I, Emma Freke is a charming search-for-identity story about Emma—the only
"normal" member of her quirky family. While Emma desperately tries to find her
niche, she discovers that perhaps it's better to be her own "freak" than someone
else's Freke.

Midnight Magic
The more I came to know of the world, the more I knew I knew it not. He was a
nameless orphan, marked for death by his masters for an unknown crime.
Discovering his name— Crispin—only intensified the mystery. Then Crispin met
Bear, who helped him learn the secret of his full identity. And in Bear—the
enormous, red-bearded juggler, sometime spy, and everyday philosopher—Crispin
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also found a new father and a new world. Now Crispin and Bear have set off to live
their lives as free men

Blue Heron
Newbery Medal winner The Cross of Lead is "a page-turner from beginning to end
full of adventure, mystery, and action" (School Library Journal). "Avi's plot is
engineered for maximum thrills, with twists, turns, and treachery aplenty. . . . A
page-turner to delight Avi's fans, it will leave readers hoping for a
sequel."-Publishers Weekly (starred review) " . . . [T]he book is a page-turner from
beginning to end . . . [A] meticulously crafted story, full of adventure, mystery, and
action." -School Library Journal (starred review) "Historical fiction at its
finest."-VOYA

A Guide for Using Crispin: The Cross of Lead in the Classroom
In the Colorado mountain town of Steamboat Springs there must be three hundred
dogs. Jack's malamute, McKinley, is the leader of them all. But Jack, being human,
has no way of knowing that. For him, his family's dog is just a great pal. And
protector. Jack cannot know that Redburn, a "leash-licking" Irish setter, is
McKinley's rival for the job of head dog. The boy cannot know, with the sudden
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hillside appearance of a she-wolf, Lupin, that not only McKinley's job -- but his life -is in danger. Lupin's message: Dogs free yourselves from mankind. Come join us,
we who need you to replenish our diminishing wolf pack in the wild. But imagine
how a good dog, loyal to his human pup, would hear Lupin's call! McKinley's
thrilling story tells itself, as first he and the boy together encounter Lupin in a
canyon perfect for an old-time ambush, and later as they try to save her from both
Redburn and a neighbor, a vicious man armed with a gun and a grudge. No one -not even McKinley -- can foresee the end.

Silent Movie
April 3, 1778 He may be just thirteen, but Jonathan knows he's ready to go to the
war against the British. He can handle a gun. He yearns to battle for glory, just like
his brother and cousin. So when Jonathan hears the tavern bell toll, calling men to
fight, he runs to join them. He doesn't realize that in just twenty-four hours, his life
will be forever altered -- by the war, by his fellow soldiers, and by the terrible
choices he must make.

Crispin: At the Edge of the World
Having tried for years to unlock the secrets of the magical Book Without Words, old
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man Thorston dies in failure and the book is passed on to his servant, Sybil, and
her magical raven who eagerly begin the process of breaking the code in the hopes
of gaining vast riches and eternal life--despite the great risks they know they will
face. Reprint.

The Secret School
Lives hang in the balance in this gripping Revolutionary War adventure from a
beloved Newbery Medalist. In 1776, young Sophia Calderwood witnesses the
execution of Nathan Hale in New York City, which is newly occupied by the British
army. Sophia is horrified by the event and resolves to do all she can to help the
American cause. Recruited as a spy, she becomes a maid in the home of General
Clinton, the supreme commander of the British forces in America. Through her
work she becomes aware that someone in the American army might be switching
sides, and she uncovers a plot that will grievously damage the Americans if it
succeeds. But the identity of the would-be traitor is so shocking that no one
believes her, and so Sophia decides to stop the treacherous plot herself, at great
personal peril: She’s young, she’s a girl, and she’s running out of time. And if she
fails, she’s facing an execution of her own. Master storyteller Avi shows exactly
how personal politics can be in this “nail-biting thriller” (Publishers Weekly) that is
rich in historical detail and rife with action.
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The Good Dog
A Teacher's Guide to Crispin: The Cross of Lead is a complete novel study for Avi's
novel Crispin: The Cross of Lead. Students will be pushed beyond a cursory reading
of the novel with questions and activities geared towards using higher order
thinking skills. Students will step into the lives of the various characters and
explore the different themes through comprehensive questions and activities. This
guide includes: chapter by chapter questions, full and in depth answer keys,
writing activities, discussion questions, before and after reading ideas, tests and
keys, research ideas, and vocabulary building exercises.

Crispin: The End of Time
This heart-stopping historical mystery from plot-master Avi will reach the wide
audience it deserves with its fresh and compelling new cover treatment! The night
Edmund's twin sister, Sis, goes missing, the streets of nineteenth-century
Providence, Rhode Island, are filled with menacing shadows. As Edmund frantically
searches the city, he tries to make sense of what happened: He only left Sis alone
long enough to buy bread. How did she vanish in the mere minutes he was gone?
Just as Edmund is about to lose hope of finding her, a stranger appears out of the
mist and offers to help. But the man is gloomy and full of secrets. He seems to
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need Edmund to carry out plans of his own. Can Edmund trust him? And if he
doesn't take the chance, how will he ever find his sister?

The Romeo and Juliet Code
A book that introduces you to the era that gave us the Crusades and the Black
Death. A fresh and lively look at history, cunningly disguised as a tabloid
newspaper, with features galore!

Perloo the Bold
In this powerful historical novel a thirteen-year-old boy is kidnapped and brought
aboard a slave ship, where he is forced to play music that will entice the slaves to
exercise.

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle
Boston Globe-Horn Book Award Winner * ALA Notable Book * ALA Booklist Editors’
Choice * School Library Journal Best Book “This exciting story is richly visual. The
underlying messages, to challenge unjust authority and to rely on logic and belief
in oneself, are palatably blended with action and suspense.” — School Library
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Journal The second book in the beloved Poppy series by Newbery Medal–winning
author Avi, with inviting illustrations from Caldecott Medal–winning artist Brian
Floca, is now available as an ebook for the first time. Poppy knew she was taking a
risk following her beloved Ragweed to Bannock Hill, but a night of dancing with the
handsome golden mouse was just too tempting. So when Ragweed is scooped up
by the sinister owl, Mr. Ocax, who rules over Dimwood forest, she’s devastated.
Her whole life she was warned of Mr. Ocax’s evil ways…how could she have been
so foolish to put herself and Ragweed at risk? To make matters worse, when Poppy
attempts to move with her family to a different part of the woods where the food
supply is richer, Mr. Ocax refuses to let them go. Despite what she’s been led to
believe for years, Mr. Ocax is not as strong as he wants the mice to think he is.
Armed with the bravery, gumption, and wit of a hero, Poppy embarks on a
dangerous quest—joined by the irascible but lovable porcupine, Ereth—to defeat
Mr. Ocax and lead her family to a better home. A perennially popular story of
courage and determination, Poppy is a fixture on state award lists and in
classrooms across the country.

Crispin: The Cross of Lead - Literature Kit Gr. 7-8
Set in the fourteenth century, the classic story of one boy's personal heroism when
he loses the use of his legs.
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The Mayor of Central Park
Life is good for Oscar Westerwit. He's the mayor of Central Park -- the greatest
place on earth for the squirrels, chipmunks, mice, and other animals who live
there. He's the shortstop and manager of his baseball team. What could be bad?
Plenty! Big Daddy Duds, jewel thief, all-around thug, and leader of rats, is about to
take over the park. And when he does, the other animals who live there will be
turned out of their homes. Everyone looks to Oscar to save the day, but he may
not even be able to save himself. . . .

Crispin
Horace Carpetine does not believe in ghosts. Raised to believe in science and
reason, Horace Carpetine passes off spirits as superstition. Then he becomes an
apprentice photographer and discovers an eerie—and even
dangerous—supernatural power in his very own photographs. When a wealthy lady
orders a portrait to place by her daughter's gravesite, Horace's employer, Enoch
Middleditch, schemes to sell her more pictures—by convincing her that her
daughter's ghost has appeared in the ones he's already taken. It's Horace's job to
create images of the girl. Yet Horace somehow captures the girl's spirit along with
her likeness. And when the spirit escapes the photographs, Horace discovers he's
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released a ghost bent on a deadly revenge. . . .

A Single Shard
More than anything, Ida Bidson wants to become a teacher. To do that, she must
finish eighth grade, then go on to high school. But her dream falters when the oneroom school in her remote Colorado town shuts down. Her only hope is to keep the
school open without anyone finding out. Yet even a secret school needs a teacher.
Ida can't be it. . . . Or can she? In the spirit of The True Confessions of Charlotte
Doyle, Newbery Medal winner Avi creates an inspiring story of a headstrong girl
determined to control her own destiny.

Adam of the Road
Falsely accused of theft and murder, an orphaned peasant boy in fourteenthcentury England flees his village and meets a larger-than-life juggler who holds a
dangerous secret.

The Cross of Lead
For use in schools and libraries only. Accused of a crime he did not commit, Crispin
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has been declared a "wolf's head." That means he may be killed on sight, by
anyone. If he wishes to remain alive, he must flee his tiny village.

Sophia's War
What is magic really for? As Maggie approaches her thirteenth birthday, she wants
to believe that some kind of magic can stop the changes all around her. Her visit
with her father and his new family at a lakeside cabin makes her wonder. Will he
still love her as much, now that he has a new family, or will he love her baby halfsister more? Her father seems troubled and withdrawn and, while he insists
nothing is wrong, she worries. Alone with her own secret thoughts, Maggie finds
comfort in the beautiful blue heron she visits at the lake every morning. With each
visit, she grows more attached to the bird, and she becomes aware that someone
else is watching, too -- someone who's putting the bird in great danger. Through
her determination to protect the bird, Maggie begins to understand the magic of
change in her own life, and in the constantly changing world around her.

The Door in the Wall
As long as I could keep myself out of bondage, I would be true to Bear's teaching.
And so it was that beyond all else, I was determined to keep my freedom. After the
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death of their beloved mentor, Bear, Crispin and Troth are more desperate than
ever, wandering the desolate French countryside, where they don't speak the
language and know no one. The only hope they cling to is that somehow they can
reach Iceland, where Bear had said there were no kings or lords, and where they
can live in freedom. Crispin is determined to fulfill this dream, both for himself and
to honor Bear's memory. But the road to liberty is filled with danger, betrayal, and
loss. Crispin must decide for himself what freedom really means—and how high a
price he is willing to pay for it.

Crispin
Seventeen-year-old theater geek Nanette believes her life is headed toward
stardom on Broadway. But when her dream theater college rejects her and her
best friend dies in a terrible accident, Nanette decides the world would be better
off without her. Unfortunately, the afterlife offers something less than a heavenly
situation. Trapped between alternating periods of utter darkness and light, Nanette
is stuck following a high school freshman around. Soon, she learns she’s a guardian
angel, and the only way she can earn her wings is to keep her young charge, Vera,
from committing the same sin she did—taking her own life. Unfortunately, Nanette
is missing more than just her wings. She has no tangible body or voice, either.
Frustrated by her inability to reach out to Vera and haunted by memories of her old
life, Nanette wants to give up, but then she sees what happens when another
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Guardian at the high school turns his back on his charge. The shock is enough to
supercharge Nanette’s determination. She’s going to find peace in the afterlife…as
soon as she can convince Vera that living is what life is all about.

The Fighting Ground
In Italy in 1491, Mangus the magician and his apprentice are summoned to the
castle of Duke Claudio to determine if his daughter is indeed being haunted by a
ghost. Reissue.

The Crispin: Cross of Lead
“Swiftly moving and utterly engrossing.” —Shelf Awareness Parents’ Choice
Recommended From Newbery Award–winning author Avi comes the gripping and
amazingly true tale of a boy plucked from the gutter to become the King of
England. England, 1486. King Henry VII has recently snatched the English Crown
and now sits on the throne, while young Prince Edward, who has a truer claim, has
apparently disappeared. Meanwhile, a penniless kitchen boy named Lambert
Simnel is slaving away at a tavern in Oxford—until a mysterious friar, Brother
Simonds, buys Lambert from the tavern keeper and whisks him away in the dead
of night. But this is nothing compared to the secret that the friar reveals: You,
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Lambert, are actually Prince Edward, the true King of England! With the aid of the
deceitful Earl of Lincoln, Brother Simonds sets out to teach the boy how to become
the rightful English king. Lambert has everything to gain and nothing to lose, or so
he thinks. Yet in this dangerous battle for the throne, Lambert is not prepared for
what’s to come—or for what it really means to play at being a king.

City of Orphans
In this State Standards-aligned Literature Kit™, we divide the novel by chapters or
sections and feature reading comprehension and vocabulary questions. In every
chapter, we include Before You Read and After You Read questions. The Before You
Read activities prepare students for reading by setting a purpose for reading. They
stimulate background knowledge and experience, and guide students to make
connections between what they know and what they will learn. The After You Read
activities check students' comprehension and extend their learning. Students are
asked to give thoughtful consideration of the text through creative and evaluative
short-answer questions and journal prompts. Also included are writing tasks,
graphic organizers, comprehension quiz, test prep, word search, and crossword to
further develop students' critical thinking and writing skills, and analysis of the
text. About the Novel: Crispin: The Cross of Lead is the Newbery Medal winning
story of a young boy hiding from the law. Set in 14th Century England, the young
boy, only known as Crispin, finds himself on the run from Lord Furnival and his evil
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steward, John Aycliffe. When Crispin overhears the private conversation of Aycliffe
and another man in the forest, he becomes the object of a massive hunt. Crispin
then flees from the area after his only allies, his mother and Father Quinel, are
dead. Crispin soon meets up with Bear, a travelling entertainer, who trains him in
the arts of the mummer. Bear is not what he seems however, and Crispin is thrown
into a life full of dangerous adventures that lead to a dramatic ending where the
secret of Crispin’s heritage is revealed. All of our content is aligned to your State
Standards and are written to Bloom's Taxonomy.
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