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The Political Economy of Regionalism in East Asia
Democratizing Water Governance in the Mekong Region
This book contributes to the theoretical and empirical literature on Asian regionalism, with a focus on the innovations
needed to reform the current institutional architecture in Asia. After reviewing the key issues and challenges related to the
political economy of Asia’s economic cooperation and integration, the book discusses various aspects of regionalism from
political and economic perspectives. It looks at the rationale for regional collective action and reviews the trend of economic
integration with a focus on the implications of the global financial crisis. In addition to reviewing the key issues related to
the development of regional institutions for integration, the book analyzes issues such as trade and finance and deals with
the implications of regionalism in terms of the introduction of domestic reforms in Asian countries before discussing the
possible formation of a region-wide economic community. The eight chapters of the book are based on respective papers
initially prepared for the Asian Development Bank Institute Conference 2010.
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Urban Development in the Greater Mekong Subregion
International Water Security
Developing the Mekong
Social Challenges for the Mekong Region
Proceedings of the 6th International Conference on Thai Studies
Development Co-operation
Congressional Record
The United States, the Mekong Committee and Thailand
This report argues that for African countries to reap developmental gains from intra-African trade and regional integration,
they need to place the building of productive capacities and domestic entrepreneurship at the heart of the policy agenda
for boosting intra-regional trade. It also analyses the range of strategies and complementary policies that will be needed,
besides trade policies, to ensure that regional integration enhances African enterprise development and economic
development in general. It explores, among others, the role of national and regional industrial policy and the scope for
developing regional development corridors. Lessons are drawn from other developmental regional experiences.

Mekong Tourism
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"Dancing with the Dragon offers valuable perspectives on China's interactions with the developing world." ---Dali Yang,
University of Chicago --

Economic Development in Africa Report 2013
An exploration of the evolution of regionalism and regional economic relations in East Asia since the late 1990s. The book
analyzes moves towards free trade agreements, cooperation in information technology, energy and environment, and
agriculture, by highlighting preferences and actions of governmental and business actors.

The Water-Food-Energy Nexus in the Mekong Region
This book analyses collaboration in the Greater Mekong Subregion. It explores inter-state cooperation and the role of
subnational units (provincial and local governments) and transnational actors (NGOs, firms) in building and maintaining the
subregion. It also considers the relationships between actors on the three levels, their influences within the structures of
decision-making in the GMS, their policy pronouncements and roles in the GMS. After exploring the historical background of
cooperation in the GMS, the author discusses how far cooperation in the GMS has developed from the mere promotion of
the national interest of individual states towards an institution as an independent actor able to influence relationships
between its member states instead of only being influenced by them. Hensengerth scrutinises the nature of GMS
cooperation and the character and capabilities of the institution of the GMS, exemplified by the bilateral relations between
China and Vietnam. Here, the study will combine the analysis of subregionalism and institution-building in the GMS with an
analysis of China-Vietnam relations by combining theoretical approaches to regional integration in the form of the regime
approach with foreign policy analysis This book will appeal to academics within international relations, Southeast Asian
regional and China or Vietnam country specialists.

Regionalism in China-Vietnam Relations
This book examines the distinctive evolution of the political and economic relationships of East Asia. It does this by placing
East Asian development in the unique historical circumstances that have underpinned its rise to power over the last few
decades. This detailed analysis provides the basis for an assessment of a unified East Asian region.

The Political Economy of Asian Regionalism
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Dancing with the Dragon
The catchment area of the Mekong River and its tributaries extends from China, through Burma/Myanmar, Thailand, Laos,
Cambodia and to Vietnam. The water resources of the Mekong region - from the Irrawaddy and Nu-Salween in the west,
across the Chao Phraya to the Lancang-Mekong and Red River in the east- are increasingly contested. Governments,
companies, and banks are driving new investments in roads, dams, diversions, irrigation schemes, navigation facilities,
power plants and other emblems of conventional 'development'. Their plans and interventions should provide some
benefits, but also pose multiple burdens and risks to millions of people dependent on wetlands, floodplains and aquatic
resources, in particular, the wild capture fisheries of rivers and lakes. This book examines how large-scale projects are
being proposed, justified, and built. How are such projects contested and how do specific governance regimes influence
decision making? The book also highlights the emergence of new actors, rights and trade-off debates, and the social and
environmental consequences of 'water resources development'. This book shows how diverse, and often antagonistic,
ideologies and interests are contesting for legitimacy. It argues that the distribution of decision-making, political, and
discursive power influences how the waterscapes of the region will ultimately look and how benefits, costs and risks will be
distributed. These issues are crucial for the transformation of waterscapes and the prospects for democratizing water
governance in the Mekong region. The book is part of the action-research of the M-POWER (Mekong Program on Water,
Environment and Resilience) knowledge network. Published with IFAD, CG|AR Challenge Program on Water & Food, MPOWER, Project ECHEL-EAU and HEINRICH BOLL STIFTUNG

The Mekong Committee
This Brief provides a cross-sectional analysis of development-directed investments in the wider Mekong region. The wider
Mekong region includes Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam, Myanmar, and the Chinese province of Yunnan. Evidence
highlights that a few critical dynamics, including human migration, natural resource flows, and financial investments,
generate a high level of connectivity between these countries. Such high levels of connectivity increase complexity and the
potential for ripple effects of national decisions. The emerging links between countries can unfold in financial investments,
migration, or the flow of resources. As these links intensify the regional connectivity increases and over time a highly
connected region can emerge, as experienced by the Mekong region. This Brief also contains a chapter at the end of the
book featuring numerous charts and diagrams further illustrating the impact of development activities in the area.

The Sustainability of Rural Systems in Developing Countries
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Asian Development Bank Special Funds
In Southeast Asia, China's growing economic and political strength has been accompanied by adept diplomacy and active
promotion of regional cooperation, institutions and integration. Southeast Asian states and China engage in 'strategic
regionalism': they seek regional membership for regime legitimation and collective bargaining; and regional integration to
enhance economic development, regarded as essential for ensuring national and regime security. Sino-Southeast Asian
regionalism is exemplified by the development plans for the Mekong River basin, where ambitious projects for building
regional infrastructural linkages and trade contribute to mediating the security concerns of the Mekong countries. However,
Mekong regionalism also generates new insecurities. Developing the resources of the Mekong has led to serious challenges
in terms of governance, distribution and economic externalities. Resource-allocation and exploitation conflicts occur most
obviously within the realm of water projects, especially hydropower development programmes. While such disputes are not
likely to erupt into armed conflict because of the power asymmetry between China and the lower Mekong states, they
exacerbate Southeast Asian concerns about China's rise and undermine Chinese rhetoric about peaceful development. But
the negative security consequences of developing the Mekong are also due to the shared economic imperative, and the
Southeast Asian states' own difficulties with collective action due to existing intramural conflicts.

Regionalism in Asia
The intriguing and provocative results on the effects of the single European market and NAFTA make this short book worth
a read, even if one is concerned only with how developing countries have been affected by regional trade agreements that
do not include them. Peter J. Montiel, Journal of Regional Science This book is an excellent attempt to pin down the effects
of regional economic integration on developing countries. . . it will prove to be a good guide for researchers and students of
development economics working in the area of regional trading arrangements, and policymakers and governments which
are in the process of exploring the possibilities of forming free trade areas. Pravakar Sahoo, Development Policy Review
Students interested in either the methodological issues inherent in research on trade or on the economics of trading blocs
in general would profit from the book. James J. Hentz, The European Journal of Development Research Questions related to
the economics of regionalism became increasingly important beginning in the late 1980s, when regional groupings started
to become very popular as a tool of commercial policy. The goal of this book is to address the question of whether or not
regionalism in developed countries has truly benefited developing countries and to what degree regionalism among
developing countries and between developed and developing countries will improve economic development prospects.
Mordechai Kreinin and Michael Plummer consider the implications of the emerging global trend of economic regionalism for
developing countries. The analysis focuses on the trade and investment effects of integration in developed countries on
developing countries, as well as the ramifications of regional integration in the latter. After an extensive review of the
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theoretical and empirical literature pertinent to the economics of regionalism, the book considers the ex-post trade and
direct-foreign-investment effects of the Single Market Program in Europe and NAFTA, followed by chapters on ASEAN and
economic integration in Latin America, primarily MERCOSUR. The study suggests three salient conclusions. First, in
designing preferential trading arrangements, developed countries should recognize and attempt to minimize the possible
discriminating effect on developing countries. Second, the developing countries have an abiding interest in the success of
WTO negotiations that would minimize the discrimination against them of regional groupings in Europe and North America.
And third, any customs unions or free-trade areas among the developing countries themselves should be outward-looking if
they are to enhance the welfare of developing countries. Economists and policy scholars, as well as readers interested in
regionalism and economic development, will find this book a great resource.

Saturday Review
Rising China's Influence in Developing Asia
Developing the Mekong
Especially since the Cold War, research relating to international relations is Asia has grown expoentially and, to make sense
of what is now a vast and unweidly corpus of literature, this collection from the Critical Issues in Modern Politics series
brings together the best and most influential work in the field.

Economic Integration and Development
Rising China has been reshaping world order for the last two decades, but this volume argues that we cannot accurately
understand rising China's global impacts without first investigating whether and how its growing power resources are
translated into actual influence over other states' choices and policies. Concentrating on the developing countries in East
and South Asia, where the power asymmetry is greatest and China ought to have the biggest influence, the volume
investigates China's influence in bilateral relationships, and on key political actors from these countries within key issue
areas and international institutions. Using an influence framework, the volume demonstrates how China tends to try to gain
the support of smaller and weaker countries without forcing them to change their preferences or to act against their own
interests. China does purposefully coerce, induce, or persuade others to behave in certain ways, but whether and the extent
to which it succeeds is determined as much by the reactions, political context and decision-making processes of the target
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states, as it is by how skilfully Chinese actors deploy these tools. The contributors detail how China's influence even over
these weaker states does not result from easy applications of power; rather it tends to be mediated through the competing
interests of target state actors, the imperatives of other existing security and economic relationships, and more complex
strategic thinking than we might expect. The book's findings carry lessons for conceptual refinement, as well as policy
implications for those coping with China's reshaping of international order.

Contemporary Southeast Asia
Contested Waterscapes in the Mekong Region
Science, Technology, and American Diplomacy
Based on research carried out over the three decades, this book compares the post-war political economies of Cambodia,
Laos and Vietnam in the context of their individual and collective impact on contemporary efforts at regional integration.
The author highlights the different paths to reform taken by the three neighbours and the effect this has had on regional
plans for economic development through the ASEAN and the Greater Mekong Subregion. Through its comparative analysis
of the reforms implemented by Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam over the last thirty years, the book draws attention to parallel
themes of continuity and change. The author discusses how the three states have demonstrated related characteristics
whilst at the same time making different modifications in order to exploit the unique strengths of their individual cultures.
Contributing to the contemporary debate over the role of democratic reform in promoting economic development, the book
provides a detailed account of the political economies of three states at the heart of Southeast Asia.

The British National Bibliography
This book celebrates the 15th anniversary of China-ASEAN dialogue, which has captured the limelight as a key development
in international relations in the Asia-Pacific. The contributions discuss a wide range of complex and challenging issues
concerning ASEAN-China relations in a readable, informative, concise and comprehensive way.In three parts, the volume
begins with an introduction and three speeches. The second and third parts discuss the political, security and economic
aspects of ASEAN-China relations. Some of the specific issues covered in the book include China's rise and its implication on
ASEAN, China's political and economic relations with ASEAN, and China's relations with Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Vietnam, Myanmar and the Philippines.Contributors include leading scholars and analysts from these countries.
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Global Governance, Regionalism, and the International Economy
In Southeast Asia, China’s growing economic and political strength has been accompanied by adept diplomacy and active
promotion of regional cooperation, institutions and integration. Southeast Asian states and China engage in ‘strategic
regionalism’: they seek regional membership for regime legitimation and collective bargaining; and regional integration to
enhance economic development, regarded as essential for ensuring national and regime security. Sino-Southeast Asian
regionalism is exemplified by the development plans for the Mekong River basin, where ambitious projects for building
regional infrastructural linkages and trade contribute to mediating the security concerns of the Mekong countries. However,
Mekong regionalism also generates new insecurities. Developing the resources of the Mekong has led to serious challenges
in terms of governance, distribution and economic externalities. Resource-allocation and exploitation conflicts occur most
obviously within the realm of water projects, especially hydropower development programmes. While such disputes are not
likely to erupt into armed conflict because of the power asymmetry between China and the lower Mekong states, they
exacerbate Southeast Asian concerns about China’s rise and undermine Chinese rhetoric about peaceful development. But
the negative security consequences of developing the Mekong are also due to the shared economic imperative, and the
Southeast Asian states’ own difficulties with collective action due to existing intramural conflicts.

Regionalism and Globalization in East Asia
This publication about the urban agenda in the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) is timely as the world economy embraces
the region with accelerated growth. An important element of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations Economic
Community, the GMS is expected to catch up with the rest of Asia by 2050. With urbanization levels still averaging about
30%, gross domestic product contributions of towns and cities have moved ahead to 50%–60%. By 2050, when urban areas
in the GMS reach 64%–74%, urban gross domestic product will grow to an estimated 70%–80%. The challenge lies in
consolidating and deepening development along the existing corridors and improving the environmental conditions to
prepare for future green growth developments.

Innovation Networks and the New Asian Regionalism
The rise of Asia, as well as the future of regional cooperation and integration (RCI) the world over, will be profoundly
influenced by the challenges of slowing productivity growth, increasing economic inequalities and systemic vulnerabilities.
Such structural reform issues will require RCI policies that complement domestic policy reform. This unique book explains
what drives the regional economic integration of nations and their contribution to national knowledge capital. It also lays
out how such beneficial integration can generate broad-based, equitable wealth in Europe and Asia. Unique in the regional
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economic integration literature, this comprehensive book identifies the set of drivers of integration for productivity growth.
Importantly, it describes and compares the experiences of the Baltic Sea Region with Asia’s use of a set of institutionalized
consensual knowledge and decision tools to drive inclusive and productive growth throughout a period dominated by the
global economic crisis. Original and enlightening, Innovation Networks and the New Asian Regionalism will be vital reading
for academics and researchers interested in regional integration and innovation. Policy makers and practitioners in regional
development and economic geography will also find it to be an invaluable resource.

Regional Cooperation in South Asia and Southeast Asia
Provides a comparative sketch of regional cooperation in South and Southeast Asia in the light of various political, economic
and social developments in the two regions.

Dollars for National Goals: Looking Ahead to 1980
The Mekong Project: Opportunities and Problems of Regionalism
Managing water is a challenging task, particularly in the shared water basins that host more than half of the world's
population. National sovereignty and security considerations have long constrained the reasonable, equitable, and
sustainable use of international water courses. With democratization and globalization on the rise, domestic actors have an
increasingly important role to play in national decisionmaking and traditional foreign policy debates. This change entails
new threats but also presents new opportunities for ensuring international water security. This volume explores both these
threats and opportunities. Using case studies, the authors analyze the multifaceted and dynamic nature of the interplay
between domestic and international water security. The book examines a range of past, ongoing, and emerging
international water disputes from the Middle East, Africa, Asia, and Europe. Well-known cases are revisited from new
perspectives while new approaches are suggested as analytical frameworks and practical tools for understanding and
coping with emerging security threats.

Harmony and Development
Revolution, Reform and Regionalism in Southeast Asia
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Emerging Asian Regionalism
As Asia grows and prospers, its economies are increasingly vital to each other -and to the world. Led by a team of ADB staff,
scholars, and advisers to regional policy makers, this study highlights what is at stake the emerging Asian regionalism and
lays out the ground for further discussion on how to move forward.

Asia and Pacific Bibliography
Science, Technology, and Diplomacy in the Age of Interdependence
International Regionalism
This book, the first in a three-volume series, brings together the work of researchers, scholars, activists, and leaders in the
Mekong region to provide a baseline, state-of-knowledge review of the contemporary politics and discourses of water use,
sharing, and management, and their implications for local livelihoods.
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