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Parks for the People
In a brilliant collaboration between writer and subject, Witold Rybczynski, the bestselling author of Home and City Life,
illuminates Frederick Law Olmsted's role as a major cultural figure at the epicenter of nineteenth-century American history.
We know Olmsted through the physical legacy of his stunning landscapes -- among them, New York's Central Park,
California's Stanford University campus, and Boston's Back Bay Fens. But Olmsted's contemporaries knew a man of even
more extraordinarily diverse talents. Born in 1822, he traveled to China on a merchant ship at the age of twenty-one. He
cofounded The Nation magazine and was an early voice against slavery. He managed California's largest gold mine and,
during the Civil War, served as the executive secretary to the United States Sanitary Commission, the precursor of the Red
Cross. Rybczynski's passion for his subject and his understanding of Olmsted's immense complexity and accomplishments
make his book a triumphant work. In A Clearing in the Distance, the story of a great nineteenth-century American becomes
an intellectual adventure.

The Papers of Frederick Law Olmsted
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Frederick Law Olmsted
A reporter’s account of the people, culture, and terrain of Texas in the mid-1800s. Frederick Olmsted was a journalist when
he made his journey through Texas. Tasked with covering the state of slavery during the quiet years before the Civil War,
he took copious notes about the people, places, and cultures of the Texas of his day. These notes, in the form of a journal,
would become his seminal work, Olmsted’s Texas Journey. In Olmsted’s Texas Journey, the reader gets to travel back in
time and witness Texas as it once was, and see how today’s Texas, with its variety of peoples and traditions, still shares a
deep connection to the richness of its past. But his great Texas journey was in fact so much more. As he made his way to
that great state, he took copious and wonderful notes of all the others he passed through. From Maryland to California, and
Ohio to Louisiana, Olmsted’s great history chronicles every detail that he observed. This truly is a classic piece of American
literature.

The Papers of Frederick Law Olmsted
Forty Years of Landscape Architecture
Olmsted's Texas Journey
A Journey in the Back Country
Parks for the People
The Cotton Kingdom
This latest volume presents the record of his last years of residence in New York City. It includes reports on the design of
Riverside and Morningside parks and Tompkins Square in Manhattan, as well as his comprehensive plan for the street
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system and rapid transit routes of the Bronx.

Writings on Landscape, Culture, and Society
Landscape Into Cityscape; Frederick Law Olmsted's Plans for A Greater New York City. Edited
with an Introductory Essay and N
Frederick Law Olmsted is famous for his urban landscape designs: Central Park in Manhattan, Prospect Park in Brooklyn,
and Franklin Park in Boston. Olmsted devoted much of his later life to this work. What was the source of this creative energy
and imagination in his fascinating years? Melvin Kalfus is the first author to examine Olmsted's troubled, sometimes tragic
childhood and adolescence in a search for the inner sources of his creative imagination. Kalfus argues that Olmsted's
distressing early experiences fired his ambition and led him so obsessively to seek the world's esteem through his works.
Kalfus also looks at Olmsted's varied early career during which he worked as an apprentice merchant, a seaman, a farmer,
a manager of a mining plantation in California, a journalist, and author of three istorically important books on slavery, and
as the General Secretary of the Civil War's Sanitary Commission, and enormous project organized to provide medical aid to
Union soldiers.

A Journey Through Texas
Frederick Law Olmsted
The Olmsted Papers project is supported by the National Endowment for the Humanities, the National Historical Publications
and Records Commission, the National Trust for the Humanities, the National Association for Olmsted Parks, as well as
private foundations and individuals.

Frederick Law Olmsted, Landscape Architect, 1822-1903. Edited by Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr.,
and Theodora Kimball
The Papers of Frederick Law Olmsted
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"Olmsted the man belongs to his own time, but his work and words continue to have meaning today The editors are
preserving a life and a work instructive for the future as well as of the past." -- Pennsylvania Magazine of History and
Biography

Frederick Law Olmsted
Olmsted's youth and intellectual development are discussed in addition to the diversity of his career and his lifelong
concern for his country's welfare

Frederick Law Olmstead
Whether flying a kite in Franklin Park, gardening in the Fens, or jogging along the Riverway, today's Bostonians are greatly
indebted to the legacy of Frederick Law Olmsted. America's premier landscape architect, Olmsted designed New York's
Central Park and Boston's emerald necklace. His invigorating influence shapes the city to this day, despite the
encroachment of highways and urban sprawl. Zaitzevsky's book is the first of its kind: a richly detailed, fully illustrated
account of the design and construction of Olmsted's Boston parks.

A Clearing In The Distance
A Journey Through Texas
The final chronologically arranged volume in the series, it will present the last stage of Olmsted's career, with a firm that
included his former students Henry Sargent Codman and Charles Eliot as new partners. During this time Olmsted
concentrated his energies on his two last great commissions: one was the World's Columbian Exposition of 1893 on the site
of the Chicago South Park that he and Vaux had designed in 1871, with subsequent redesigning of Jackson Park and the
Midway; the other was the extensive Biltmore Estate in North Carolina. There will also be correspondence concerning the
development of the park systems of Louisville, Kentucky, and proposals for park systems in Milwaukee and Kansas City. The
volume will present some of the remarkable retrospective letters he wrote to Mariana Griswold Van Rensselaer and his son,
Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. It will conclude with several undated and unfinished writings on the history and principles of
landscape design.
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Genius of Place
Frederick Law Olmsted
Sketches the life and achievements of the landscape architect against the historical backdrop of nineteenth-century
America

The Cotton Kingdom
Frederick Law Olmsted, Landscape Architect, 1822-1903
Recounts the life of the man who designed New York City's Central Park

Photographs
Readers concerned with the quality of the environment in which we live and work, as well as architects, landscape
architects, urban planners, historians, and preservationists, will find stimulating insights in Plans and Views of Communities
and Private Estates.

Park Maker
Belle Isle: After One Year
A biography of the self-taught landscape architect who designed many large park systems, including the first large city park
in America, Central Park in New York.

Spying on the South
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Frederick Law Olmsted and the Boston Park System
The biggest and best single-volume collection ever published of the fascinating and wide-ranging writings of a vitally
important nineteenth century cultural figure whose work continues to shape our world today. Seaman, farmer, abolitionist,
journalist, administrator, reformer, conservationist, and without question America's foremost landscape architect and urban
planner, Frederick Law Olmsted (1822-1903) was a man of unusually diverse talents and interests, and the arc of his life
and writings traces the most significant developments of nineteenth century American history. As this volume reveals, the
wide-ranging endeavors Olmsted was involved in--cofounding The Nation magazine, advocating against slavery, serving as
executive secretary to the United States Sanitary Commission (precursor to the Red Cross) during the Civil War,
championing the preservation of America's great wild places at Yosemite and Yellowstone--emerged from his steadfast
commitment to what he called "communitiveness," the impulse to serve the needs of one's fellow citizens. This philosophy
had its ultimate expression is his brilliant designs for some of the country's most beloved public spaces: New York's Central
Park, Prospect Park in Brooklyn, Boston's "Emerald Necklace," the Biltmore Estate in North Carolina, the grounds of the U.S.
Capitol, garden suburbs like Chicago's Riverside, parkways (a term he invented) and college campuses, the "White City" of
the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition, and many others. Gathering almost 100 original letters, newspaper dispatches,
travel sketches, essays, editorials, design proposals, official reports, reflections on aesthetics, and autobiographical
reminiscences, this deluxe Library of America volume is profusely illustrated with a 32-page color portfolio of Olmsted's
design sketches, architectural plans, and contemporary photographs. It also includes detailed explanatory notes and a
chronology of Olmsted's life and design projects.

The Papers of Frederick Law Olmsted
Describes the life of the landscape architect responsible for New York's Central Park and Boston's Emerald Necklace
including his lesser-known time spent as an influential journalist, early voice for the environment and abolitionist, all
overshadowed by a tragic personal life.

Fairsted
The Papers of Frederick Law Olmsted: Parks, politics, and patronage, 1874-1882
The New York Times-bestselling final book by the beloved, Pulitzer-Prize winning historian Tony Horwitz. With Spying on the
South, the best-selling author of Confederates in the Attic returns to the South and the Civil War era for an epic adventure
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on the trail of America's greatest landscape architect. In the 1850s, the young Frederick Law Olmsted was adrift, a restless
farmer and dreamer in search of a mission. He found it during an extraordinary journey, as an undercover correspondent in
the South for the up-and-coming New York Times. For the Connecticut Yankee, pen name "Yeoman," the South was alien,
often hostile territory. Yet Olmsted traveled for 14 months, by horseback, steamboat, and stagecoach, seeking dialogue and
common ground. His vivid dispatches about the lives and beliefs of Southerners were revelatory for readers of his day, and
Yeoman's remarkable trek also reshaped the American landscape, as Olmsted sought to reform his own society by creating
democratic spaces for the uplift of all. The result: Central Park and Olmsted's career as America's first and foremost
landscape architect. Tony Horwitz rediscovers Yeoman Olmsted amidst the discord and polarization of our own time. Is
America still one country? In search of answers, and his own adventures, Horwitz follows Olmsted's tracks and often his
mode of transport (including muleback): through Appalachia, down the Mississippi River, into bayou Louisiana, and across
Texas to the contested Mexican borderland. Venturing far off beaten paths, Horwitz uncovers bracing vestiges and strange
new mutations of the Cotton Kingdom. Horwitz's intrepid and often hilarious journey through an outsized American
landscape is a masterpiece in the tradition of Great Plains, Bad Land, and the author's own classic, Confederates in the
Attic.

Frederick Law Olmsted
Frederick Law Olmsted (1822–1903) planned many parks and park systems across the United States, leaving an enduring
legacy of designed public space that is enjoyed and defended today. His public parks, the design of which he was most
proud, have had a lasting effect on urban America.

Frederick Law Olmsted
On April 28, 1858, municipal officials announced the winner of the design contest for a great new park for the people of
New York City--Plan no. 33, "Greensward" by Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux. Though the appropriated ground for
what was to become Central Park was nothing more than a barren expanse occupied by squatters, in a matter of a few
years, Olmsted turned the wasteland into a landscape of coherence, elegance, and beauty. It not only surpassed the design
ingenuity of its existing European counterparts but gained the designer national acclaim in a profession that still lacked a
name. Olmsted was an American visionary. He foresaw the day when New York and many other growing cities of the midnineteenth century would be plagued by what we presently term "urban sprawl." And he was convinced of the critical
importance of adapting land for the recreational and contemplative needs of city dwellers before the last remnants of
natural terrain were engulfed by "monotonous, straight streets and piles of erect, angular buildings." As a result of his early
efforts to revolutionize the design of public parks, many cities today are able to preserve the recreational space and
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greenery within their urban limits. In addition, his thoughts and words on wilderness areas still echo across a century of
preservation in the wild. This lively and insightful account of his prodigious life features many of his outstanding landscape
projects, including the Biltmore Estate, Prospect Park (Brooklyn), the capitol grounds in Washington, DC, the Boston Park
System, the Chicago parks and the Chicago World Fair, as well as measures to preserve the natural settings at Niagara
Falls, Yosemite, and the Adirondacks. It traces his early years and describes events that were to form his artistic,
intellectual, and deeply humanistic sensibilities. And it restores this lost American hero to his prominent place in history. In
addition to being the acknowledged father of American landscape architecture, Frederick Law Olmsted helped shape the
political and philosophical climate of America in his own time and today. Elizabeth Stevenson is the author of the Bancroft
Award-winning Henry Adams: A Biography; The Glass Lark, a biography of Lafcadio Hearn; and Babbitts and Bohemians:
From the Great War to the Great Depression, all available from Transaction.

Walks and Talks of an American Farmer in England
An anthology of the key writings of the best-known and arguably most prolific landscape architect in U.S. history.

Frederick Law Olmsted and the American Environmental Tradition
Civilizing American Cities
A century ago Frederick Law Olmsted recognized the need for extensive planning if American cities were to become
civilized environments for man. The selections in this book demonstrate his understanding of urban spaces and how, when
politically unobstructed, he was able to manipulate them. While Sutton has concentrated on Olmsted's contributions to the
theory and practice of city planning, her anthology reveals a broad and comprehensive cross section of his career.Writings
in the first two chapters elucidate the views and values that Olmsted brought to his work--notably his attitudes on form and
function (fitness and appropriateness)-- and his criticisms of existing urban patterns. At a time when men generally took a
static approach to planning, Olmsted opposed the traditional grid system, lack of organic structure, and abuse of space
which dominated schemes for American cities. Instead he proposed that large spaces be set aside for public parks,
connected by roadways and public transportation to the rest of the city.The books remaining chapters contain documents
written in support of specific plans for five North American cities with widely varying conditions: San Francisco, Buffalo,
Montreal, Chicago, and Boston. The writings range in scope from Olmsted's observations on nineteenth century California
life ti his most elaborate and ambitious design of a system of parks and boulevards for Boston. Two selections describing
plans for the exurban Garden Cities of Berkeley, California, and Riverside, Illinois, complete anthology.At the end of his
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career, Olmsted could look on 17 large public parks as well as numerous smaller works and comment: "I know that in the
minds of a large body of men of influence I have raised my calling from the rank of a trade, even of a handicraft, to that of a
liberal profession, an art, an art of design."

The Papers of Frederick Law Olmsted: Slavery and the South, 1852-1857
Traces the life of the influential landscape architect, and looks at his designs for public parks

FLO, a Biography of Frederick Law Olmsted
Growing up on a Connecticut farm in the 1800s, Frederick Olmsted loved roaming the outdoors. A contest to design the
nation’s first city park opened new doors for Olmsted when his winning design became New York’s Central Park, just one of
Olmsted's ideas that changed our nation's cities. Award-winning author Julie Dunlap brings Olmsted to life in this wonderful
biography.

A journey in the seaboard slave states, with remarks on their economy
Civilizing American Cities; A Selection of Frederick Law Olmsted's Writings on City
Landscapes. Edited by S.B. Sutton
Frederick Law Olmsted (1822-1903) designed America's most beloved parks and landscapes of the past century--New York's
Central Park, Brooklyn's Prospect Park, the U.S. Capitol grounds, the Biltmore Estate, and many others. From the authors
and photographer of the definitive book on Olmsted comes this condensed edition presenting the breadth of Olmsted's
work in expansive, beautiful color photographs. The engaging text illuminates Olmsted's role as an indefatigable social
resource.
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