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History of the Paris Commune of 1871
Reclaiming the legacy of the Paris Commune for the twenty-first century Kristin
Ross’s highly acclaimed work on the thought and culture of the Communard
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uprising of 1871 resonates with the motivations and actions of contemporary
protest, which has found its most powerful expression in the reclamation of public
space. Today’s concerns—internationalism, education, the future of labor, the
status of art, and ecological theory and practice—frame and inform her carefully
researched restaging of the words and actions of individual Communards. This
original analysis of an event and its centrifugal effects brings to life the workers in
Paris who became revolutionaries, the significance they attributed to their
struggle, and the elaboration and continuation of their thought in the encounters
that transpired between the insurrection’s survivors and supporters like Marx,
Kropotkin, and William Morris. The Paris Commune was a laboratory of political
invention, important simply and above all for, as Marx reminds us, its own “working
existence.” Communal Luxury allows readers to revisit the intricate workings of an
extraordinary experiment.

The Paris Commune of 1871
Terrorism and Communism
The Civil War in France
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The Paris Commune was a pivotal event in the history of socialist thought. It had
such a profound effect on Karl Marx that he amended a portion of his "Communist
Manifesto" in response to it. "History of the Paris Commune" is an eyewitness
account of the Commune, written in its immediate aftermath by a French worker
who participated in the events he describes. Illustrated with 8 pages of
photographs.

History of the Commune of 1871
Written by Karl Marx,The Paris Commune tells the history of the government that
briefly ruled Paris from March to May of 1871, before the split of the anarchists and
Marxists took place.

A History of the Barricade
Writings on the Paris Commune
From the summer of 1870 through the spring of 1871, France suffered a
humiliating defeat in its war against Prussia and witnessed bloody class warfare
that culminated in the crushing of the Paris Commune. In Flaubert in the Ruins of
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Paris, Peter Brooks examines why Flaubert thought his recently published novel,
Sentimental Education, was prophetic of the upheavals in France during this
“terrible year,” and how Flaubert's life and that of his compatriots were changed
forever. Brooks uses letters between Flaubert and his novelist friend and
confidante George Sand to tell the story of Flaubert and his work, exploring his
political commitments and his understanding of war, occupation, insurrection, and
bloody political repression. Interweaving history, art history, and literary
criticism—from Flaubert's magnificent novel of historical despair, to the building of
the reactionary monument the Sacré-Coeur on Paris's highest summit, to the
emergence of photography as historical witness—Brooks sheds new light on the
pivotal moment when France redefined herself for the modern world.

The Paris Commune
The Fall of Paris
In this bold exploration of the political forces that shaped Impressionism, Albert
Boime proposes that at the heart of the modern is a "guilty secret"--the need of the
dominant, mainly bourgeois, classes in Paris to expunge from historical memory
the haunting nightmare of the Commune and its socialist ideology. The Commune
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of 1871 emerged after the Prussian war when the Paris militia chased the central
government to Versailles, enabling the working class and its allies to seize control
of the capital. Eventually violence engulfed the city as traditional liberals and
moderates joined forces with reactionaries to restore Paris to "order"--the
bourgeois order. Here Boime examines the rise of Impressionism in relation to the
efforts of the reinstated conservative government to "rebuild" Paris, to return it to
its Haussmannian appearance and erase all reminders of socialist threat. Boime
contends that an organized Impressionist movement owed its initiating impulse to
its complicity with the state's program. The exuberant street scenes, spaces of
leisure and entertainment, sunlit parks and gardens, the entire concourse of
movement as filtered through an atmosphere of scintillating light and color all
constitute an effort to reclaim Paris visually and symbolically for the bourgeoisie.
Amply documented, richly illustrated, and compellingly argued, Boime's thesis
serves as a challenge to all cultural historians interested in the rise of modernism.

The Commune
The Paris Commune of 1871, the first instance of a working-class seizure of power,
has been subject to countless interpretations: reviled by its enemies as a
murderous bacchanalia of the unwashed while praised by supporters as an
exemplar of proletarian anarchism in action, both a successful model to be
imitated and as a devastating failure to be avoided. All of the interpretations are
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tendentious. Historians view the working class's three-month rule through their
own prism, distant in time and space. Voices of the Paris Commune takes a
different tack. In this book only those who were present in the spring of 1871, who
lived through and participated in the Commune, are heard. The Paris Commune
had a vibrant press, and it is represented here by its most important newspaper,
Le Cri du Peuple, edited by Jules Vall&ès, member of the First International. Like
any legitimate government, the Paris Commune held parliamentary sessions and
issued daily printed reports of the heated, contentious deliberations that belie any
accusation of dictatorship. Included in this collection is the transcript of the debate
in the Commune and a selection from the inquiry carried out 20 years after the
event by the intellectual review La Revue Blanche.

Les Miserables
The Paris Commune lasted for only 64 days in 1871, but during that short time it
gave rise to some of the grandest political dreams of the nineteenth
century—before culminating in horrific violence. Following the disastrous French
defeat in the Franco-Prussian War, hungry and politically disenchanted Parisians
took up arms against their government in the name of a more just society. They
expelled loyalists and soldiers and erected barricades in the streets. In Massacre,
John Merriman introduces a cast of inimitable Communards—from les pétroleuses
(female incendiaries) to the painter Gustave Courbet—whose idealism fueled a
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revolution. And he vividly recreates the Commune’s chaotic and bloody end when
30,000 troops stormed the city, burning half of Paris and executing captured
Communards en masse. A stirring evocation of the spring when Paris was ablaze
with cannon fire and its citizens were their own masters, Massacre reveals how the
indomitable spirit of the Commune shook the very foundations of Europe.

Art and the French Commune
The Paris Commune of 1871 is one of the great romantic failures in revolutionary
history. Yet very little is known about its enemies, and especially the army, which
first fraternized with the revolutionaries and then, two months later, crushed them
with the utmost violence. This book, based on extensive archival research, is the
first serious study of the role of the army in the civil war. It examines its
composition and organization, its weaknesses and their effect on government
policy, the steps taken to improve morale and discipline, the state of mind of
officers and men and, finally, the conduct of the army in battle and the causes of
the final bloodshed, in which about 20,000 Parisians were killed in the fighting or
executed afterwards. Its purpose is to cast new light on the policy of the
government and the problems of using an army in a civil war, and to tell for the
first time the full tragedy of the suppression of the Comune, one of the bloodiest
and least understood social conflicts in the history of modern Europe.
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Unruly Women of Paris
A Critical Dictionary of the French Revolution
The Paris Commune was the biggest and last popular revolution in western Europe
- ending the cycle of revolutions that started in 1789. The Parisians, reeling from
defeat in the Franco-Prussian War set up their own revolutionary administration.
Government troops eventually retook the city and took a terrible revenge:
thousands died in the bloodbath that followed. The short-lived Commune and its
repression cast a long shadow. It exposed deep divisions in French society and
became a potent inspiration for the radical left. This stirring new study written with
great zest, and a vivid sense of time and place lets the reader experience these
tumultuous events at first hand and provides a comprehensive synthesis of recent
research in both French and English.

Communal Luxury
"The Paris Commune or Fourth French Revolution (French: La Commune de Paris,
IPA: [la kmyn d pai]) was a government that briefly ruled Paris from March 18
(more formally, from March 28) to May 28, 1871. In a formal sense, it acted as the
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local authority, the city council (in French, the "commune"), which exercised power
in Paris for two months in the spring of 1871."--Wikipedia.

The History of the Paris Commune of 1871
A highly engaging tour through progressive history in the service of emancipating
our digital tomorrow. When we talk about technology we always talk about
tomorrow and the future -- which makes it hard to figure out how to even get
there. In Future Histories, public interest lawyer and digital specialist Lizzie O'Shea
argues that we need to stop looking forward and start looking backwards. Weaving
together histories of computing and progressive social movements with modern
theories of the mind, society, and self, O'Shea constructs a "usable past" that can
help us determine our digital future. What, she asks, can the Paris Commune tell
us about earlier experiments in sharing resources--like the Internet--in common?
How can Frantz Fanon's theories of anti colonial self-determination help us build
digital world in which everyone can participate equally? Can debates over equal
digital access be helped by American revolutionary Tom Paine's theories of
democratic, economic redistribution? What can indigenous land struggles teach us
about stewarding our digital climate? And, how is Elon Musk not a future visionary
but a steampunk throwback to Victorian-era technological utopians? In engaging,
sparkling prose, O'Shea shows us how very human our understanding of
technology is, and how when we draw on the resources of the past, we can see the
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potential for struggle, for liberation, for art and poetry in our technological present.
Future Histories is for all of us--makers, coders, hacktivists, Facebook-users, selfstyled Luddites--who find ourselves in a brave new world.

Transnational France
How the French invented the barricade, and its symbolic impact on popular
protests throughout history In the history of European revolutions, the barricade
stands as a glorious emblem. Its symbolic importance arises principally from the
barricades of Eric Hazan’s native Paris, where they were instrumental in the revolts
of the nineteenth century, helping to shape the political life of a continent. The
barricade was always a makeshift construction (the word derives from barrique or
barrel), and in working-class districts these ersatz fortifications could spread like
wildfire. They doubled as a stage, from which insurgents could harangue soldiers
and subvert their allegiance. Their symbolic power persisted into May 1968 and,
more recently, the Occupy movements. Hazan traces the many stages in the
barricade’s evolution, from the Wars of Religion through to the Paris Commune,
drawing on the work of thinkers throughout the periods examined to illustrate and
bring to life the violent practicalities of revolutionary uprising. From the Hardcover
edition.
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A History of the Paris Commune of 1871
A bestselling historian on a crucial episode in French history. Beneath the glittering
façade of Louis-Napoleon's Second Empire there were forces of seething social and
political unrest. When France succumbed to the Prussian invaders these forces
came to the surface and the Commune took over. It ruled for only a brief seventy
days before it died in a holocaust of fire and bloodshed that was far worse than
anything perpetrated during France's Great Revolution of 1789, but it left behind
an indelible mark which spread far beyond the boundaries of France. 'A brilliant
writer' New York Times Book Review

Future Histories
Communards: The Story of the Paris Commune of 1871, As Told by those Who
Fought for It. Texts selected, edited, and translated by Mitchell Abidor. Published
by Marxists Internet Archive Publications, 2010. In this unique collection of texts
translated into English for the first time, we hear the genuine voices of the Paris
Commune of 1871. Every Communard drew something different from the
experience of the Commune, and "Communards" allows all of them to have their
say. "If socialism wasn't born of the Commune, it is from the Commune that dates
that portion of international revolution that no longer wants to give battle in a city
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in order to be surrounded and crushed, but which instead wants, at the head of the
proletarians of each and every country, to attack national and international
reaction and put an end to the capitalist regime." - Edouard Vaillant, a member of
the Paris Commune. Documents include the records of stormy meetings of the
Commune deciding on the execution of hostages, minutes of meetings of the First
International throughout the siege as well as reminiscences of participants written
down 25 years after the event. Much of this would be new to French-speakers; it is
all new for those who do not normally read in the French language. No history of
the Commune may be written in the future without reference to "Communards."
Communards is available only through Erythros Press and Media and proceeds go
towards the operations of the Marxists Internet Archive.

The Paris Commune
A gripping account of the infamous and short-lived 1871 "Paris Commune," or
Communist uprising, in France's capital city, written by the founder of Communism.
Marx's book was one of the first written to discuss the impact of the Commune,
and although naturally written with a strong pro-Communist bias and a visceral
hatred of the ruling Napoleon III, it provides a fascinating insight into the thinking
and internal machinations of the Commune. The Commune briefly ruled Paris from
18 March until 28 May 1871, after being elected as the city council. Acting as a
lightning conductor for socialist radicals from Poland to Italy, the Commune quickly
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dissolved into the usual "dictatorship of the proletariat" and instituted what can
now in hindsight be recognised as the more usual trappings of Communist
regimes: it began stripping away civil liberties and creating state enforcement
agencies to implement its decrees by terror and coercion. Among its rules was a
"Decree on Hostages"-in terms of which any person could be arrested, imprisoned,
and tried, becoming "hostages of the people of Paris." Hundreds, if not thousands,
were murdered in this manner, including a number of prominent religious leaders.
In addition, the Commune created a "Committee of Public Safety," which was given
extensive powers to hunt down and imprison its self-identified enemies. Freedom
of the press was suppressed, and finally, as the Communists faced military defeat,
they burned down many famous buildings in the city in revenge, including many
priceless architectural gems. It is estimated that up to 20,000 people died during
the Commune. In spite of this bloody record, Marx was full of praise for the
Commune, calling it the prototype for a revolutionary government of the future
("the form at last discovered") and added that the "Working men's Paris, with its
Commune, will be forever celebrated as the glorious harbinger of a new society."
This version contains Marx's full original text, and includes the text of the article "A
Short Account of the Commune of Paris of 1871" published by The Socialist
League, London, 1886, along with a selection of news reports and correspondence
by Marx concerning the Commune. Also contains a new introduction by Arthur
Kemp which provides a historical backdrop and summary of the events of this, the
world's first Communist uprising.
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Communards
The long out-of-print classic about women in the Paris Commune of 1871.

Surmounting the Barricades
In 1871, the workers of Paris took control of the city. When they established the
world's first workers' democracy, they found no blueprints or precedents for how to
run their city without princes or politicians. As they built new institutions of
collective power to overturn social and economic inequality, their former rulers
sought to thwart their efforts. By noting the historic problems of the Commune,
debates over its implications and the glimpse of a better world it provided,
Gluckstein reveals its enduring lessons and inspiration for today's struggles.

The War Against Paris, 1871
The story of an unexpected hero The Last Communard offers a brilliant, striking
portrait of revolutionary Europe through a remarkable personal story. In 1871,
Adrien Lejeune fought on the barricades of the Paris Commune. He was imprisoned
for treason when the Commune fell and narrowly avoided execution for his role in
the struggle for a new future. In later life, he immigrated to Soviet Russia, finding
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fame as a revolutionary icon. In his native country, he was vaunted as a hero, a
touchstone of revolutions past during France’s interwar dramas. Abandoned by the
Soviet regime, he languished, fortunes foundering, in Russia. Having led a long and
extraordinary life, he died in Siberia in 1942 while fleeing Moscow as the Nazi
armies swept across western Russia. It was another thirty years before he returned
to Paris, his ashes coming to rest in the Communards’ plot of the Père Lachaise
cemetery, on the centennial of the uprising, a symbol of France’s undying radical
tradition. Gavin Bowd’s stunning narrative shows how an individual can be swept
up in the fierce tides of history, and at the same time be defined by his own efforts
to force those tides into a different, and better, course. Lejeune’s life captures war
and revolution in a tumultuous period of European history. From the Hardcover
edition.

The Last Communard
In this important contribution both to the study of social protest and to French
social history, Roger Gould breaks with previous accounts that portray the Paris
Commune of 1871 as a continuation of the class struggles of the 1848 Revolution.
Focusing on the collective identities framing conflict during these two upheavals
and in the intervening period, Gould reveals that while class played a pivotal role in
1848, it was neighborhood solidarity that was the decisive organizing force in
1871. The difference was due to Baron Haussmann's massive urban renovation
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projects between 1852 and 1868, which dispersed workers from Paris's center to
newly annexed districts on the outskirts of the city. In these areas, residence
rather than occupation structured social relations. Drawing on evidence from trail
documents, marriage records, reports of police spies, and the popular press, Gould
demonstrates that this fundamental rearrangement in the patterns of social life
made possible a neighborhood insurgent movement; whereas the insurgents of
1848 fought and died in defense of their status as workers, those in 1871 did so as
members of a besieged urban community. A valuable resource for historians and
scholars of social movements, this work shows that collective identities vary with
political circumstances but are nevertheless constrained by social networks. Gould
extends this argument to make sense of other protest movements and to offer
predictions about the dimensions of future social conflict.

Flaubert in the Ruins of Paris
This book vividly evokes radical women's integral roles within France's
revolutionary civil war known as the Paris Commune. It demonstrates the breadth,
depth, and impact of communard feminist socialisms far beyond the 1871
insurrection. Examining the period from the early 1860s through that century's
end, Carolyn J. Eichner investigates how radical women developed critiques of
gender, class, and religious hierarchies in the immediate pre-Commune era, how
these ideologies emerged as a plurality of feminist socialisms within the revolution,
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and how these varied politics subsequently affected fin-de-siÃ ̈cle gender and class
relations. She focuses on three distinctly dissimilar revolutionary women leaders
who exemplify multiple competing and complementary feminist socialisms: Andre
Leo, Elisabeth Dmitrieff, and Paule Mink. Leo theorized and educated through
journalism and fiction, Dmitrieff organized institutional power for working-class
women, and Mink agitated crowds to create an egalitarian socialist world. Each
woman forged her own path to gender equality and social justice.

Voices of the Paris Commune
The Women Incendiaries
The collapse of France in 1870 had an overwhelming impact – on Paris, on France
and on the rest of the world. People everywhere saw Paris as the centre of Europe
and the hub of culture, fashion and invention. Suddenly France, not least to the
disbelief of her own citizens, was gripped in the vice of the Iron Chancellor’s armies
and forced to surrender on humiliating terms. In this brilliant study of the Siege
and its aftermath, Alistair Horne evokes the high drama of those ten fantastic
months and the spiritual agony which Paris and the Parisians suffered. The Fall of
Paris is the first part of the trilogy including To Lose a Battle and The Price of Glory
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(already available in Penguin).

History of the Working Class
In this vividly written and amply illustrated book, Gay L. Gullickson analyzes the
representations of women who were part of the insurrection known as the Paris
Commune. The uprising and its bloody suppression by the French army is still one
of the most hotly debated episodes in modern history. Especially controversial was
the role played by women, whose prominent place among the Communards
shocked many commentators and spawned the legend of the pétroleuses, women
who were accused of burning the city during the battle that ended the Commune.
In the midst of the turmoil that shook Paris, the media distinguished women for
their cruelty and rage. The Paris-Journal, for example, raved: "Madness seems to
possess them; one sees them, their hair down like furies, throwing boiling oil,
furniture, paving stones, on the soldiers." Gullickson explores the significance of
the images created by journalists, memoirists, and political commentators, and
elaborated by latter-day historians and political thinkers. The pétroleuse is the
most notorious figure to emerge from the Commune, but the literature depicts the
Communardes in other guises, too: the innocent victim, the scandalous orator, the
Amazon warrior, and the ministering angel, among others. Gullickson argues that
these caricatures played an important role in conveying and evoking moral
condemnation of the Commune. More important, they reveal the gender
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conceptualizations that structured, limited, and assigned meaning to women as
political actors for the balance of the nineteenth and well into the twentieth
century.

The Emergence of Social Space
Explaining how and why the revolutionary conflagration occurred, the FrancoPrussian War, and life in 1869 in Paris--a city obsessed with sex and money--an
examination of the Paris Commune draws on various sources to evoke dramatic
episodes of history.

The Paradise of Association
In this compelling volume, Tyler Stovall takes a transnational approach to the
history of modern France, and by doing so draws the reader into a key aspect of
France's political culture: universalism. Beginning with the French Revolution and
its aftermath, Stovall traces the definitive establishment of universal manhood
suffrage and the abolition of slavery in 1848. Following this critical time in France's
history, Stovall then explores the growth of urban and industrial society, the
beginnings of mass immigration, and the creation of a new, republican Empire.
This time period gives way to the history of the two world wars, the rise of political
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movements like Communism and Fascism, and new directions in popular culture.
The text concludes with the history of France during the Fourth and Fifth republics,
concentrating on decolonization and the rise of postcolonial society and culture.
Throughout these major historical events Stovall examines France's relations with
three other areas of the world: Europe, the United States, and France's colonial
empire, which includes a wealth of recent historical studies. By exploring these
three areas-and their political, social, and cultural relations with France-the text
will provide new insights into both the nature of French identity and the making of
the modern world in general.

The Paris Commune 1871
Combines a detailed social analysis of club militants with a "new cultural history"
perspective.

A Short History of the Paris Commune
Originally published in the 1930s this is a fascinating examination, using
documents and eye-witness accounts, of the famous Paris Commune. Contents
include: The End of An Empire; The Government of National Defence; The National
Assembly; The Eighteenth of March; The Government of Monsieur Assi; The
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Commune War; Cluseret Rossel Delescluze; Last Days of the Commune; The Battle
of Paris; The End The Restoration of Order; The Commune At Work. Many of these
earliest books, particularly those dating back to the 1900s and before, are now
extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. We are republishing these classic
works in affordable, high quality, modern editions, using the original text and
artwork.

Arms and the People
The French Revolution--that extraordinary event that founded modern
democracy--continues to provoke a reevaluation of essential questions. This
volume presents the research of a wide range of international scholars into those
questions. 58 color illustrations, 10 halftones.

Massacre
Looking at a range of global historical experiences, Arms and the People examines
the relationship between mass movements and military institutions. Some argue
that it is impossible to achieve and protect a revolution without the support of the
army, but how can the support of the army be won?Arms and the People explores
the impact of profound social polarization on the internal cohesion of the state's
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"armed bodies of men" and on the contested loyalties of soldiers. The different
contributors examine a series of historical moments in which a crisis in the military
institution has reflected a deeper social crisis which has penetrated that institution
and threatened to disable it.With a range of international contributors who have
either studied or been directly involved in such social upheavals, Arms and the
People is a pioneering contribution to the study of revolutionary change and will
appeal to students and academics in history, politics, and sociology.

The Terrible Year
On 18 March 1871, the Parisian working class began a rebellion that shook the
foundations of European society. Laborers seized direct control over their city,
expelling their government and capitalist rulers. These revolutionary men and
women declared Paris an independent municipality and commune where they
would collectively manage their society through new institutions of their own
creation, providing for their own welfare and defense. The Commune was
annihilated 71 days later in one of the deadliest campaigns in French military
history, La Semaine Sanglante, "The Bloody Week," during which over 30,000 men,
women, and children were murdered for their revolutionary aspirations. Despite
the brutality of its destruction, the Paris Commune uprising inspired revolutionaries
the world over. In the near century-and-a-half that has passed since the
Commune's destruction, anarchists and libertarian-socialists across the
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generations have looked to the 1871 Paris Commune, seeking to learn from its
example--both its strengths and its limitations. The Commune: Paris, 1871, is a
new collection of writings and critical reflections on the Paris Commune by classic
anarchist and libertarian-socialist authors like Louise Michel, William Morris, Mikhail
Bakunin, Peter Kropotkin, Voltairine de Cleyre, Alexander Berkman and Maurice
Brinton.

Insurgent Identities
First published in English in 1920, this work is a reissue of Karl Kautsky's seminal
work dealing with the origins and history of the forces at work in revolutionary
epochs, which offers pathbreaking insights on the development of civilisation. The
opening chapters, dealing with eigthteenth century France, are of special interest
to the student of the French revolution. The section devoted to the Commune of
Paris offers a stimulating and provocative description of this famous govenment of
the working class. The reissue of this controversial and extraordinary work will be
welcomed by all those interested in the history of Communism in particular and the
theory and history of revolution in general.

The Paris Commune, 1871
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In refocusing attention on the Paris Commune as a key event in American political
and cultural memory, Sensational Internationalism radically changes our
understanding of the relationship between France and the United States in the long
nineteenth century. It offers fascinating, remarkably accessible readings of a range
of literary works, from periodical poetry and boys' adventure fiction to radical pulp
and the writings of Henry James, as well as a rich analysis of visual, print, and
performance culture, from post-bellum illustrated weeklies and panoramas to agitprop pamphlets and Coney Island pyrotechnic shows. This book will speak to
readers looking to understand the affective, cultural, and aesthetic afterlives of
revolt and revolution pre-and-post Occupy Wall Street, as well as those interested
in space, gender, performance, and transatlantic print culture.

Sensational Internationalism
The Paris Commune in 1871 played a key role in the development of socialist
thought. In the midst of a seige by German troops, the workers of Paris rose in
revolt and established their own government. Both communists and anarchists
claimed the Commune for their own. This volume includes essays on the Paris
Commune by Karl Marx, Freidrich Engels, Mikhail Bakunin, Peter Kropotkin, and
Vladimir Lenin.
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The Rise and Fall of the Paris Commune in 1871
Paris Babylon
Les Misérables is a French historical novel by Victor Hugo that is considered one of
the greatest novels of the 19th century. Beginning in 1815 and culminating in the
1832 June Rebellion in Paris, the novel follows the lives and interactions of several
characters, focusing on the struggles of ex-convict Jean Valjean and his experience
of redemption. Examining the nature of law and grace, the novel elaborates upon
the history of France, the architecture and urban design of Paris, politics, moral
philosophy, antimonarchism, justice, religion, and the types and nature of romantic
and familial love. More than a quarter of the novel is devoted to essays that argue
a moral point or display Hugo's encyclopedic knowledge. The topics Hugo
addresses include cloistered religious orders, the construction of the Paris sewers,
argot, and the street urchins of Paris. Even when not turning to other subjects
outside his narrative, Hugo sometimes interrupts the straightforward recitation of
events, his voice and control of the story line unconstrained by time and sequence.
The story begins in 1815 in Digne, as the peasant Jean Valjean, just released from
19 years' imprisonment in the galleys—five for stealing bread for his starving sister
and her family and fourteen more for numerous escape attempts—is turned away
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by innkeepers because his yellow passport marks him as a former convict. He
sleeps on the street, angry and bitter. Digne's benevolent Bishop Myriel gives him
shelter. At night, Valjean runs off with Myriel's silverware. When the police capture
Valjean, Myriel pretends that he has given the silverware to Valjean and presses
him to take two silver candlesticks as well, as if he had forgotten to take them. The
police accept his explanation and leave. Myriel tells Valjean that his life has been
spared for God, and that he should use money from the silver candlesticks to make
an honest man of himself. Six years pass and Valjean, using the alias Monsieur
Madeleine, has become a wealthy factory owner and is appointed mayor.
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