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Urban Poverty in China
Age is just a number… Lolito is an unconventional love story about a fifteen-year-old boy who finds solace in the arms of a
middle-aged woman on the Internet. Fifteen-year-old Etgar Allison is spending spring break alone in an empty house, when
he inadvertently learns that his girlfriend has cheated on him with another boy. Heartbroken and lonely, without parental
supervision, he turns to alcohol. Unable to cope with his grief, he looks to the Internet for comfort and lands in an adult
chatroom. There he meets Macy, a bored but attractive housewife; flirtatious IMs escalate into cybersex chats and soon
Etgar is raiding his savings account for a romantic rendezvous in London. . . What could possibly go wrong? Ben Brooks’s
Lolito is an uncompromising look at the turbulent emotional life of teenage boys, a funny and poignant story that injects
raw honesty—and even a little tenderness—into its portrait of a taboo relationship.

Lolito
Wow! What a tour de force! This timely, masterly work does everything, from broad empirical comparison to theory,
quantitative correlation to case studies of neighborhoods and quotations from individual life histories. Its findings from 25
neighborhoods in six cities demonstrate convincingly that urban destitution is not homogeneous, is concentrated in and
generated by location, and has patterned institutional roots that produced varying processes of pauperization. This superb
book must put to rest once and for all references to Chinese poverty as a matter of just the rural areas and their residents.
Dorothy J. Solinger, University of California, Irvine, US Market reform has brought new forms of poverty to urban China, even
while the standard of living of most urban residents has greatly improved. This research uses interviews with people in six
cities to document their situation and to show how poverty is rooted in the failure of support systems in their neighborhoods
and communities. It offers a stark evaluation of a system of inequalities that is only beginning to be addressed by state
policy. John R. Logan, Brown University, US Urban poverty is an emerging problem. This book explores the household and
neighbourhood factors that lead to both the generation and continuance of urban poverty in China. It is argued that the
urban Chinese are not a homogenous social group, but combine laid-off workers and rural migrants, resulting in stark
contrasts between migrant and workers neighbourhoods and villages. The expert authors examine the new urban poor in
China and the dynamics of their poor neighbourhoods, highlighting both household experience and neighbourhood changes
affecting the urban poor. Urban Poverty in China is based upon a comprehensive household survey in six Chinese cities and
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provides insights into microscopic and neighbourhood-level poverty dynamics. The comprehensive study explores the
spatial implications such as concentration of poverty as well as the differentiation within poor neighbourhoods. This
informative book tells an insightful story about evolving urban poverty in Chinese cities that will be invaluable to
researchers and postgraduate students within urban studies, geography, social policy and development studies as well as
Chinese and Asian studies. It will also prove to be an invaluable read for researchers in urban and social development and
international development agencies.
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