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The Mystery in the Forbidden City
The Shadow Club starts simply enough: the kids who are tired of being second-best
get together and, for the first time, talk about how they feel. But soon the
members decide to play practical jokes on the first-place winners they envy, and
things begin to spin dangerously out of control. "This is a provocative novel . . . The
plot is ingeniously simple and the course of events compelling. Brisk enough to
snag a popular audience, but forceful in impact, it will leave readers thinking."
(Booklist, starred review)

Plague Year
The best dog story you could wish for! Max is handling his parents' divorce, his new
home and school, and a big bully named Nick the only way he knows how: by
running away in his head. Through his imagination, he and his wonderful dog King
have thrilling adventures; they conquer aliens and slay dragons; they embarrass
Nick so he never comes near Max again. If only King were real . . . Then Max
happens upon a store called Wishworks, Inc., which promises his wish will come
true in real life, "guaranteed." He wishes for a real dog like King to fulfill all his
dreams. And then a real dog named Goldie appears on his doorstep . . . but she
may be a little more real than Max expects!

I Survived the American Revolution, 1776 (I Survived #15)
The side-splittingly funny Newbery Honor Book about a rebellious boy who is sent
to a home-schooling program run by one family—the creative, kooky, loud, and
loving Applewhites! Jake Semple is notorious. Rumor has it he managed to get
kicked out of every school in Rhode Island, and actually burned the last one down
to the ground. Only one place will take him now, and that's a home school run by
the Applewhites, a chaotic and hilarious family of artists: poet Lucille, theater
director Randolph, dancer Cordelia, and dreamy Destiny. The only one who doesn't
fit the Applewhite mold is E.D.—a smart, sensible girl who immediately clashes
with the defiant Jake. Jake thinks surviving this new school will be a breeze . . . but
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is he really as tough or as bad as he seems?

Surviving the Applewhites
Bestselling author Lauren Tarshis tackles the American Revolution in this latest
installment of the groundbreaking, New York Times bestselling I Survived series.

Washington's Spies
A Newbery Medal winning modern classic about a racially divided small town and a
boy who runs. Jeffrey Lionel "Maniac" Magee might have lived a normal life if a
freak accident hadn't made him an orphan. After living with his unhappy and
uptight aunt and uncle for eight years, he decides to run--and not just run away,
but run. This is where the myth of Maniac Magee begins, as he changes the lives of
a racially divided small town with his amazing and legendary feats.

Loot
Annie Boyd has to confront her fears as she learns to ride her new horse, and while
hoping to earn money to care for him, she takes her first job with a difficult stable
owner.

Disgrace
Emmy was a good girl. At least she tried very hard to be good. She did her
homework without being told. She ate all her vegetables, even the slimy ones. And
she never talked back to her nanny, Miss Barmy, although it was almost impossible
to keep quiet, some days. She really was a little too good. Which is why she liked
to sit by the Rat. The Rat was not good at all . . . Hilarious, inventive, and
irresistably rodent-friendly, Emmy and the Incredible Shrinking Rat is a fantastic
first novel from acclaimed picture book author Lynne Jonell.

What Would Joey Do?
Joey's dad just roared into town on a motorcycle, his mom is chasing her exhusband away with a broomstick, and his grandma's camped out on the couch
behind a plastic shower curtain. What's more, Joey's chihuahua has been
dognapped, and his mom insists that he be homeschooled with a mean blind girl
and her super-religious mother. Welcome to Joey's world. With his new selfassumed role as "Mr. Helpful," Joey's on a mission to make everything and
everyone better. Can Joey accomplish all this or will his wild, wired behavior spin
him out of control all over again?

Surviving the Applewhites
Ethan and Ella find an ancient map and explore a Chinese palace in the fourth book
of Greetings from Somewhere, a chapter book series about mystery, travel, and
adventure. From the Great Wall to the dumplings, Ethan and Ella love China so far.
And the Forbidden City in Beijing doesn’t leave anything to be desired, either!
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When the twins get separated from their parents, however, they get do some
exploring on their own. As they are wandering, the twins happen across an ancientlooking scroll that appears to have a map on it. Being the mystery-solving duo they
are, Ethan and Ella attempt to navigate the mapbut they get lost in the palace.
There are thousands of rooms, and they all seem to look the same! Will the twins
figure out where the map is leading them? And will they ever make their way out of
the Forbidden City? With easy-to-read language and illustrations on almost every
page, the Greetings from Somewhere chapter books are perfect for beginning
readers.

Welcome to the Ark
Once, Jane was the big sister, teaching Lily to play make believe and protecting her
from thunderstorms. But then Lily grew up. She started making friends and dating
boys, while Jane wanted to go on playing make believe forever. For Jane, the line
between fantasy and reality had always blurred, whereas Lily lived for a future
bright with expectation and change. Inevitably, the sisters found a gulf widening
between them-Lily reveling in her newfound love, while Jane could only watch,
frustrated, from the sidelines. How had her little sister managed to eclipse her?
Then tragedy struck. But the story was not over. . . . Adele Griffin has crafted a
spellbinding book, told in the alternating voices of two very different sisters
dwelling on opposite sides of life and death, who are bravely trying to overcome
the void and bring light to each other.

Listen!
Will anyone take on Jake Semple? Jake Semple is notorious. Rumor has it he
burned down his old school and got kicked out of every school in his home state.
Only one place will take him now, and that's a home school run by the
Applewhites, a chaotic and hilarious family of artists. The only one who doesn't fit
the Applewhite mold is E.D.—a smart, sensible girl who immediately clashes with
the unruly Jake. Jake thinks surviving this one will be a breeze . . . but is he really
as tough or as bad as he seems?

Feathers
Forced to travel the Arctic with her emotionally distant whale-researcher father
after the death of her mother, grieving 12-year-old Talia struggles to adapt to a
caregiver's Inuit culture before being introduced to its storytelling traditions.
Simultaneous eBook.

Courage to Ride
Will anyone take on Jake Semple? Jake Semple is notorious. Rumor has it he
burned down his old school and got kicked out of every school in his home state.
Only one place will take him now, and that's a home school run by the
Applewhites, a chaotic and hilarious family of artists. The only one who doesn't fit
the Applewhite mold is E.D.—a smart, sensible girl who immediately clashes with
the unruly Jake. Jake thinks surviving this one will be a breeze . . . but is he really
Page 3/12

Read PDF Surviving The Applewhites Summary Chapter By Chapter
as tough or as bad as he seems?

Waiting for Unicorns
A lightning strike made Lucy, twelve, a math genius but, after years of
homeschooling, her grandmother enrolls her in middle school and she learns that
life is more than numbers.

Hope Was Here
Readers fell in love with teenage waitress Hope Yancey when Joan Bauer’s
Newbery Honor–winning novel was published ten years ago. Now, with a terrific
new jacket and note from the author, Hope’s story will inspire a new group of teen
readers.

Toliver's Secret
The side-splittingly funny Newbery Honor Book about a rebellious boy who is sent
to a home-schooling program run by one family—the creative, kooky, loud, and
loving Applewhites! Jake Semple is notorious. Rumor has it he managed to get
kicked out of every school in Rhode Island, and actually burned the last one down
to the ground. Only one place will take him now, and that's a home school run by
the Applewhites, a chaotic and hilarious family of artists: poet Lucille, theater
director Randolph, dancer Cordelia, and dreamy Destiny. The only one who doesn't
fit the Applewhite mold is E.D.—a smart, sensible girl who immediately clashes
with the defiant Jake. Jake thinks surviving this new school will be a breeze . . . but
is he really as tough or as bad as he seems?

Danger! Tiger Crossing
When four child prodigies--Miranda, Doug, Taryn, and Elijah--transfer from a center
for research and rehabilitation to an experimental group home, they face another
way of connecting with their world. Reprint.

One Day and One Amazing Morning on Orange Street
This third story about the madcap family introduced in Stephanie Tolan’s Newbery
Honor Book Surviving the Applewhites features even more outlandish adventures
and will appeal to fans of the Applewhites and those meeting them for the first
time. E.D. and Jake are doing their best to forget their bewildering kiss—after all,
they’re practically family—and get back to “normal” life with the decidedly
abnormal, highly creative Applewhites. When the family’s biggest fan, Jeremy
Bernstein, pulls up to Wit’s End in an “Art Bus,” he brings with him a proposal for
an Education Expedition: a cross-country road trip, educational quest, and videodocumented competition for a big cash prize. Jeremy also drags along his troubled
but beautiful niece, Melody. She’ll be joining the expedition with her own rebellious
flair, much to Jake’s delight . . . and E.D.’s exasperation. With characteristic
Applewhite enthusiasm, the artists face disastrous performances, fainting goats,
and some very bad ideas—but can they make it through the road trip in one piece?
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Schooled
Capricorn (Cap) Anderson has never watched television. He's never tasted a pizza.
Never heard of a wedgie. Since he was little, his only experience has been living on
a farm commune and being home-schooled by his hippie grandmother, Rain. But
when Rain falls out of a tree while picking plums and has to stay in the hospital,
Cap is forced to move in with a guidance counselor and her cranky teen daughter
and attend the local middle school. While Cap knows a lot about tie-dying and Zen
Buddhism, no education could prepare him for the politics of public school. Right
from the beginning, Cap's weirdness makes him a moving target at Claverage
Middle School (dubbed C-Average by the students). He has long, ungroomed hair;
wears hemp clothes; and practises tai chi on the lawn. Once Zack Powers, big man
on campus, spots Cap, he can't wait to introduce him to the age-old tradition at CAverage: the biggest nerd is nominated for class president-and wins.

The Shadow Club
When his family exceeds its legal debt limit, thirteen-year-old Matt is sent to the
Federal Debt Rehabilitation Agency workhouse, where he discovers illicit activities
are being carried out using the children who have been placed there.

Wishworks, Inc.
“Wow. This book totally rocks. It arrived on a day when I was in deep confusion and
sadness about my age. Everything about it, from my invisibility to my neck. Within
four or five wise, passionate pages, I had found insight, illumination, and
inspiration. I never use the word empower, but this book has empowered me.”
—Anne Lamott, New York Times bestselling author Author, activist, and TED
speaker Ashton Applewhite has written a rousing manifesto calling for an end to
discrimination and prejudice on the basis of age. In our youth obsessed culture,
we’re bombarded by media images and messages about the despairs and declines
of our later years. Beauty and pharmaceutical companies work overtime to
convince people to purchase products that will retain their youthful appearance
and vitality. Wrinkles are embarrassing. Gray hair should be colored and bald
heads covered with implants. Older minds and bodies are too frail to keep up with
the pace of the modern working world and olders should just step aside for the new
generation. Ashton Applewhite once held these beliefs too until she realized where
this prejudice comes from and the damage it does. Lively, funny, and deeply
researched, This Chair Rocks traces her journey from apprehensive boomer to proaging radical, and in the process debunks myth after myth about late life.
Explaining the roots of ageism in history and how it divides and debases,
Applewhite examines how ageist stereotypes cripple the way our brains and bodies
function, looks at ageism in the workplace and the bedroom, exposes the cost of
the all-American myth of independence, critiques the portrayal of elders as
burdens to society, describes what an all-age-friendly world would look like, and
offers a rousing call to action. It’s time to create a world of age equality by making
discrimination on the basis of age as unacceptable as any other kind of bias.
Whether you’re older or hoping to get there, this book will shake you by the
shoulders, cheer you up, make you mad, and change the way you see the rest of
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your life. Age pride!

Surviving the Applewhites
When a new, white student nicknamed "The Jesus Boy" joins her sixth grade class
in the winter of 1971, Frannie's growing friendship with him makes her start to see
some things in a new light.

Maniac Magee
A Southern charmer for fans of Newbery Honor book Three Times Lucky by Sheila
Turnage Audrey Couloumbis's masterful debut novel brings to mind Karen Hesse,
Katherine Paterson, and Betsy Byars's The Summer of the Swans—it is a story you
will never forget. Willa Jo and Little Sister are up on the roof at Aunt Patty’s house.
Willa Jo went up to watch the sunrise, and Little Sister followed, like she always
does. But by mid-morning, they are still up on that roof, and soon it’s clear it
wasn’t just the sunrise that brought them there. The trouble is, coming down would
mean they’d have to explain, and they just can’t find the words. This is a funny,
sometimes heartbreaking, story about sisters, about grief, and about healing. Two
girls must come to terms with the death of their baby sister, their mother’s
unshakable depression, and the ridiculously controlling aunt who takes them in
and means well but just doesn’t understand children. Willa Jo has to try and make
things right in their new home, but she and Aunt Patty keep butting heads. Until
the morning the two girls climb up to the roof of her house. Aunt Patty tries
everything she can think of to get them down, but in the end, the solution is
miraculously simple. A Newbery Honor Book An ALA Notable Book A School Library
Journal Best Book of the Year

Penny from Heaven
Angel's dad is in jail and her mum's abandoned her and her little brother at their
great-grandmother's crumbling farmhouse. Grandma can't even look after herself,
let alone two children, so Angel finds that it's left up to her. In a dreary and lonely
world there is only one bright spot - amysterious stranger who appears on clear
nights to teach Angel all about the stars.* Katherine Paterson is an internationally
acclaimed author who has won the Newbery Medal (twice), the National Book
Award for Children's Literature (USA) twice, and the prestigious Hans Christian
Andersen Award

Emmy and the Incredible Shrinking Rat
Bran Slocum stands out from the moment he arrives at Ridgewood High, with his
oddly unfocused eye and his unusual mode of dress. The immediate target of
bullies, he seems strangely aloof and untouched. Sixteen year old Molly Pepper,
herself an outsider, is intrigued by his attitude and sets out to befriend him,
persuading her best friend David to join her in reaching out to him. Molly and David
begin to see that Bran is hiding some sort of secret, but they have no idea how
shocking the secret is until the truth hits Ridgewoodâin headlines that put Bran
and his new friends in terrible danger, as the whole town turns against them.
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Events spin out of control and fear spreads like a deadly contagion. Their
friendship deepening as they face the plague of hatred together, Bran, Molly and
David can only hope they will be able to stand against it.

Thread that Runs So True
Charley knows a lot about pain. She endures it when she walks on her newly
shattered leg, she sees it when her father buries himself in an eighty-hour work
week, and she runs from it when she sees photographs her mother took before her
death. Then one day, Charley meets a wild, abused dog that knows as much about
pain as she does, and, despite herself, she feels an immediate connection and
vows to help him. But how will one heartbroken girl help mend the battered spirit
of an untamable dog?

Applewhites Coast to Coast
Nikki wants to be a basketball star but between school stress, friend drama, and
babysitting woes, will she be able to make it on her new team? Judy Blume meets
Mike Lupica in this pitch-perfect, action-packed, and funny novel. Thirteen-year-old
Nikki Doyle's dreams of becoming a basketball great feel within reach when she's
selected to play on an elite-level club team. But in a league with taller, stronger,
and faster girls, Nikki suddenly isn't the best point guard. In fact, she's no longer a
point guard at all, which leaves her struggling to figure out who she is and how she
fits in. The stress piles on as Nikki's best friend spends more and more time with
another girl on the team, and when her science teacher assigns a family tree
project that will be impossible to complete unless Nikki reveals her most
embarrassing secret. As if that's not enough to deal with, to cover the costs of her
new team, Nikki has agreed to take care of her annoying younger brother after
school to save money on childcare. As the stakes rise on the basketball court, at
school, and at home, Nikki's confidence plummets. Can she learn to compete at
this new, higher level? And how hard is she willing to work to find out?

The Limit
Vanished? Liza Poole lives with her mother in one of the last balanced ecosystems
in North America -- the Gumbo Limbo Hammock deep within the lush kingdom of
the Florida Everglades. Some may think it strange to live outdoors, but Liza feels
lucky to live it strange to live outdoors, but Liza feels lucky to live in her small
yellow tent amidst tropical birds and exotic plants. And at the center of this natural
paradise lies Dajun, the majestic alligator who protects Gumbo Limbo's
environment. Then, one day, a state official arrives with frightening orders. Dajun
is scaring people nearby -- he must be killed! Liza takes action to save the
invaluable 'gator, but suddenly, he is nowhere to be found. Now, she must find
Dajun before it's too late, and her search will lead her into the heart of an exciting
eco mystery!

Getting Near to Baby
When her grandfather is injured, 10-year-old Ellen Toliver replaces him on a topPage 7/12
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secret patriotic mission. Disguised as a boy, she manages to smuggle a message
to General George Washington.

Nikki on the Line
"When ten-year-old Tiger Brooks and his family move into a new home, he sees
some strange things at the house next door-like a talking pig in a top hat! When he
and his neighbor, Luna Lopez, investigate, they discover a reclusive old woman
and her magical golden frame, through which they can enter the world's greatest
paintings. In this book, Tiger and Luna get pulled into the painting Surprised! or
Tiger in a Tropical Stormby Henri Rousseau. But they must escape the jungle
adventure before time runs out, otherwise they'll be trapped in the painting
forever! Praise for Danger! Tiger Crossing-"

This Chair Rocks
In 1778, George Washington unleashed an unlikely ring of spies in New York to
discover British battle plans.

Where I Want to Be
Louis Zamperini, a clever young delinquent turned Olympic runner, became an
airman when the war came. In 1943 his plane crashed into the Pacific Ocean,
where sharks, a sinking raft, thirst, starvation, and enemy aircraft, tested his will
and endurance.

The Same Stuff as Stars
Relates the story of a U.S. airman who survived when his bomber crashed into the
sea during World War II, spent forty-seven days adrift in the ocean before being
rescued by the Japanese Navy, and was held as a prisoner until the end of the war.

Applewhites at Wit's End
"LOOT hits the jackpot." -- Rick Riordan, #1 NEW YORK TIMES bestselling author On
a foggy night in Amsterdam, a man falls from a rooftop to the wet pavement
below. It's Archibald McQuinn, the notorious cat burglar, and he's dying. As sirens
wail in the distance, Archie manages to get out two last words to his young son,
March: "Find jewels." But March learns that his father is not talking about hidden
loot. He's talking about Jules, the twin sister March never knew he had. No sooner
than the two find each other, they're picked up by the police and sent to the
world's worst orphanage. It's not hard time, but it feels like it. March and Jules have
no intention of staying put. They know their father's business inside and out, and
they're tired of being pushed around. Just one good heist, and they'll live the life of
riches and freedom that most kids only dream about. . . . . Hold on to your pearls,
because this summer, the world's youngest criminal masterminds are coming for
you. Praise for Loot: "So many things I love about this book: Cursed jewels, a
dangerous prophecy, a crash course in the history of thievery, acrobatics and grift .
. . This is LOOT you can take to the bank. It's the perfect summer read for kids." -Page 8/12
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Rick Riordan, #1 NEW YORK TIMES bestselling author of the Percy Jackson series
"LOOT is one of those books that you'll want to devour in one sitting. Full of twists
and turns and thrills aplenty, with the perfect mixture of humor throughout, this is
a must-read. I really loved it." -- James Dashner, NEW YORK TIMES bestselling
author of THE MAZE RUNNER "LOOT is pure delight -- a super-smart, funny, and
exciting ride that I hoped would last forever. Full of wonderful characters and
gratifying twists, this story is truly something special." -- Rebecca Stead, NEW
YORK TIMES bestselling author and Newbery Medalist for WHEN YOU REACH ME "A
nonstop thrill ride of cons, schemes, and near misses, with more twists than a
pretzel factory. If middle grade heist counts as a genre, Jude Watson is the
master." -- Gordon Korman, NEW YORK TIMES bestselling author of SWINDLE
"LOOT is proof that Jude Watson can do it all: an edge-of-your seat mystery that
manages to be thrilling, funny, nail-biting, and full of real characters readers will
care about. I loved it." -- Peter Lerangis, NEW YORK TIMES bestselling author of The
Seven Wonders series "LOOT is one of my favorite reads in a very long time! I
could not put this book down!" -- Jennifer A. Nielsen, NEW YORK TIMES bestselling
author of THE FALSE PRINCE "LOOT breezes along in Jude Watson's trademark
smart, snappy style, a sophisticated caper with a charming and unforgettable cast
of characters." -- Natalie Standiford, author of THE SECRET TREE “LOOT is fast, fun,
and full of exciting twists -- like OCEANS 11 starring kids. Buried beneath the
exciting heist adventure is a beautifully written story of love and resilience, but
that just serves to deepen the surprises and suspense that will keep kids flipping
pages long after lights out.” -- Rachel Vail, author of UNFRIENDED "Bursting with
adventure, humor and heart, LOOT is an unputdownable treat. Just make sure to
hide it somewhere genius when you're done, so no one tries to steal it." -- Sarah
Mlynowski, bestselling author of the Whatever After series "One deadly curse, four
runaway kids and seven magical moonstones all add up to a page-turner full of
action and heart. This is OCEAN'S ELEVEN for the middle grade reader." -- Kirby
Larson, Newbery Honor author of HATTIE BIG SKY * "Akin to the best of rollercoaster rides. . . . Taut, engrossing, and unstoppable." -- KIRKUS REVIEWS, starred
review * "Jewel theft has never been as fun as in 39 Clues contributor Watson's
action-packed novel featuring Mission: Impossible - style escapades. . . . The high
level of suspense, ultra-short chapters, and fast pace will hook readers of all
stripes.” -- PUBLISHERS WEEKLY, starred review "Sassy narration, smart quips,
pigeon drops, and slang worthy of an episode of DRAGNET make this fast-paced
tale of topsy-turvy antics a joy from beginning to end. Don't try these high jinks at
home" -- BOOKLIST "A richly entertaining romp." -- BULLETIN OF THE CENTER FOR
CHILDREN'S BOOKS

The Missing 'Gator of Gumbo Limbo
This Newbery Honor Book tells the story of 11 -year-old Primrose, who lives in a
small fishing village in British Columbia. She recounts her experiences and all she
learns about human nature and the unpredictability of life after her parents are lost
at sea.

Unbroken
Jack Semple and E.D. Applewhite are back, in this middle-grade sequel to
Stephanie S. Tolan’s Newbery Honor Book Surviving the Applewhites. Teenager
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E.D., the not so artistic, not at all eccentric member of the unconventional
Applewhite clan, can't believe the plan her father has hatched to save the family
from financial disaster. He’s decided to transform their rural North Carolina farm
into a summer camp for creative children. Soon the farm is packed with
temperamental artists, out-of-control campers, and an even more out-of-control
goat. It's all a little too much for structure-loving E.D., even before threatening
notes begin appearing in the family mailbox. Together with Jake Semple--the boy
who survived his first year in the Applewhites' home school—she's determined to
save the camp and the family from disaster. Like Carl Hiassan’s Chomp,
Applewhites at Wit's End combines outrageous humor and the frustrations and joys
of being part of a family.

Everything on a Waffle
When a mysterious man arrives one day on Orange Street, the children who live on
the block try to find out who he is and why he’s there. Little do they know that his
story—and the story of a very old orange tree—connects to each of their personal
worries in ways they never could have imagined. From impressing friends to
dealing with an expanding family to understanding a younger sibling’s illness, the
characters’ storylines come together around that orange tree. Taking place over
the course of a day and a half, Joanne Rocklin’s masterful novel deftly builds a
story about family, childhood anxieties, and the importance of connection. In the
end the fate of the tree (and the kids who care for it) reminds us of the magic of
the everyday and of the rich history all around us. Praise for One Day and One
Amazing Morning on Orange Street STARRED REVIEWS “Unfolding in one day’s
time, the story recounts how secrets are revealed, curiosity is satisfied and wishing
becomes hope because the spirit and ties of friendship and community are resilient
and strong. Fully realized characters and setting definitely make this one morning
on Orange Street amazing.” –Kirkus Reviews, starred review "Fascinating and
thought-provoking, the writing has a gentle cadence, richness in detail, and is
charged with emotion. The book, like the oranges on the Orange Street tree,
presents segments of life that are both sweet and tart and sure to satisfy." –School
Library Journal, starred review “A touching story, beautifully told in multiple
viewpoints.” –Booklist “Each chapter focalizes the third-person narration through a
particular child, and the book weaves the singular tales into a larger story about a
community that is pleasingly quirky but still believable. Readers and parents
looking for some wholesome sweetness will want to make a visit to Orange Street.”
–The Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books AWARD: Pennsylvania School
Librarians Association (PSLA) Young Adult Top Forty list

Surviving the Applewhites
J.M. Coetzee's latest novel, The Schooldays of Jesus, will soon be available from
Viking. Set in post-apartheid South Africa, J. M. Coetzee’s searing novel tells the
story of David Lurie, a twice divorced, 52-year-old professor of communications
and Romantic Poetry at Cape Technical University. Lurie believes he has created a
comfortable, if somewhat passionless, life for himself. He lives within his financial
and emotional means. Though his position at the university has been reduced, he
teaches his classes dutifully; and while age has diminished his attractiveness,
weekly visits to a prostitute satisfy his sexual needs. He considers himself happy.
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But when Lurie seduces one of his students, he sets in motion a chain of events
that will shatter his complacency and leave him utterly disgraced. Lurie pursues his
relationship with the young Melanie—whom he describes as having hips “as slim as
a twelve-year-old’s”—obsessively and narcissistically, ignoring, on one occasion,
her wish not to have sex. When Melanie and her father lodge a complaint against
him, Lurie is brought before an academic committee where he admits he is guilty
of all the charges but refuses to express any repentance for his acts. In the furor of
the scandal, jeered at by students, threatened by Melanie’s boyfriend, ridiculed by
his ex-wife, Lurie is forced to resign and flees Cape Town for his daughter Lucy’s
smallholding in the country. There he struggles to rekindle his relationship with
Lucy and to understand the changing relations of blacks and whites in the new
South Africa. But when three black strangers appear at their house asking to make
a phone call, a harrowing afternoon of violence follows which leaves both of them
badly shaken and further estranged from one another. After a brief return to Cape
Town, where Lurie discovers his home has also been vandalized, he decides to stay
on with his daughter, who is pregnant with the child of one of her attackers. Now
thoroughly humiliated, Lurie devotes himself to volunteering at the animal clinic,
where he helps put down diseased and unwanted dogs. It is here, Coetzee seems
to suggest, that Lurie gains a redeeming sense of compassion absent from his life
up to this point. Written with the austere clarity that has made J. M. Coetzee the
winner of two Booker Prizes, Disgrace explores the downfall of one man and
dramatizes, with unforgettable, at times almost unbearable, vividness the plight of
a country caught in the chaotic aftermath of centuries of racial oppression. From
the Trade Paperback edition.

The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl
Newbery Honor–winning, New York Times–bestselling, and as full of fun and
adventure as it is of deeper family issues. School’s out for summer, and Penny and
her cousin Frankie have big plans to eat lots of butter pecan ice cream, swim at the
local pool, and cheer on their favorite baseball team—the Brooklyn Dodgers! But
sometimes things don’t go according to plan. Penny’s mom doesn’t want her to
swim because she’s afraid Penny will get polio. Frankie is constantly getting into
trouble, and Penny feels caught between the two sides of her family. But even if
the summer doesn’t exactly start as planned . . . things can work out in the most
unexpected ways! Set just after World War II, this thought-provoking novel also
highlights the prejudice Penny’s Italian American family must confront because
people of Italian descent were “the enemy” not long ago. Inspired by three-time
Newbery Honor winner Jennifer Holm’s own Italian American family, Penny from
Heaven is a story about families—about the things that tear them apart and the
things that bring them back together. Includes an author’s note with photographs
and background on World War II, internment camps, and 1950s America, as well as
additional resources and websites. Booklist: “Holm impressively wraps pathos with
comedy in this coming-of-age story, populated by a cast of vivid characters.”

Unbroken
Presents a true account of the experiences of a backwoods school teacher.
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