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The City and the Pillar and Seven Early
Stories
Sympathy for the Devil
Explores the characteristics and emotions of the crew
and passengers on a freight steamer imperiled by a
violent storm in Aleutian waters

Dark Green, Bright Red
An intimate, authorized yet totally frank biography of
Gore Vidal (1925-2012), one of the most
accomplished, visible, and controversial American
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novelists and cultural figures of the past century The
product of thirty years of friendship and conversation,
Jay Parini's Empire of Self digs behind the glittering
surface of Gore Vidal's colorful career to reveal the
complex emotional and sexual truths underlying his
celebrity-strewn life. But there is plenty of glittering
surface as well--a virtual Who's Who of the twentieth
century, from Eleanor Roosevelt and Amelia Earhart
through the Kennedys, Johnny Carson, Leonard
Bernstein, and the crème de la crème of Hollywood.
Also a generous helping of feuds with the likes of
William F. Buckley, Norman Mailer, Truman Capote,
and The New York Times, among other adversaries.
The life of Gore Vidal teemed with notable incidents,
famous people, and lasting achievements that call out
for careful evocation and examination. Jay Parini
crafts Vidal's life into an accessible, entertaining story
that puts the experience of one of the great American
figures of the postwar era into context, introduces the
author and his works to a generation who may not
know him, and looks behind the scenes at the man
and his work in ways never possible before his death.
Provided with unique access to Vidal's life and his
papers, Parini excavates many buried skeletons yet
never loses sight of his deep respect for Vidal and his
astounding gifts. This is the biography Gore
Vidal--novelist, essayist, dramatist, screenwriter,
historian, wit, provocateur, and pioneer of gay
rights--has long needed.

Williwaw
In a memoir of friendship that is filled with anecdotes
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about expat life in Italy, the author presents an
irresistible insider account of his relationship with
Gore Vidal, a man who prided himself on being
difficult to know.

The American Presidency
Biography.

Duluth
Winner of the PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction A
harvest and not a winnowing, this volume collects 103
stories, almost all of the short fiction that John Updike
wrote between 1953 and 1975. “How rarely it can be
said of any of our great American writers that they
have been equally gifted in both long and short
forms,” reads the citation composed for John Updike
upon his winning the 2006 Rea Award for the Short
Story. “Contemplating John Updike’s monumental
achievement in the short story, one is moved to think
of Nathaniel Hawthorne, Henry James, Ernest
Hemingway, and perhaps William Faulkner—writers
whose reputations would be as considerable, or
nearly, if short stories had been all that they had
written. From [his] remarkable early short story
collections . . . through his beautifully nuanced stories
of family life [and] the bittersweet humors of middle
age and beyond . . . John Updike has created a body
of work in the notoriously difficult form of the short
story to set beside those of these distinguished
American predecessors. Congratulations and heartfelt
thanks are due to John Updike for having brought
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such pleasure and such illumination to so many
readers for so many years.”

Julian
Master storyteller Gore Vidal’s 1952 classic. The fast
and furious hedonistic world of the jet-set commuting
between the glamour centres of Europe is the setting
for this famous novel by one of the twentieth
century’s most remarkable writers. Philip Warren is a
personable young American who moves amongst the
international demi-gods of wealth and status in search
of himself and a future which will satisfy his part
cynical, part romantic outlook.

The City and the Pillar
The character of President Lincoln, unremittingly
tested by the trials of the war years, is reflected
through the eyes of the diverse and colorful denizens
of Washington, including his wife Mary and his
political rivals and disciples

Empire of Self
The remarkable bestseller about the Roman emperor
who famously tried to halt the spread of Christianity,
Julian is widely regarded as one of Gore Vidal's finest
historical novels. Julian the Apostate, nephew of
Constantine the Great, was one of the brightest yet
briefest lights in the history of the Roman Empire. A
military genius on the level of Julius Caesar and
Alexander the Great, a graceful and persuasive
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essayist, and a philosopher devoted to restoring the
gods of Hellenism, he became embroiled in a fierce
intellectual war with Christianity that provoked his
murder at the age of thirty-two, only four years into
his brilliantly humane and compassionate reign. A
marvelously imaginative and insightful novel of
classical antiquity, Julian captures the religious and
political ferment of a desperate age and restores with
blazing wit and vigor the legacy of an impassioned
ruler.

Gore Vidal
The outrageous and immortal, gender-bending and
polymorphously perverse, over-the-top, and utterly ontarget comic masterpiece from the bestselling author
of Burr, Lincoln, and the National Book Award-winning
United States. With a new introduction by Camille
Paglia "I am Myra Breckinridge, whom no man will
ever possess." So begins the irresistible testimony of
the luscious instructor of Empathy and Posture at
Buck Loner's Academy of Drama and Modeling. Myra
has a secret that only her surgeon shares; a passion
for classic Hollywood films, which she regards as the
supreme achievements of Western culture; and a
sacred mission to bring heteronormative civilization to
its knees. Fifty years after its first publication
unleashed gales of laughter, delight, and ferocious
dissent ("Has literary decency fallen so low?" asked
Time), Myra Breckinridge's moment to instruct and
delight has once again arrived.

Gore Vidal's America
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Empire, the fourth novel in Gore Vidal's monumental
six-volume chronicle of the American past, is his
prodigiously detailed portrait of the United States at
the dawn of the twentieth century as it begins to
emerge as a world power. ------While America
struggles to define its destiny, beautiful and
ambitious Caroline Sanford fights to control her own
fate. One of Vidal's most in-spired creations, she is an
embodiment of the complex, vigorous young nation.
From the back offices of her Washington newspaper,
Caroline confronts the two men who threaten to
thwart her ambition: William Randolph Hearst and his
protégé, Blaise Sanford, Caroline's half brother. In
their struggles for power the lives of brother and
sister become intertwined with those of Presidents
McKinley and Roosevelt, as well as Astors,
Vanderbilts, and Whitneys--all incarnations of
America's Gilded Age. ------"Mr. Vidal demonstrates a
political imagination and insider's sagacity equaled by
no other practicing fiction writer," said The New York
Times Book Review. "Like the earlier novels in his
historical cycle, Empire is a wonderfully vivid
documentary drama." ------With a new Introduction by
the author. From the Hardcover edition.

Beijing Comrades
When a mortician appears on television to declare
that death is infinitely preferable to life, he sparks a
religious movement that quickly leaves Christianity
and most of Islam in the dust. Gore Vidal’s deft and
daring blend of satire and prophecy, first published in
1954, eerily anticipates the excesses of Jim Jones,
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David Koresh, and the Heaven’s Gate suicide
cult.-Print ed.

The Season of Comfort
ON THE EVE OF REVOLUTION, EGYPT IS A TINDERBOX.
WILL ONE AMERICAN LIGHT THE SPARK THAT SETS IT
ABLAZE? Gore Vidal was one of America’s greatest
and most controversial writers. The author of twentythree novels, five plays, three memoirs, numerous
screenplays and short stories, and well over two
hundred essays, he received the National Book Award
in 1993. In 1953, Vidal had already begun writing the
works that would launch him to the top ranks of
American authors and intellectuals. But in the wake of
criticism for the scandalous content of his third novel,
The City and the Pillar, Vidal turned to writing crime
fiction under pseudonyms: three books as “Edgar
Box” and one as “Cameron Kay.” The Edgar Box
novels were subsequently republished under his real
name. The Cameron Kay never was. Lost for more
than 60 years and overflowing with political and
sexual intrigue, Thieves Fall Out provides a delicious
glimpse into the mind of Gore Vidal in his formative
years. By turns mischievous and deadly serious, Vidal
tells the story of a man caught up in events bigger
than he is, a down-on-his-luck American hired to
smuggle an ancient relic out of Cairo at a time when
revolution is brewing and heads are about to roll. One
part Casablanca and one part torn-from-the-headlines
tabloid reportage, this novel also offers a startling
glimpse of Egypt in turmoil -- written over half a
century ago, but as current as the news streaming
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from the streets of Cairo today.

In Bed with Gore Vidal
This “fascinating” biography of an iconic American
author and public intellectual “is so full of incident
and celebrity . . . a pageant of entertaining stories”
(The Atlanta Journal-Constitution). Few writers of
recent memory have distinguished themselves in so
many fields, and so consummately, as Gore Vidal. A
prolific novelist, Vidal also wrote for film and theater,
and became a classic essayist of his own time,
delivering prescient analyses of American society,
politics, and culture. Known for his rapier wit and
intelligence, Vidal moved with ease among the
cultural elite—his grandfather was a senator, he was
intimate with the Kennedys, and one of his best
friends was Tennessee Williams. For this definitive
biography, Fred Kaplan was given access to Vidal’s
papers and letters. The result is an insightful and
entertaining portrait of an exceptional and mercurial
writer.

Live from Golgotha
When a mortician appears on television to declare
that death is infinitely preferable to life, he sparks a
religious movement that quickly leaves Christianity
and most of Islam in the dust. Now available in a
Penguin Classic edition, Gore Vidal's deft and daring
blend of satire and prophecy, first published in 1954,
eerily anticipates the excesses of Jim Jones, David
Koresh, and the Heaven's Gate suicide cult.
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The City and the Pillar Revised
From the author of MYRA BRECKINRIDGE and DARK
GREEN, BRIGHT RED, a novel, first published in 1949,
describing the growing-up of a brilliant and precocious
schoolboy whose parents separate when he is young,
and whose mother is portrayed as a 'monster'.

Eminent Outlaws
In the tiny Central American republic of Tenango, a
place of orchid--scented jungle, crumbling palaces
and baroque cathedrals, the rainy season is over and
the dusty days of winter have begun. It is time for
revolution. In an old plantation house the conspirators
meet: General Jorge Alvarez, returned from exile in
New Orleans with his hothead of a son and his proud,
beautiful daughter; a volatile entourage of
disenchanted colonels and rebel priests; and Peter
Nelson, an American soldier of fortune with his own
reasons for joining the rebels. Yet when the waiting is
over and the struggle for power under way, nothing in
Tenango turns out to be what it seems, not even the
tragedy that awaits them all.

The Art of Fiction
Advertisements for Myself, a diverse and freewheeling
tour through Mailer’s early career, covers the many
subjects with which he’d grapple for the rest of his
life: sex, race, politics, literature, and the systems of
power that shape American life. There are lists,
interviews, poems, confessions, postscripts, two
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Tables of Contents (one chronological, one thematic),
undergraduate short stories, fragments from a oneact play—and of course, Mailer’s classic,
groundbreaking essays, including “The White Negro
(Superficial Reflections on the Hipster)”, perhaps
Mailer’s most prescient early polemic, and “Mind of an
Outlaw”, which lends its name to Mailer’s latest, and
first posthumous, collection. A playful, unclassifiable
snapshot of American culture at the end of the fifties,
Advertisements for Myself, is also a cornerstone of
Mailer’s long and prolific career: “In this volume,”
declared The New York Times in 1959, “Mr. Mailer, at
36, shows once again that he is the most versatile if
not the most significant talent of his generation.”

Lincoln
For readers who can’t get enough of the hit Broadway
musical Hamilton,Gore Vidal’s stunning novel about
Aaron Burr, the man who killed Alexander Hamilton in
a duel—and who served as a successful, if often
feared, statesman of our fledgling nation. Here is an
extraordinary portrait of one of the most
complicated—and misunderstood—figures among the
Founding Fathers. In 1804, while serving as vice
president, Aaron Burr fought a duel with his political
nemesis, Alexander Hamilton, and killed him. In 1807,
he was arrested, tried, and acquitted of treason. In
1833, Burr is newly married, an aging statesman
considered a monster by many. But he is determined
to tell his own story, and he chooses to confide in a
young New York City journalist named Charles
Schermerhorn Schuyler. Together, they explore both
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Burr's past—and the continuing civic drama of their
young nation. Burr is the first novel in Gore Vidal's
Narratives of Empire series, which spans the history
of the United States from the Revolution to post-World
War II. With their broad canvas and sprawling cast of
fictional and historical characters, these novels
present a panorama of American politics and
imperialism, as interpreted by one of our most
incisive and ironic observers.

Empire
Gore Vidal is one of the most significant American
writers of the second half of the twentieth century,
having produced a large number of best selling
novels, essays, plays and pamphlets which have
impacted on major political and social debates for fifty
years. He is both a serious writer and a television and
movie celebrity, whose increasingly acerbic picture of
the United States guarantees he is both revered and
reviled. Gore Vidal′s America examines the ways in
which Vidal′s writings on history, politics, sex and
religion throw into focus our understandings of the
United States, but also recognizes his versatility and
inventiveness as a creative writer, some of whose
novels – Julian; Myra Breckinridge; Lincoln; Duluth –
are among the important literary works of their time.
Ranging from Vidal′s early defence of homosexuality
in The City and the Pillar (1948) to his most recent
writings on the war in Iraq, this book provides a
unique perspective on the evolution of post–World
War II American society, politics and literature. As
Altman writes: "Difficult not to see in the results of the
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2004 elections, where the Republican right gained in
both the White House and the Senate, proof of Vidal′s
worse fears, namely that the impact of imperial
adventure, big money and religious moralism would
increasingly imperil the American Republic."

Thieves Fall Out
By night the glittering world of Times Square,
cinemas, clubs and the brittle, played-out demimonde . . . by day a wasteland of hollow men, lonely
apartments and empty morning coffee stands . . .
Robert Holton has just returned from the torment and
strife of war in Europe and settled in a solitary
existence working for a New York stockbroking
business. The haunting memories of nights of love
spent in Florence are suppressed as he struggles to
succeed in an arid city. And when Carla turns up
unexpectedly from his more passionate past, Robert
finds he must choose between the fixed path of
money-making and dull conventionality and the
fraught, uncertain path of love and freedom.

Creation
In the years following World War II a group of gay
writers established themselves as major cultural
figures in American life. Truman Capote, the enfant
terrible, whose finely wrought fiction and nonfiction
captured the nation's imagination. Gore Vidal, the
wry, withering chronicler of politics, sex, and history.
Tennessee Williams, whose powerful plays rocketed
him to the top of the American theater. James
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Baldwin, the harrowingly perceptive novelist and
social critic. Christopher Isherwood, the English
novelist who became a thoroughly American novelist.
And the exuberant Allen Ginsberg, whose poetry
defied censorship and exploded minds. Together,
their writing introduced America to gay experience
and sensibility, and changed our literary culture. But
the change was only beginning. A new generation of
gay writers followed, taking more risks and writing
about their sexuality more openly. Edward Albee
brought his prickly iconoclasm to the American
theater. Edmund White laid bare his own life in
stylized, autobiographical works. Armistead Maupin
wove a rich tapestry of the counterculture, queer and
straight. Mart Crowley brought gay men's lives out of
the closet and onto the stage. And Tony Kushner took
them beyond the stage, to the center of American
ideas. With authority and humor, Christopher Bram
weaves these men's ambitions, affairs, feuds, loves,
and appetites into a single sweeping narrative.
Chronicling over fifty years of momentous changefrom civil rights to Stonewall to AIDS and beyondEMINENT OUTLAWS is an inspiring, illuminating tale:
one that reveals how the lives of these men are
crucial to understanding the social and cultural
history of the American twentieth century.

Advertisements for Myself
Presents thriteen essays and four interviews on topics
ranging from Jack Kerouac to AIDS

The Golden Age
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A satiric look at the state of the union centers on a
relocated Duluth and its assorted politicians,
policemen and women, terrestrial and extraterrestrial
aliens, Hispanics, feminists, mobsters, and other
minorities

Point to Point Navigation
Gore Vidal, known for such best-sellers as The City
and the Pillar, Burr, Lincoln, and Myra Breckinridge, is
a household name. The controversial Vidal ran for
Congress in 1960, and set sparks flying with his public
debates challenging William F. Buckley and Norman
Mailer. Although one of America's most admired and
prolific writers, Vidal has been steadfastly ignored or
impugned by many critics. This is partly owing to the
vast scope of his writings, which include more than
twenty novels, half a dozen plays, dozens of
screenplays, countless essays and book reviews,
political commentary, and short stories; how do the
critics approach such a writer? There has also been
backlash against Vidal, whose radical polemics and
undisguised contempt for those whom he has called
"the hacks and hicks of academe" have hardly
endeared him to the critical establishment.Gore Vidal:
Writer Against the Grain is the first collection of
critical essays to approach this important American
writer in an attempt to rectify the unwarranted
underestimation of his work. Jay Parini has drawn
from the best of previously published criticism and
commissioned fresh articles by leading contemporary
critics to construct a comprehensive portrait of Vidal's
multifaceted and memorable career. Writers as
Page 14/23

Bookmark File PDF The City And Pillar Gore Vidal
diverse as Harold Bloom, Stephen Spender, Catharine
R. Stimpson, Richard Poirier, and Italo Calvino
examine Vidal's work in their own highly individual
ways, and each finds a different Vidal to celebrate,
chide, recollect, or view close up. Also included is a
recent interview with Parini in which Vidal discusses
his career and his troubled relationship with the
reviewers.The Vidal that finally emerges from these
essays is a writer of undeniable weight and
importance. As readers will agree, Gore Vidal: Writer
Against the Grain establishes his rightful role as one
of the premier novelists and leading critical observers
of this century.

Messiah
The Judgement of Paris
This novel tells of a young gay man's search for love
in the closeted years of the 1940s.

1876
In this entertaining and enlightening collection David
Lodge considers the art of fiction under a wide range
of headings, drawing on writers as diverse as Henry
James, Martin Amis, Jane Austen and James Joyce.
Looking at ideas such as the Intrusive Author,
Suspense, the Epistolary Novel, Magic Realism and
Symbolism, and illustrating each topic with a passage
taken from a classic or modern novel, David Lodge
makes the richness and variety of British and
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American fiction accessible to the general reader. He
provides essential reading for students, aspiring
writers and anyone who wants to understand how
fiction works.

Messiah
This is the sequal to Vidal's novel Myra Breckinridge.
It continues the role of Myron, the Myra of the earlier
novel, who had undergone a sex-change operation.

The Early Stories
When Handong, a ruthless and wealthy businessman,
is introduced to Lan Yu, a nave, working-class
architectural studentthe attraction is all
consuming.Arrogant and privileged, Handong is
unsettled by this desire, while Lan Yu quietly submits.
Despite divergent lives, the two men spend their
nights together, establishing a deep connection.
When loyalties are tested, Handong is left questioning
his secrets, his choices, and his very identity.Beijing
Comrades is the story of a tumultuous love affair set
against the sociopolitical unrest of late-eighties China.
Due to its depiction of gay sexuality and its critique of
the totalitarian government,itwas originally published
anonymously on an underground gay website within
mainland China. This riveting and heartbreaking
novel, circulated throughout China in 1998, quickly
developed a cult following, and remains a central
work of queer literature from the People's Republic of
China. This is the first English-language translation of
Beijing Comrades.
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The City and the Pillar
The novelist and critic continues the story of his
eventful life, chronicling his odyssey through the
worlds of literature, TV, film, theater, politics, and
international society, and the illness and death of his
long-time partner, Howard Austen.

The City and the Pillar
Jim has never outgrown his crush on his childhood
friend.

The City and the Pillar. (Revised
Edition.).
The Golden Age is the concluding volume in Gore
Vidal's celebrated and bestselling Narratives of
Empire series-a unique pageant of the national
experience from the United States' entry into World
War Two to the end of the Korean War. The historical
novel is once again in vogue, and Gore Vidal stands
as its undisputed American master. In his six previous
narratives of the American empire-Burr, Lincoln,
1876, Empire, Hollywood, and Washington, D.C.-he
has created a fictional portrait of our nation from its
founding that is unmatched in our literature for its
scope, intimacy, political intelligence, and eloquence.
Each has been a major bestseller, and some have
stirred controversy for their decidedly ironic and
unillusioned view of the realities of American power
and of the men and women who have exercised that
power. The Golden Age is Vidal's crowning
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achievement, a vibrant tapestry of American political
and cultural life from 1939 to 1954, when the epochal
events of World War Two and the Cold War
transformed America, once and for all, for good or ill,
from a republic into an empire. The sharp-eyed and
sympathetic witnesses to these events are Caroline
Sanford, Washington, D.C., newspaper publisher
turned Hollywood pioneer producer-star, and Peter
Sanford, her nephew and publisher of the
independent intellectual journal The American Idea.
They experience at first hand the masterful
maneuvers of Franklin Roosevelt to bring a reluctant
nation into World War Two, and later, the actions of
Harry Truman that commit the nation to a decadeslong twilight struggle against Communismdevelopments they regard with a marked skepticism,
even though they end in an American global empire.
The locus of these events is Washington, D.C., yet the
Hollywood film industry and the cultural centers of
New York also play significant parts. In addition to
presidents, the actual characters who appear so
vividly in the pages of The Golden Age include
Eleanor Roosevelt, Harry Hopkins, Wendell Willkie,
William Randolph Hearst, Dean Acheson, Tennessee
Williams, Joseph Alsop, Dawn Powell-and Gore Vidal
himself. The Golden Age offers up United States
history as only Gore Vidal can, with unrivaled
penetration, wit, and high drama, allied to a classical
view of human fate. It is a supreme entertainment
that will also change readers' understanding of
American history and power.

Gore Vidal
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The author's early novel about homosexual life and
the immersion of a regular American man in the gay
subculture of New York and California is accompanied
by seven early stories written during the 1950s

Kalki
Jim Willard, former high-school athlete and clean-cut
boy-next-door-, is haunted by the memory of a
romanctic adolescent encounter with his friend Bob
Ford. As Jim pursues his first love, in awe of the very
same masculinity he possesses himself, his progresss
through the secret gay world of 1940's America
unveils surreptitious Hollywood affairs, the hidden life
of the military in the Second World War and the
underworld bar culture of New York City. With the
publication of his daring thrid novel The City and the
Pillar in 1948, Gore Vidal shocked the American
public, which has just begun to hail him as their
newest and brightest young writer. It remains not only
an authentic and profoundly importatnt social
document but also a serious exploration of the nature
of idealistic love.

Myra Breckinridge
Once again the incomparable Gore Vidal interprets
and animates history -- this time in a panoramic tour
of the 5th century B.C. -- and embellishes it with his
own ironic humor, brilliant insights, and piercing
observations. We meet a vast array of historical
figures in a staggering novel of love, war, philosophy,
and adventure . . . "There isn't a page of CREATION
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that doesn't inform and very few pages that do not
delight." -- John Leonard, The New York Times

In a Yellow Wood
The novelist shares his views on the American
political system and the foibles of the executive
branch

Myron
The third volume of Gore Vidal's magnificent series of
historical novels aimed at demythologizing the
American past, 1876 chronicles the political scandals
and dark intrigues that rocked the United States in its
centennial year. ------Charles Schermerhorn Schuyler,
Aaron Burr's unacknowledged son, returns to a
flamboyant America after his long, self-imposed
European exile. The narrator of Burr has come home
to recoup a lost fortune by arranging a suitable
marriage for his beautiful daughter, the widowed
Princess d'Agrigente, and by ingratiating himself with
Samuel Tilden, the favored presidential candidate in
the centennial year. With these ambitions and with
their own abundant charms, Schuyler and his
daughter soon find themselves at the centers of
American social and political power at a time when
the fading ideals of the young republic were being
replaced by the excitement of empire. ------"A glorious
piece of writing," said Jimmy Breslin in Harper's.
"Vidal can take history and make it powerful and
astonishing." Time concurred: "Vidal has no peers at
breathing movement and laughter into the historical
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past." ------With a new Introduction by the author.

Gore Vidal
Investigative journalist and aviatrix Teddy, who
narrates Gore Vidal's metaphysical thriller, has
moulded herself on flying ace Amelia Earhart.
Although she's aware that's a bit anachronistic, it
qualifies her to pilot Kalki, Vietnam vet and incarnate
of Vishnu, round Kathmandu in a story that soars from
New Orleans to Washington, Paris to New Delhi - ever
above and outside of this world

Burr
Timothy (later St. Timothy) is in his study in
Thessalonika, where he is bishop of Macedonia. It is
A.D. 96, and Timothy is under terrific pressure to
record his version of the Sacred Story, since, far in the
future, a cyberpunk (the Hacker) has been
systematically destroying the tapes that describe the
Good News, and Timothy's Gospel is the only one
immune to the Hacker's deadly virus. Meanwhile,
thanks to a breakthrough in computer software, an
NBC crew is racing into the past to capture—live from
the suburb of Golgotha—the Crucifixion, for a TV
special guaranteed to boost the network's ratings in
the fall sweeps. As a stream of visitors from twentiethcentury America channel in to the first-century Holy
Land—Mary Baker Eddy, Shirley MacLaine, Oral
Roberts and family—Timothy struggles to complete
his story. But is Timothy's text really Hacker-proof?
And how will he deal with the truth about Jesus' eating
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disorder? Above all, will he get the anchor slot for the
Big Show at Golgotha without representation by a
major agency, like CAA 1,896 years in the future?
Tune in.
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