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Black Death
"A humorous book about history's worst plagues from the Antonine Plague, to
leprosy, to polio and the heroes who fought them In 1518, in a small town in
France, Frau Troffea began dancing and didn't stop. She danced herself to her
death six days later, and soon thirty-four more villagers joined her. Then more. In a
month more than 400 people had died from the mysterious dancing plague. In latenineteenth-century England an eccentric gentleman founded the No Nose Club in
his gracious townhome a social club for those who had lost their noses, and other
body parts, to the plague of syphilis for which there was then no cure. And in turnof-the-century New York, an Irish cook caused two lethal outbreaks of typhoid
fever, a case that transformed her into the notorious Typhoid Mary and led to
historic medical breakthroughs. Throughout time, humans have been terrified and
fascinated by the plagues they've suffered from. Get Well Soon delivers the
gruesome, morbid details of some of the worst plagues in human history, as well
as stories of the heroic figures who fought to ease their suffering. With her
signature mix of in-depth research and upbeat storytelling, and not a little dark
humor, Jennifer Wright explores history's most gripping and deadly outbreaks."--

The 100 Most Influential Women of All Time
A moving account of resilience, hope, fear and mortality, and how these things
resonate in our lives, by actor and advocate Michael J. Fox. The entire world knows
Michael J. Fox as Marty McFly, the teenage sidekick of Doc Brown in Back to the
Future; as Alex P. Keaton in Family Ties; as Mike Flaherty in Spin City; and through
numerous other movie roles and guest appearances on shows such as The Good
Wife and Curb Your Enthusiasm. Diagnosed at age 29, Michael is equally engaged
in Parkinson’s advocacy work, raising global awareness of the disease and helping
find a cure through The Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s Research, the
world’s leading non-profit funder of PD science. His two previous bestselling
memoirs, Lucky Man and Always Looking Up, dealt with how he came to terms with
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the illness, all the while exhibiting his iconic optimism. His new memoir reassesses
this outlook, as events in the past decade presented additional challenges. In No
Time Like the Future: An Optimist Considers Mortality, Michael shares personal
stories and observations about illness and health, aging, the strength of family and
friends, and how our perceptions about time affect the way we approach mortality.
Thoughtful and moving, but with Fox’s trademark sense of humor, his book
provides a vehicle for reflection about our lives, our loves, and our losses. Running
through the narrative is the drama of the medical madness Fox recently
experienced, that included his daily negotiations with the Parkinson’s disease he’s
had since 1991, and a spinal cord issue that necessitated immediate surgery. His
challenge to learn how to walk again, only to suffer a devastating fall, nearly
caused him to ditch his trademark optimism and “get out of the lemonade business
altogether.” Does he make it all of the way back? Read the book.

Slaughterhouse-five
Plague is a terrifying mystery. In the Middle Ages, it wiped out 40 million people -40 percent of the total population in Europe. Seven hundred years earlier, the
Justinian Plague destroyed the Byzantine Empire and ushered in the Middle Ages.
The plague of London in the seventeenth century killed more than 1,000 people a
day. In the early twentieth century, plague again swept Asia, taking the lives of 12
million in India alone. Even more frightening is what it could do to us in the near
future. Before the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russian scientists created
genetically altered, antibiotic-resistant and vaccine-resistant strains of plague that
can bypass the human immune system and spread directly from person to person.
These weaponized strains still exist, and they could be replicated in almost any
laboratory. Wendy Orent's Plague pieces together a fascinating and terrifying
historical whodunit. Drawing on the latest research in labs around the world, along
with extensive interviews with American and Soviet plague experts, Orent offers
nothing less than a biography of a disease. Plague helped bring down the Roman
Empire and close the Middle Ages; it has had a dramatic impact on our history, yet
we still do not fully understand its own evolution. Orent's retelling of the four great
pandemics makes for gripping reading and solves many puzzles. Why did some
pandemics jump from person to person, while others relied on insects as carriers?
Why are some strains more virulent than others? Orent reveals the key differences
among rat-based, prairie dog-based, and marmot-based plague. The marmots of
Central Asia, in particular, have long been hosts to the most virulent and
frightening form of the disease, a form that can travel around the world in the blink
of an eye. From its ability to hide out in the wild, only to spring back into humanity
with a terrifying vengeance, to its elusive capacity to develop suddenly greater
virulence and transmissibility, plague is a protean nightmare. To make matters
worse, Orent's disturbing revelations about the former Soviet bioweapon programs
suggest that the nightmare may not be over. Plague is chilling reading at the dawn
of a new age of bioterrorism.

The Great Mortality
La moria grandissima began its terrible journey across the European and Asian
continents in 1347, leaving unimaginable devastation in its wake. Five years later,
twenty-five million people were dead, felled by the scourge that would come to be
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called the Black Death. The Great Mortality is the extraordinary epic account of the
worst natural disaster in European history -- a drama of courage, cowardice,
misery, madness, and sacrifice that brilliantly illuminates humankind's darkest
days when an old world ended and a new world was born.

The Great Mortality
The New York Times-bestselling, National Book Award-winning author of The Friend
brings her singular voice to a story about the meaning of life and death, and the
value of companionship. A woman describes a series of encounters she has with
various people in the ordinary course of her life: an ex she runs into by chance at a
public forum, an Airbnb owner unsure how to interact with her guests, a stranger
who seeks help comforting his elderly mother, a friend of her youth now
hospitalized with terminal cancer. In each of these people the woman finds a
common need: the urge to talk about themselves and to have an audience to their
experiences. The narrator orchestrates this chorus of voices for the most part as a
passive listener, until one of them makes an extraordinary request, drawing her
into an intense and transformative experience of her own. In What Are You Going
Through, Nunez brings wisdom, humor, and insight to a novel about human
connection and the changing nature of relationships in our times. A surprising story
about empathy and the unusual ways one person can help another through
hardship, her book offers a moving and provocative portrait of the way we live
now.

Get Well Soon
How to be a Victorian - travel back in time with the BBC's Ruth Goodman Step into
the skin of your ancestors . . . We know what life was like for Victoria and Albert.
But what was it like for a commoner like you or me? How did it feel to cook with
coal and wash with tea leaves? Drink beer for breakfast and clean your teeth with
cuttlefish? Dress in whalebone and feed opium to the baby? Catch the omnibus to
work and do the laundry in your corset? Surviving everyday life came down to the
gritty details, the small necessities and tricks of living . . . How To Be A Victorian by
Ruth Goodman is a radical new approach to history; a journey back in time more
intimate, personal and physical than anything before. It is one told from the inside
out - how our forebears interacted with the practicalities of their world - and it is a
history of those things that make up the day-to-day reality of life, matters so small
and seemingly mundane that people scarcely mention them in their diaries or
letters. Moving through the rhythm of the day, from waking up to the sound of a
knocker-upper man poking a stick at your window, to retiring for nocturnal
activities, when the door finally closes on twenty four hours of life, this astonishing
guide illuminates the overlapping worlds of health, sex, fashion, food, school, work
and play. If you liked A Time Traveller's Guide to Medieval England or 1000 Years
of Annoying the French, you will love this book. Ruth Goodman is an independent
scholar and historian, specialising in social and domestic history. She works with a
wide range of museums and other academic institutions exploring the past of
ordinary people and their activities. She has presented a number of BBC 2
television series, including Victorian Farm, Edwardian Farm and Wartime Farm. In
each of these programs, she spent a year recreating life from a different period. As
well as her involvement with the Farm series, Ruth makes frequent appearances
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on The One Show and Coast.

The Graves Are Walking
Social justice is a matter of life and death. It affects the way people live, their
consequent chance of illness, and their risk of premature death. We watch in
wonder as life expectancy and good health continue to increase in parts of the
world and in alarm as they fail to improve in others.

The Great Mortality
A cloth bag containing eight copies of the title.

The Black Death and the Transformation of the West
In this fresh approach to the history of the Black Death, John Hatcher, a worldrenowned scholar of the Middle Ages, recreates everyday life in a mid-fourteenth
century rural English village. By focusing on the experiences of ordinary villagers
as they lived - and died - during the Black Death (1345 - 50 AD), Hatcher vividly
places the reader directly into those tumultuous years and describes in fascinating
detail the day-to-day existence of people struggling with the tragic effects of the
plague. Dramatic scenes portray how contemporaries must have experienced and
thought about the momentous events - and how they tried to make sense of it all.

Justinian's Flea
Looks at clinical trials designed to test new drugs and the stories of three
volunteers

The Knife Man
Book of the Year, 2018 Saltire Literary Awards A CrimeReads Best True Crime Book
of the Month For fans of Caitlin Doughty, Mary Roach, and CSI shows, a renowned
forensic scientist on death and mortality. Dame Sue Black is an internationally
renowned forensic anthropologist and human anatomist. She has lived her life eye
to eye with the Grim Reaper, and she writes vividly about it in this book, which is
part primer on the basics of identifying human remains, part frank memoir of a
woman whose first paying job as a schoolgirl was to apprentice in a butcher shop,
and part no-nonsense but deeply humane introduction to the reality of death in our
lives. It is a treat for CSI junkies, murder mystery and thriller readers, and anyone
seeking a clear-eyed guide to a subject that touches us all. Cutting through hype,
romanticism, and cliché, she recounts her first dissection; her own first
acquaintance with a loved one’s death; the mortal remains in her lab and at burial
sites as well as scenes of violence, murder, and criminal dismemberment; and
about investigating mass fatalities due to war, accident, or natural disaster, such
as the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami. She uses key cases to reveal how forensic
science has developed and what her work has taught her about human nature.
Acclaimed by bestselling crime writers and fellow scientists alike, All That Remains
is neither sad nor macabre. While Professor Black tells of tragedy, she also infuses
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her stories with a wicked sense of humor and much common sense.

In the Wake of the Plague
The Black Death of 1348–49 may have killed more than 50% of the European
population. This book examines the impact of this appalling disaster on England's
most populous city, London. Using previously untapped documentary sources
alongside archaeological evidence, a remarkably detailed picture emerges of the
arrival, duration and public response to this epidemic and subsequent fourteenthcentury outbreaks. Wills and civic and royal administration documents provide
clear evidence of the speed and severity of the plague, of how victims, many
named, made preparations for their heirs and families, and of the immediate social
changes that the aftermath brought. The traditional story of the timing and arrival
of the plague is challenged and the mortality rate is revised up to 50%–60% in the
first outbreak, with a population decline of 40–45% across Edward III’s reign.
Overall, The Black Death in London provides as detailed a story as it is possible to
tell of the impact of the plague on a major medieval English city.

Bubonic Plague
1666 was a watershed year for England. An outbreak of the Great Plague, the
eruption of the second Dutch War, and the devastating Great Fire of London all
struck the country in rapid succession and with devastating repercussions.
Shedding light on these dramatic events and their context, historian Rebecca
Rideal reveals an unprecedented period of terror and triumph. Based in original
archival research drawing on little-known sources, 1666 opens with the fiery
destruction of London before taking readers on a thrilling journey through a crucial
turning point in English history as seen through the eyes of an extraordinary cast
of historical characters. While the central events of this significant year were ones
of devastation and defeat, 1666 also offers a glimpse of the incredible scientific
and artistic progress being made at that time, from Isaac Newton’s discovery of
gravity to the establishment of The London Gazette. It was in this year that John
Milton completed Paradise Lost, Frances Stewart posed for the iconic image of
Britannia, and a young architect named Christopher Wren proposed a plan for a
new London—a stone phoenix to rise from the charred ashes of the old city. With
flair and style, 1666 exposes readers to a city and a country on the cusp of
modernity and a series of events that altered the course of history.

The Black Death
Focusing on Britain’s peasants, shopkeepers, and other commoners, this history of
the deadly Black Plague is a “local account of the countrywide calamity” (The
Times). In this intimate history of the extraordinary Black Plague pandemic that
swept through the British Isles in 1665, Evelyn Lord focuses on the plague’s effects
on smaller towns, where every death was a singular blow affecting the entire
community. Lord’s fascinating reconstruction of life during plague times presents
the personal experiences of a wide range of individuals, from historical notables
Samuel Pepys and Isaac Newton to common folk who tilled the land and ran the
shops. The Great Plague brings this dark era to vivid life—through stories of loss
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and survival from those who grieved, those who fled, and those who hid to await
their fate. Includes maps, photos, and illustrations

The Black Death
From the author of the acclaimed Insectopedia, a powerful exploration of loss,
endurance, and the absences that permeate the present When Hugh Raffles’s two
sisters died suddenly within a few weeks of each other, he reached for rocks,
stones, and other seemingly solid objects as anchors in a world unmoored, as ways
to make sense of these events through stories far larger than his own. A moving,
profound, and affirming meditation, The Book of Unconformities is grounded in
stories of stones: Neolithic stone circles, Icelandic lava, mica from a Nazi
concentration camp, petrified whale blubber in Svalbard, the marble prized by
Manhattan’s Lenape, and a huge Greenlandic meteorite that arrived with six Inuit
adventurers in the exuberant but fractious New York City of 1897. As Raffles
follows these fundamental objects, unearthing the events they’ve engendered, he
finds them losing their solidity and becoming as capricious, indifferent, and willful
as time itself.

Plague
The Black Death was the fourteenth century's equivalent of a nuclear war. It wiped
out one-third of Europe's population, taking millions of lives. The author draws
together the most recent scientific discoveries and historical research to pierce the
mist and tell the story of the Black Death as a gripping, intimate narrative.

The Book of Unconformities
Sweeping across the known world with unchecked devastation, the Black Death
claimed between 75 million and 200 million lives in four short years. In this
engaging and well-researched book, the trajectory of the plague’s march west
across Eurasia and the cause of the great pandemic is thoroughly explored. Inside
you will read about ✓ What was the Black Death? ✓ A Short History of Pandemics ✓
Chronology & Trajectory ✓ Causes & Pathology ✓ Medieval Theories & Disease
Control ✓ Black Death in Medieval Culture ✓ Consequences Fascinating insights
into the medieval mind’s perception of the disease and examinations of
contemporary accounts give a complete picture of what the world’s most effective
killer meant to medieval society in particular and humanity in general.

Three on the Edge
Looking beyond the view of the plague as unmitigated catastrophe, Herlihy finds
evidence for its role in the advent of new population controls, the establishment of
universities, the spread of Christianity, the dissemination of vernacular cultures,
and even the rise of nationalism. This book, which displays a distinguished
scholar's masterly synthesis of diverse materials, reveals that the Black Death can
be considered the cornerstone of the transformation of Europe.

Closing the Gap in a Generation
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The bubonic plague is a disease spread by fleas that live on rats. Outbreaks of the
disease killed millions of people. Read this book to learn more about the history of
this infectious disease. The Capstone Interactive edition comes with simultaneous
access for every student in your school and includes read aloud audio recorded by
professional voice over artists.

The Black Death, 1346-1353
From the acclaimed author of Miracle Cure and The Third Horseman, the epic story
of the collision between one of nature's smallest organisms and history's mightiest
empire During the golden age of the Roman Empire, Emperor Justinian reigned
over a territory that stretched from Italy to North Africa. It was the zenith of his
achievements and the last of them. In 542 AD, the bubonic plague struck. In
weeks, the glorious classical world of Justinian had been plunged into the medieval
and modern Europe was born. At its height, five thousand people died every day in
Constantinople. Cities were completely depopulated. It was the first pandemic the
world had ever known and it left its indelible mark: when the plague finally ended,
more than 25 million people were dead. Weaving together history, microbiology,
ecology, jurisprudence, theology, and epidemiology, Justinian's Flea is a unique
and sweeping account of the little known event that changed the course of a
continent. From the Trade Paperback edition.

Eyam
On June 8, 2010, while on a book tour for his bestselling memoir, Hitch-22,
Christopher Hitchens was stricken in his New York hotel room with excruciating
pain in his chest and thorax. As he would later write in the first of a series of awardwinning columns for Vanity Fair, he suddenly found himself being deported "from
the country of the well across the stark frontier that marks off the land of malady."
Over the next eighteen months, until his death in Houston on December 15, 2011,
he wrote constantly and brilliantly on politics and culture, astonishing readers with
his capacity for superior work even in extremis. Throughout the course of his
ordeal battling esophageal cancer, Hitchens adamantly and bravely refused the
solace of religion, preferring to confront death with both eyes open. In this riveting
account of his affliction, Hitchens poignantly describes the torments of illness,
discusses its taboos, and explores how disease transforms experience and changes
our relationship to the world around us. By turns personal and philosophical,
Hitchens embraces the full panoply of human emotions as cancer invades his body
and compels him to grapple with the enigma of death. MORTALITY is the
exemplary story of one man's refusal to cower in the face of the unknown, as well
as a searching look at the human predicament. Crisp and vivid, veined throughout
with penetrating intelligence, Hitchens's testament is a courageous and lucid work
of literature, an affirmation of the dignity and worth of man.

Mortality
A fascinating work of detective history, The Black Death traces the causes and farreaching consequences of this infamous outbreak of plague that spread across the
continent of Europe from 1347 to 1351. Drawing on sources as diverse as monastic
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manuscripts and dendrochronological studies (which measure growth rings in
trees), historian Robert S. Gottfried demonstrates how a bacillus transmitted by rat
fleas brought on an ecological reign of terror -- killing one European in three,
wiping out entire villages and towns, and rocking the foundation of medieval
society and civilization.

The Black Death
A dramatic account of the violent ancient battle traces the massive defeat of the
huge but inexperienced Roman army by Hannibal's forces, interpreting the larger
course of the Second Punic War and the often-disastrous ways in which the battle
has been imitated throughout history.

The Black Death
A series of natural disasters in the Orient during the fourteenth century brought
about the most devastating period of death and destruction in European history.
The epidemic killed one-third of Europe's people over a period of three years, and
the resulting social and economic upheaval was on a scale unparalleled in all of
recorded history. Synthesizing the records of contemporary chroniclers and the
work of later historians, Philip Ziegler offers a critically acclaimed overview of this
crucial epoch in a single masterly volume. The Black Death vividly and
comprehensively brings to light the full horror of this uniquely catastrophic event
that hastened the disintegration of an age.

The Ghosts of Cannae
The incredible true story of how a cycle of rain, cold, disease, and warfare created
the worst famine in European history—years before the Black Death, from the
author of Justinian's Flea and the forthcoming Miracle Cure In May 1315, it started
to rain. For the seven disastrous years that followed, Europeans would be visited
by a series of curses unseen since the third book of Exodus: floods, ice, failures of
crops and cattle, and epidemics not just of disease, but of pike, sword, and spear.
All told, six million lives—one-eighth of Europe’s total population—would be lost.
With a category-defying knowledge of science and history, William Rosen tells the
stunning story of the oft-overlooked Great Famine with wit and drama and
demonstrates what it all means for today’s discussions of climate change. From the
Trade Paperback edition.

Black Death in London
A look in to the history behind the village of Eyam when the plague came killing
the majority of the population.

The Black Death 1348 - 1350: A Brief History with Documents
Chronicles the Great Plague that devastated Asia and Europe in the fourteenth
century, documenting the experiences of people who lived during its height while
describing the harrowing decline of moral boundaries that also marked the period.
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40,000 first printing.

How to be a Victorian
The Black Plague is depressing read but it’s something that’s forever embedded in
history. It happened. People died. Lessons learned and discoveries made. The last
two points are what will make the Black Plague an interesting reading. Be there to
guide your child through the circumstances and end-results of one of the most
unfortunate events in history. Grab a copy today.

What Are You Going Through
Experts analyze death-related issues and policies in twelve countries, discussing
health care costs, advance directives, pain management, cultural, social, and
religious factors, and other topics.

The Great Plague
A compelling history of the Black Death that scoured Europe in the mid-14th
century killing 25 million people. It was one of the worst human disasters in
history.

All that Remains
The Great Plague is one of the most compelling events in human history, even
more so now, when the notion of plague—be it animal or human—has never
loomed larger as a contemporary public concern The plague that devastated Asia
and Europe in the 14th century has been of never-ending interest to both scholarly
and general readers. Many books on the plague rely on statistics to tell the story:
how many people died; how farm output and trade declined. But statistics can’t
convey what it was like to sit in Siena or Avignon and hear that a thousand people
a day are dying two towns away. Or to have to chose between your own life and
your duty to a mortally ill child or spouse. Or to live in a society where the bonds of
blood and sentiment and law have lost all meaning, where anyone can murder or
rape or plunder anyone else without fear of consequence. In The Great Mortality,
author John Kelly lends an air of immediacy and intimacy to his telling of the
journey of the plague as it traveled from the steppes of Russia, across Europe, and
into England, killing 75 million people—one third of the known population—before
it vanished.

1666: Plague, War, and Hellfire
The first paperback edition of this unique and shocking guide to the Black Death in
Europe.

The Black Plague: Dark History- Children's Medieval History
Books
A biography of artist John James Audubon offers a study of his private life, detailing
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his arrival in America from France in 1803, his life in frontier Kentucky, and his
extraordinary images of native American wildlife.

The Great Mortality
Through the ages women have had to fight to be taken seriously, have their work
accepted, and be considered the equal of men intellectually and creatively. This
book tips its hat to women such as Cleopatra, Joan of Arc, Sojourner Truth, and
Princess Diana, who have made their mark and forever changed the world with
their contributions.

The Third Horseman
A magisterial account of one of the worst disasters to strike humankind--the Great
Irish Potato Famine--conveyed as lyrical narrative history from the acclaimed
author of The Great Mortality Deeply researched, compelling in its details, and
startling in its conclusions about the appalling decisions behind a tragedy of epic
proportions, John Kelly's retelling of the awful story of Ireland's great hunger will
resonate today as history that speaks to our own times. It started in 1845 and
before it was over more than one million men, women, and children would die and
another two million would flee the country. Measured in terms of mortality, the
Great Irish Potato Famine was the worst disaster in the nineteenth century--it
claimed twice as many lives as the American Civil War. A perfect storm of bacterial
infection, political greed, and religious intolerance sparked this catastrophe. But
even more extraordinary than its scope were its political underpinnings, and The
Graves Are Walking provides fresh material and analysis on the role that Britain's
nation-building policies played in exacerbating the devastation by attempting to
use the famine to reshape Irish society and character. Religious dogma, anti-relief
sentiment, and racial and political ideology combined to result in an almost
inconceivable disaster of human suffering. This is ultimately a story of triumph
over perceived destiny: for fifty million Americans of Irish heritage, the saga of a
broken people fleeing crushing starvation and remaking themselves in a new land
is an inspiring story of revival. Based on extensive research and written with
novelistic flair, The Graves Are Walking draws a portrait that is both intimate and
panoramic, that captures the drama of individual lives caught up in an
unimaginable tragedy, while imparting a new understanding of the famine's causes
and consequences.

The Black Death
The Black Death was the first recorded pandemic in Europe after the fall of the
Roman Empire. All across the continent, people learned just how gruesome and
horrific disease could be as the plague crossed the boundaries of countries and the
lines established by society, killing everyone equally.

No Time Like the Future
This new text offers a wealth of documentary material focused on the initial
outbreak of the plague that ravaged the world in the 14th century. A
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comprehensive introduction providing background on the origins and spread of the
Black Death is followed by nearly 50 documents covering the responses of medical
practitioners; the social and economic impact; religious responses. Each chapter
has an introduction that summarizes the issues explored in the documents and
headnotes to provide additional background material. The book contains
documents from many countries - including Muslim and Byzantine sources - to give
students a variety of perspectives on this devastating illness and its consequences.

John James Audubon
This series provides texts central to medieval studies courses and focuses upon the
diverse cultural, social and political conditions that affected the functioning of all
levels of medieval society. Translations are accompanied by introductory and
explanatory material and each volume includes a comprehensive guide to the
sources' interpretation, including discussion of critical linguistic problems and an
assessment of recent research on the topics covered. From 1348 to 1350 Europe
was devastated by an epidemic that left between a third and one half of the
population dead. This source book traces, through contemporary writings, the
calamitous impact of the Black Death in Europe, with a particular emphasis on its
spread across England from 1348 to 1349. Rosemary Horrox surveys contemporary
attempts to explain the plague, which was universally regarded as an expression of
divine vengeance for the sins of humankind. Moralists all had their particular
targets for criticism. However, this emphasis on divine chastisement did not
preclude attempts to explain the plague in medical or scientific terms. Also, there
was a widespread belief that human agencies had been involved, and such
scapegoats as foreigners, the poor and Jews were all accused of poisoning wells.
The final section of the book charts the social and psychological impact of the
plague, and its effect on the late-medieval economy.

When Breath Becomes Air
Billy Pilgrim returns home from the Second World War only to be kidnapped by
aliens from the planet Tralfamadore, who teach him that time is an eternal present

End-of-life Decision Making
When Robert Louis Stevenson wrote his gothic horror story of Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde, he based the house of the genial doctor-turned-fiend on the home of John
Hunter. The choice was understandable, for Hunter was both widely acclaimed and
greatly feared. From humble origins, John Hunter rose to become the most famous
anatomist and surgeon of the eighteenth century. In an age when operations were
crude, extremely painful, and often fatal, he rejected medieval traditions to forge a
revolution in surgery founded on pioneering scientific experiments. Using the
knowledge he gained from countless human dissections, Hunter worked to improve
medical care for both the poorest and the best-known figures of the era—including
Sir Joshua Reynolds and the young Lord Byron. An insatiable student of all lifeforms, Hunter was also an expert naturalist. He kept exotic creatures in his country
menagerie and dissected the first animals brought back by Captain Cook from
Australia. Ultimately his research led him to expound highly controversial views on
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the age of the earth, as well as equally heretical beliefs on the origins of life more
than sixty years before Darwin published his famous theory. Although a central
figure of the Enlightenment, Hunter’s tireless quest for human corpses immersed
him deep in the sinister world of body snatching. He paid exorbitant sums for
stolen cadavers and even plotted successfully to steal the body of Charles Byrne,
famous in his day as the “Irish giant.” In The Knife Man, Wendy Moore unveils John
Hunter’s murky and macabre world—a world characterized by public hangings,
secret expeditions to dank churchyards, and gruesome human dissections in
pungent attic rooms. This is a fascinating portrait of a remarkable pioneer and his
determined struggle to haul surgery out of the realms of meaningless superstitious
ritual and into the dawn of modern medicine.
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