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Medieval Islamic Medicine
When the Abbasids overthrew the Umayyads in 750 CE and ushered in Islam’s
Golden Age, ideas about gender and sexuality were central to the process by which
the caliphate achieved self-definition and articulated its systems of power and
thought. Nadia Maria El Cheikh’s study reveals the importance of women to the
writing of early Islamic history.

Population Dynamics in Muslim Countries
The Islamic Golden Age and the Caliphates
During the Golden Age of Islam (seventh through seventeenth centuries A.D.),
Muslim philosophers and poets, artists and scientists, princes and laborers created
a unique culture that has influenced societies on every continent. This book offers
a fully illustrated, highly accessible introduction to an important aspect of that
culture—the scientific achievements of medieval Islam. Howard Turner opens with
a historical overview of the spread of Islamic civilization from the Arabian peninsula
eastward to India and westward across northern Africa into Spain. He describes
how a passion for knowledge led the Muslims during their centuries of empirebuilding to assimilate and expand the scientific knowledge of older cultures,
including those of Greece, India, and China. He explores medieval Islamic
accomplishments in cosmology, mathematics, astronomy, astrology, geography,
medicine, natural sciences, alchemy, and optics. He also indicates the ways in
which Muslim scientific achievement influenced the advance of science in the
Western world from the Renaissance to the modern era. This survey of historic
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Muslim scientific achievements offers students and general readers a window into
one of the world's great cultures, one which is experiencing a remarkable
resurgence as a religious, political, and social force in our own time.

The House of Wisdom
Lavishly illustrated with over 300 pictures, including more than 200 in full color,
The Oxford History of Islam offers the most wide-ranging and authoritative account
available of the second largest--and fastest growing--religion in the world. John L.
Esposito, Editor-in-Chief of the four-volume Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern
Islamic World, has gathered together sixteen leading scholars, both Muslim and
non-Muslim, to examine the origins and historical development of Islam--its faith,
community, institutions, sciences, and arts. Beginning in the pre-Islamic Arab
world, the chapters range from the story of Muhammad and his Companions, to the
development of Islamic religion and culture and the empires that grew from it, to
the influence that Islam has on today's world. The book covers a wide array of
subjects, casting light on topics such as the historical encounter of Islam and
Christianity, the role of Islam in the Mughal and Ottoman empires, the growth of
Islam in Southeast Asia, China, and Africa, the political, economic, and religious
challenges of European imperialism in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and
Islamic communities in the modern Western world. In addition, the book offers
excellent articles on Islamic religion, art and architecture, and sciences as well as
bibliographies. Events in the contemporary world have led to an explosion of
interest and scholarly work on Islam. Written for the general reader but also
appealing to specialists, The Oxford History of Islam offers the best of that recent
scholarship, presented in a readable style and complemented by a rich variety of
illustrations.

A History of the Islamic World, 600-1800
The medical tradition that developed in the lands of Islam during the medieval
period (c. 650-1500) has, like few others, influenced the fates and fortunes of
countless human beings. It is the story of contact and cultural exchange across
countries and creeds, affecting caliphs, kings, courtiers, courtesans, and the
common crowd. In addition to being fascinating in its own right, it formed the roots
from which modern Western medicine arose. Contrary to the stereotypical picture,
medieval Islamic medicine was not simply a conduit for Greek ideas, but was a
locus for innovation and change.The book is organised around five topics: the
emergence of medieval Islamic medicine and its intense cross-pollination with
other cultures, the theoretical medical framework, the function of physicians within
the larger society, the medical care as seen through preserved case histories, and
the role of magic and devout religious invocations in scholarly as well as everyday
medicine. A concluding chapter on the 'afterlife' concerns the impact of medieval
Islamic medicine upon the European medical tradition and its continued practice
today. The aim of this book is not to compress the entire history of medieval
Islamic medicine into a single small volume. Rather, it presents an overview,
highlighted with particular examples.

The Caliph's Splendor
Page 2/13

Read Free The Islamic Golden Age Part 1 Of 2 New Muslims
This handbook addresses the historical background of the Islamic world and
reviews its basic past intellectual achievements. It studies social progress of these
regions and sub-regions in comparison with other parts of the world. It uses large
data sets and well established statistically weighted Indexes in order to assess the
nature and pace of the multiple facets of social change in member states of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). The handbook extensively discusses the
main challenges confronting the Islamic nations in the social, economic, political,
and ideological fields. Though it is recognizable that social change in the Islamic
World is generally positive, it remains highly variable in pace and there is room to
speed it up to the benefit of millions of deprived Muslim people. Hence, the book
studies the different propositions and programs of action, such as the United
Nations’ Millennium Development Campaign and the OIC’s Ten-Year Programme of
Action to present an integrated and comprehensive agenda of action to help
improve the situation in the Islamic World.

Illustrated Encyclopedia of Golden Age of Science and
Civilization in Islam
Written by bestselling author Saviour Pirotta, this fast-paced story is set in the
Islamic Golden Age when Baghdad was the largest and most dazzling city in the
world. Perfect for fans of thrilling adventure. Thirteen-year-old Jabir is hoping to
save his family from being made homeless by finding work in Baghdad. Famished
after his long journey to the city, Jabir is caught stealing bread and sent to prison.
Luckily, one of the guards there notices that he has a gift for carving wooden
models and he is released on the orders of the grand caliph Harun al Rashid
himself. In return Jabir must carve twelve golden horsemen, a gift from the caliph
to the emperor Charlemagne. But someone is determined to stop Jabir from
completing the work and he will stop at nothing, not even arson, to achieve his
aim. Can Jabir and his friend Yasmina finish the horsemen or will Jabir be sent back
to prison? This exciting and readable adventure story is packed with great
characters and insight into Islamic civilisation and the historic culture of the Middle
East circa AD 900, a period which is now studied in the National Curriculum. The
Flashbacks series offers dramatic stories set in key moments of history, perfect for
introducing children to historical topics.

The Book of Ingenious Devices
Get to know the scientific advancements and inventions created during the Islamic
Golden Age. Inculcate historic awareness deep in your child's consciousness to
develop a perpetual curiosity for truths. This book not only lists down truths, it also
provides age-appropriate explanations partnered with images. Grab a copy of this
picture book toda

Al-Biruni
Examines the cities of the ancient Arab world that became flourishing Muslim
metropolises which were key locations for the development of algebra, the decimal
system, astronomy, medicine, and other sciences from the eighth to the fifteenth
centuries.
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The Oxford History of Islam
A Washington Post Bestseller "FascinatingA lively readwe are indebted to Ms.
Menocal for opening up an important period of history." (Wall Street Journal) This
enthralling history, widely hailed as a revelation of a "lost" golden age, brings to
vivid life the rich and thriving culture of medieval Spain, where for more than
seven centuries Muslims, Jews, and Christians lived together in an atmosphere of
tolerance, and where literature, science, and the arts flourished.

Women, Islam, and Abbasid Identity
Islamic Empires
Timbuktu is famous as a center of learning from Islam’s Golden Age. Yet it was one
among many scholarly centers to exist in precolonial West Africa. Ousmane Kane
charts the rise of Muslim learning in West Africa from the beginning of Islam to the
present day and corrects lingering misconceptions about Africa’s Muslim heritage
and its influence.

The Return of the Storyteller in Contemporary Fiction
'Outstanding, illuminating, compelling a riveting read' Peter Frankopan, Sunday
Times Islamic civilization was once the envy of the world. From a succession of
glittering, cosmopolitan capitals, Islamic empires lorded it over the Middle East,
North Africa, Central Asia and swathes of the Indian subcontinent. For centuries the
caliphate was both ascendant on the battlefield and triumphant in the battle of
ideas, its cities unrivalled powerhouses of artistic grandeur, commercial power,
spiritual sanctity and forward-looking thinking. Islamic Empires is a history of this
rich and diverse civilization told through its greatest cities over fifteen centuries,
from the beginnings of Islam in Mecca in the seventh century to the astonishing
rise of Doha in the twenty-first. It dwells on the most remarkable dynasties ever to
lead the Muslim world - the Abbasids of Baghdad, the Umayyads of Damascus and
Cordoba, the Merinids of Fez, the Ottomans of Istanbul, the Mughals of India and
the Safavids of Isfahan - and some of the most charismatic leaders in Muslim
history, from Saladin in Cairo and mighty Tamerlane of Samarkand to the poetprince Babur in his mountain kingdom of Kabul and the irrepressible Maktoum
dynasty of Dubai. It focuses on these fifteen cities at some of the defining
moments in Islamic history: from the Prophet Mohammed receiving his divine
revelations in Mecca and the First Crusade of 1099 to the conquest of
Constantinople in 1453 and the phenomenal creation of the merchant republic of
Beirut in the nineteenth century.

The Ornament of the World
During the Middle Ages, the Islamic world experienced a time of remarkable
expansion when scientific invention and artistic creation flourished. Your Guide to
the Islamic Golden Age explores the important achievements and lasting legacy of
this magnificent era.
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Islam, Authoritarianism, and Underdevelopment
This is the first modern English translation of Dioscorides’ monumental 'De Materia
Medica', written in the first century of our era. It is based on the Greek text
established by Max Wellmann in 1906 - 1914. The medicinal materials whose
sources, preparations and uses are described include more than 600 plants, but
also animal products and minerals. The identification of plants is based on the
most recent scholarship on ancient Graeco-Roman botany. Four extensive indexes
(plants, animals, minerals, medical index) offer an easy access to the text. The
book will be of interest to classical philologists, to historians of medicine and of
science, to ethnobotanists and other anthropologists, and to research
pharmacologists who explore ancient and folk medical practices in the search of
new chemotherapies.

History of The Arabs
This classic history of the Arab peoples is a work of great thoroughness and insight
which contains much to satisfy general readers as well as scholars. Here is the
story of the rise of Islam in the Middle Ages, its conquests, its empire, its time of
greatness and of decay, unrolling one of the richest and most instructive
panoramas in history. For this reissue of the tenth edition, Walid Khalidi gives a
brief overview of the history and content of the book, and emphasises the vital
importance of Philip K. Hitti's magisterial and scholarly work to on-going attempts
to bridge the Arab/Western cultural divide.

Beyond Timbuktu
This book explores what life was really like for everyday people in the Islamic
Golden Age. Using primary sources and information from archeological discoveries,
it uncovers some fascinating insights and explodes some myths. Supported by
timelines, maps and references to important events and people, children will really
feel they are on a time-travelling journey when reading this book.

Science in Medieval Islam
This is the first encyclopedic guide to the history of relations between Jews and
Muslims around the world from the birth of Islam to today. Richly illustrated and
beautifully produced, the book features more than 150 authoritative and
accessible articles by an international team of leading experts in history, politics,
literature, anthropology, and philosophy. Organized thematically and
chronologically, this indispensable reference provides critical facts and balanced
context for greater historical understanding and a more informed dialogue
between Jews and Muslims. Part I covers the medieval period; Part II, the early
modern period through the nineteenth century, in the Ottoman Empire, Africa,
Asia, and Europe; Part III, the twentieth century, including the exile of Jews from
the Muslim world, Jews and Muslims in Israel, and Jewish-Muslim politics; and Part
IV, intersections between Jewish and Muslim origins, philosophy, scholarship, art,
ritual, and beliefs. The main articles address major topics such as the Jews of
Arabia at the origin of Islam; special profiles cover important individuals and
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places; and excerpts from primary sources provide contemporary views on
historical events. Contributors include Mark R. Cohen, Alain Dieckhoff, Michael
Laskier, Vera Moreen, Gordon D. Newby, Marina Rustow, Daniel Schroeter, Kirsten
Schulze, Mark Tessler, John Tolan, Gilles Veinstein, and many more. Covers the
history of relations between Jews and Muslims around the world from the birth of
Islam to today Written by an international team of leading scholars Features indepth articles on social, political, and cultural history Includes profiles of important
people (Eliyahu Capsali, Joseph Nasi, Mohammed V, Martin Buber, Anwar Sadat and
Menachem Begin, Edward Said, Messali Hadj, Mahmoud Darwish) and places
(Jerusalem, Alexandria, Baghdad) Presents passages from essential documents of
each historical period, such as the Cairo Geniza, Al-Sira, and Judeo-Persian
illuminated manuscripts Richly illustrated with more than 250 images, including
maps and color photographs Includes extensive cross-references, bibliographies,
and an index

Medicine and Religion
Scholars conveniently cite the Mongolian sack of Baghdad in 1258 as the end of
the Golden Age, but as you have seen in this course, the truth is more complex.
Consider several reasons why the era came to an end - including outside invaders,
shifting finances, changes in faith, and plain old human folly.

Lost Enlightenment
The book discusses the demographic changes in Muslim countries. It thereby
focuses on topics such as the demographic dividend and the demographic
transition, labour market challenges, health care, universal education and gender
issues. These challenges are addressed at a country level and include policy
implications for the large majority of the Muslim countries covered in this book.
Moreover, political consequences for Europe with respect to the integration of
Muslims are presented to the reader.

Humanism in the Renaissance of Islam
Publisher description

A History of Arabic Astronomy
The Golden Horsemen of Baghdad
A History of the Islamic World, 600–1800 supplies a fresh and unique survey of the
formation of the Islamic world and the key developments that characterize this
broad region’s history from late antiquity up to the beginning of the modern era.
Containing two chronological parts and fourteen chapters, this impressive overview
explains how different tides in Islamic history washed ashore diverse sets of
leadership groups, multiple practices of power and authority, and dynamic imperial
and dynastic discourses in a theocratic age. A text that transcends many of today’s
popular stereotypes of the premodern Islamic past, the volume takes a holistically
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and theoretically informed approach for understanding, interpreting, and teaching
premodern history of Islamic West-Asia. Jo Van Steenbergen identifies the Asian
connectedness of the sociocultural landscapes between the Nile in the southwest
to the Bosporus in the northwest, and the Oxus (Amu Darya) and Jaxartes (Syr
Darya) in the northeast to the Indus in the southeast. This abundantly illustrated
book also offers maps and dynastic tables, enabling students to gain an informed
understanding of this broad region of the world. This book is an essential text for
undergraduate classes on Islamic History, Medieval and Early Modern History,
Middle East Studies, and Religious History.

The State of Social Progress of Islamic Societies
This book takes a fascinating look at the role of the Arab-Islamic world in the rise of
the West. It examines the cultural transmission of ideas and institutions in a
number of key areas, including science, philosophy, humanism, law, finance,
commerce, as well as the Arab-Islamic world's overall impact on the Reformation
and the Renaissance.

Arab Science and Invention in the Golden Age
Al-Biruni was an Islamic scholar who served on the courts of more than six caliphs.
Like many of the great thinkers of the Islamic world’s Golden Age, his quest for
truth motivated him to seek knowledge through research and innovation. He did
this in the name of Allah. Al-Biruni set himself apart from his peers through his
sheer range of expertise and drive for perfection. His considerable progress in
astronomy, mathematics, geography, comparative religion, physical sciences, and
history earned the respect of his colleagues, influenced countless academic
followers, and remains as an inspiration to all who study his work today.

Daily Life in the Islamic Golden Age
The Islamic empire arose spectacularly in the 7th century and exercised influence
over a large geographic area until its fall to Mongol invaders in the 13th century.
The rulers, called caliphs, ushered in a new Islamic civilization with customs and
practices both distinct from and partially influenced by those of the areas it
conquered. The reigns of these caliphates, including the Abbasid caliphate, which
presided at the time of the Islamic Golden Age, are surveyed in this captivating
volume. Readers will learn about the expansion of Islamic influence and the
flourishing of scholarship in science, math, and more during this time.

The History and Achievements of the Islamic Golden Age
The Science and Inventions of the Islamic Golden Age - Religion
and Science | Characteristics of Early Societies Grade 4
It has taken 25 years of research and development to create this encyclopedia,
with the hope for International Scientific Awareness, Inter-Faith Understanding,
Sustainable Technological Innovation and a much desired World Peace. A Research
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into Scientific Experimentation / Empiricism (Ulum al 'itibar) and Origins, Attitudes,
Values and Rejuvenation of Islamic Science along with its implications on
Sustainable Development and new energy technologies. Award-winning
sustainability training specialist and internationally acclaimed Biologist, Poet and
Humanitarian, Gabriel Iqbal, translates his visions into pragmatic disciplines by
reviewing the entire history of Experimental Science and links with scientific
pragmatism and coexistence. The origins and sustainable ethical applications of
practical empirical scientific method are rooted in the Golden Age of Islam. A
thousand years of Science, Technology and Civilization in Islam (800 - 1800) and
its implication for Sustainable Development in a modern context is elaborated. This
illustrated encyclopedia is also available as an option with large poster prints of the
illustrations in this encyclopedia for usage as a supplement to the Educational
Science Curriculum and Science Museum Exhibitions. Optionally 60+ Colour Coded
Posters are available with this research for use in Schools, Universities and
Museums. The posters can be displayed permanently on the hallways, classrooms,
libraries and laboratories and will highly improve the student's visual appeal,
learning ability and knowledge of Science and Civilization in Islam along with
Proactive Solution Oriented Research and Innovation Capability for Ethical
Scientific Thinking, Global Leadership, Sustainability and above all a Responsible
and Sincere attitude towards World Peace. Science curriculum based projects are
also included. An extended bibliography is available to supplement this research.
The research in this encyclopedia is a form of "Civilized Science" that can perhaps
save us from our current challenge of evolving from a gregarious species to a
coexisting one. The goal is to work collectively as part of a world community and reengineer Scientific Ethics and Principles for the betterment of the Global Human
Condition and a Sustainable Future that works in Harmony with the Balanced
Phenomena of Natural Law. Also available by the author: Heart Intelligence - Book
Trilogy and Film - The film is available for viewing at no cost as a public education
enterprise on: www.heartintelligencebook.com Visit our official website to discover
films, documentaries and latest multimedia resources related to Islam, Science,
Sustainable Technological Innovations, Renewable Energy, Interfaith Education,
Well-being, Coexistence and Consciousness
www.eurekamakingadifference.com/illustrated-encyclopedia

The History of Islamic Political Thought
Analyzes Muslim countries' contemporary problems, particularly violence,
authoritarianism, and underdevelopment, comparing their historical levels of
development with Western Europe.

The History and Achievements of the Islamic Golden Age
Medicine and Religion is the first book to comprehensively examine the
relationship between medicine and religion in the Western tradition from ancient
times to the modern era. Beginning with the earliest attempts to heal the body and
account for the meaning of illness in the ancient Near East, historian Gary B.
Ferngren describes how the polytheistic religions of ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt,
Greece, and Rome and the monotheistic faiths of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
have complemented medicine in the ancient, medieval, and modern periods.
Ferngren paints a broad and detailed portrait of how humans throughout the ages
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have drawn on specific values of diverse religious traditions in caring for the body.
Religious perspectives have informed both the treatment of disease and the
provision of health care. And, while tensions have sometimes existed, relations
between medicine and religion have often been cooperative and mutually
beneficial. Religious beliefs provided a framework for explaining disease and
suffering that was larger than medicine alone could offer. These beliefs furnished a
theological basis for a compassionate care of the sick that led to the creation of the
hospital and a long tradition of charitable medicine. Praise for Medicine and Health
Care in Early Christianity, by Gary B. Ferngren "This fine work looks forward as well
as backward; it invites fuller reflection of the many senses in which medicine and
religion intersect and merits wide readership."â€”JAMA "An important book, for
students of Christian theology who understand health and healing to be topics of
theological interest, and for health care practitioners who seek a historical
perspective on the development of the ethos of their vocation."â€”Journal of
Religion and Health

A History of Jewish-Muslim Relations
Focusing on the figure of the storyteller, this study breaks new ground in the
approach to reading contemporary literature by identifying a growing interest in
storytelling. For the last thirty years contemporary fiction has been influenced by
theoretical discourses, textuality and writing. Only since the rise of postcolonialism
have academic critics been more overtly interested in stories, where high theory
frameworks are less applicable. However, as we move through various
contemporary contexts engaging with postcolonial identities and hybridity, to
narratives of disability and evolutionary accounts of group and individual survival,
a common feature of all is the centrality of story, which posits both the idea of
survival and the passing on of traditions. This book closely examines this
preoccupation with story and storytelling through a close reading of sixteen
contemporary international novels written in English which are about actual
'storytellers', revealing how death of the author has given birth to the storyteller.

The Golden Age of Islam
For over 700 years the international language of science was Arabic. In
Pathfinders, Jim al-Khalili celebrates the forgotten pioneers who helped shape our
understanding of the world. All scientists have stood on the shoulders of giants.
But most historical accounts today suggest that the achievements of the ancient
Greeks were not matched until the European Renaissance in the 16th century, a
1,000-year period dismissed as the Dark Ages. In the ninth-century, however, the
Abbasid caliph of Baghdad, Abu Ja'far Abdullah al-Ma'mun, created the greatest
centre of learning the world had ever seen, known as Bayt al-Hikma, the House of
Wisdom. The scientists and philosophers he brought together sparked a period of
extraordinary discovery, in every field imaginable, launching a golden age of
Arabic science. Few of these scientists, however, are now known in the western
world. Abu Rayhan al-Biruni, a polymath who outshines everyone in history except
Leonardo da Vinci? The Syrian astronomer Ibn al-Shatir, whose manuscripts would
inspire Copernicus's heliocentric model of the solar system? Or the 13th-century
Andalucian physician Ibn al-Nafees, who correctly described blood circulation 400
years before William Harvey? Iraqi Ibn al-Haytham who practised the modern
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scientific method 700 years before Bacon and Descartes, and founded the field of
modern optics before Newton? Or even ninth-century zoologist al-Jahith, who
developed a theory of natural selection a thousand years before Darwin? The West
needs to see the Islamic world through new eyes and the Islamic world, in turn, to
take pride in its extraordinarily rich heritage. Anyone who reads this book will
understand why.

Your Guide to the Islamic Golden Age
Translated for the first time into English here, the Latin was translated in the 12th
century and into Hebrew in 1279. Henceforth the Canon served as the chief guide
to medical science in the West and is said to have influenced Leonardo da Vinci. Its
encyclopedic content, its systematic arrangement and philosophical plan soon
worked its way into a position of pre-eminence in the medical literature of Europe,
displacing the works of Galen and becoming the textbook for medical education in
the schools of Europe. The text was read in the medical schools at Montpellier and
Leuven as late as 1650. Experimental medicine the Canon of Medicine was the first
book dealing with evidence-based medicine, experimental medicine, clinical trials,
randomized controlled trials, efficacy tests, risk factor analysis, and the In
phytotherapy, the Canon introduced the medicinal use of Taxus baccata L. He used
it as a cardiac remedy. This was the first known use of a calcium channel blocker
drug.

Pathfinders
Under the enlightened rule of the Buyid dynasty (945-1055 A.D.) the Islamic world
witnessed an unequalled cultural renaissance. This book is an investigation into the
nature of the environment in which the cultural transformation took place and into
the cultural elite who were its bearers. After an extensive introductory section
setting the stage, the book deals with the main schools and circles and with the
outstanding individual representatives of this renaissance. The main expression of
this renaissance was a philosophical humanism that embraced the scientific and
philosophical heritage of Classical Antiquity as a cultural and educational ideal.
Along with this philosophical humanism, a literary humanism was cultivated by
litterateurs, poets, and government secretaries. This renaissance was marked by a
powerful assertion of individualism in the domains of literary creativity and political
action. It thrived in a remarkably cosmopolitan atmosphere - Baghdad, the center
of the 'Abb?sid empire and of Buyid rule.

Canon of Medicine Complete 5 Volume Set
A myth-shattering view of the Islamic world's myriad scientific innovations and the
role they played in sparking the European Renaissance. Many of the innovations
that we think of as hallmarks of Western science had their roots in the Arab world
of the middle ages, a period when much of Western Christendom lay in intellectual
darkness. Jim al- Khalili, a leading British-Iraqi physicist, resurrects this lost chapter
of history, and given current East-West tensions, his book could not be timelier.
With transporting detail, al-Khalili places readers in the hothouses of the Arabic
Enlightenment, shows how they led to Europe's cultural awakening, and poses the
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question: Why did the Islamic world enter its own dark age after such a dazzling
flowering?

Medieval Islamic Civilization: A-K, index
This endlessly informative history brings the classical Islamic world to life In this
accessibly written history, Amira K. Bennison contradicts the common assumption
that Islam somehow interrupted the smooth flow of Western civilization from its
Graeco-Roman origins to its more recent European and American manifestations.
Instead, she places Islamic civilization in the longer trajectory of Mediterranean
civilizations and sees the ‘Abbasid Empire (750–1258 CE) as the inheritor and
interpreter of Graeco-Roman traditions. At its zenith the ‘Abbasid caliphate
stretched over the entire Middle East and part of North Africa, and influenced
Islamic regimes as far west as Spain. Bennison’s examination of the politics,
society, and culture of the ‘Abbasid period presents a picture of a society that
nurtured many of the “civilized” values that Western civilization claims to
represent, albeit in different premodern forms: from urban planning and
international trade networks to religious pluralism and academic research.
Bennison’s argument counters the common Western view of Muslim culture as
alien and offers a new perspective on the relationship between Western and
Islamic cultures.

The Great Caliphs
A History of Arabic Astronomy is a comprehensive survey of Arabic planetary
theories from the eleventh century to the fifteenth century based on recent
manuscript discoveries. George Saliba argues that the medieval period, often
called a period of decline in Islamic intellectual history, was scientifically speaking,
a very productive period in which astronomical theories of the highest order were
produced. Based on the most recent manuscript discoveries, this book broadly
surveys developments in Arabic planetary theories from the eleventh century to
the fifteenth. Taken together, the primary texts and essays assembled in this book
reverse traditional beliefs about the rise and fall of Arabic science, demonstrating
how the traditional “age of decline” in Arabic science was indeed a “Golden Age”
as far as astronomy was concerned. Some of the techniques and mathematical
theorems developed during this period were identical to those which were
employed by Copernicus in developing his own non-Ptolemaic astronomy.
Significantly, this volume will shed much-needed light on the conditions under
which such theories were developed in medieval Islam. It clearly demonstrates the
distinction that was drawn between astronomical activities and astrological ones,
and reveals, contrary to common perceptions about medieval Islam, the
accommodation that was obviously reached between religion and astronomy, and
the degree to which astronomical planetary theories were supported, and at times
even financed, by the religious community itself. This in stark contrast to the
systematic attacks leveled by the same religious community against astrology. To
students of European intellectual history, the book reveals the technical
relationship between the astronomy of the Arabs and that of Copernicus. Saliba’s
definitive work will be of particular interest to historians of Arabic science as well
as to historians of medieval and Renaissance European science.
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De Materia Medica
The History of Islamic Political Thought offers a full description and an
interpretation of political philosophy from early Islam to the current age of
Fundamentalism (622 AD to 2000 AD). Antony Black takes the same approach as
scholars usually do for the history of Western political thought, examining the
mentality, cultural milieu, and political background of thinkers and statesmen. He
covers the relationship of politics to religion, law, ethics, philosophy, and statecraft,
as expressed through treatises, occasional writings, official rhetoric, popular
slogans, and other evidence of how people thought about authority and order.

Treasury of Muslim Literature
In this sweeping and richly illustrated history, S. Frederick Starr tells the
fascinating but largely unknown story of Central Asia's medieval enlightenment
through the eventful lives and astonishing accomplishments of its greatest
minds--remarkable figures who built a bridge to the modern world. Because nearly
all of these figures wrote in Arabic, they were long assumed to have been Arabs. In
fact, they were from Central Asia--drawn from the Persianate and Turkic peoples of
a region that today extends from Kazakhstan southward through Afghanistan, and
from the easternmost province of Iran through Xinjiang, China. Lost Enlightenment
recounts how, between the years 800 and 1200, Central Asia led the world in trade
and economic development, the size and sophistication of its cities, the refinement
of its arts, and, above all, in the advancement of knowledge in many fields. Central
Asians achieved signal breakthroughs in astronomy, mathematics, geology,
medicine, chemistry, music, social science, philosophy, and theology, among other
subjects. They gave algebra its name, calculated the earth's diameter with
unprecedented precision, wrote the books that later defined European medicine,
and penned some of the world's greatest poetry. One scholar, working in
Afghanistan, even predicted the existence of North and South America--five
centuries before Columbus. Rarely in history has a more impressive group of
polymaths appeared at one place and time. No wonder that their writings
influenced European culture from the time of St. Thomas Aquinas down to the
scientific revolution, and had a similarly deep impact in India and much of Asia.
Lost Enlightenment chronicles this forgotten age of achievement, seeks to explain
its rise, and explores the competing theories about the cause of its eventual
demise. Informed by the latest scholarship yet written in a lively and accessible
style, this is a book that will surprise general readers and specialists alike.

The Role of the Arab-Islamic World in the Rise of the West
Traces the story of the celebrated late-eighth and early ninth caliph from The
Thousand and One Nights against a backdrop of Baghdad's cosmopolitan culture
and its complex influence on the Byzantine Empire and Frankish kingdom of
Charlemagne. By the award-winning author of Wide as the Waters. 35,000 first
printing.
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