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Brief Notes on the Art and Manner of Arranging One's Books
1616
'And yet stories, even the best and truest, can't save us from our own folly. Stories can't protect us from suffering and error,
from natural and artificial catastrophes, from our own suicidal greed. The only thing they can do is offer consolation for
suffering and words to name our experience. Stories can tell us who we are and suggest ways of imagining a future that,
without calling for comfortable happy endings, may offer us ways of remaining alive, together, on this much-abused earth.'
Based on Canada's 2007 CBC Massey Lectures (to be broadcast in Australia by ABC Radio National in April 2008), Alberto
Manguel's The City of Wordstakes a fresh look at the rise of violent intolerance in our societies. We strive to build societies
with sets of values all citizens can agree on. But something has gone wrong- race riots in France, political murder in the
Netherlands, bombings in Britain and Bali - are these symptoms of a multicultural experiment gone awry? Why is it so
difficult for us to live together when the alternatives are demonstrably horrifying? With his trademark wit and erudition,
Alberto Manguel suggests a fresh approach- we should look at what visionaries, poets, novelists, essayists and filmmakers
have to say about building societies. Perhaps the stories we tell hold secret keys to the human heart. From Cassandra to
Jack London, the Epic of Gilgameshto the computer Hal in 2001- A Space Odyssey, Don Quixoteto Atanarjuat- The Fast
Runner, Manguel draws fascinating and revelatory parallels between the personal and political realities of our present-day
world and those of myth, legend and story.

Into The Looking-Glass Wood
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The Polar Express meets The Night at the Museum in this fantastical picture-book adventure about the magic of books and
libraries, perfect for book lovers of all ages! After a young boy goes to sleep upset that he's getting a book for his birthday,
he's visited in the night by Patience and Fortitude, the two stone lions who guard the New York Public Library. Soon, he's
magically whisked away from his cozy home in the Bronx, and the two mighty lions show him the wonder of the library.
There, the inquisitive Latino boy discovers the power of books and their role not only in his own life, but also in the lives of
the people he loves. Raul Colon's gorgeous, rich art creates an immersive world in this book about books, which is sure to
capture the imaginations of kids and adults and inspire them to grab their library cards and dive into the worlds of stories.

All Men Are Liars
In this marvelous book, acclaimed around the world, Alberto Manguel takes us on a fascinating exploration of what it means
to be a reader of books. A History of Reading is a brilliant reminder of why we cherish the act of reading—despite
distractions throughout the ages, from the Inquisition to the lures of cyberspace. He shows us what happens when we read;
who we become; and how reading teaches us how to live. He reminds us that we live in books as well as among them—how
we find our own stories in books, and traces of our lives. He shows us how our reading habits have developed over the
centuries, and how, ever since humans first transcribed their thoughts and deeds on clay and papyrus, the act of reading is
itself a part of being human. Alberto Manguel is a lover of reading, and he brings a lover’s delight and enthusiasm to his
history of reading. His stories take us across a breathtaking range of time and experiences. From the invention of the
reader to Pliny the Younger’s first lip-synch in history; from the moment when Alexander the Great’s conquering army
watched, amazed, as their captain read a letter from his mother—but silently—to himself!—to reading clubs in medieval
France; from the Great Camel Library of the Grand Vizir of Persia, who trained his camels to walk in alphabetical order, to
the ancient delights of bedroom reading and the modern horrors of book burning in Nazi Germany; from cuneiform and
codexes to the invention of printing and to Penguins; from the creation of eyeglasses to the hypnotics of hypertext—the
story of reading is laid open here for our pleasure.

Late Roman Army
Plato's Dialectical Ethics, Gadamer's earliest work, has now been translated into English for the first time. This work,
published in 1931 and reprinted in 1967 and 1982, is still important today, both as one of the most extensive and
imaginative interpretations of Plato's Philebus and as an introduction to Gadamer's thinking, showing how his influential
hermeneutics emerged from his application of his teacher Martin Heidegger's phenomenological method to classical texts
and problems.
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The Dictionary of Imaginary Places
By the award-winning author of A History of Reading "For me, words on a page give the world coherence--Words tell us
what we, as a society, believe the world to be--I believe there is an ethic of reading--a commitment that is both political and
private in the act of turning the pages. And I believe that sometimes, beyond the author's intentions and beyond the
reader's hopes, a book can make us better and wiser." Through personal stories and literary reflections, in a style rich in
humour and gentle erudition, Manguel leads us, the readers, to reflect upon the pleasures and responsibilities of reading,
and the links that exist between the world we live in, and the words we live amongst. Into the Looking-Glass Wood is a
voyage into the subversive heart of words - a voyage fired by the author's humanity and extraordinary breadth of vision.

Other Fires
The language in which we speak about art has become steadily more abstruse, though for thousands of years this was not
the case, Today, we live in a kaleidoscopic new world of images. Is there a vocabulary we can learn in order to read these
images? Is there something we can do so as not to remain passive when we flip through an illustrated book or wander
through a gallery, or are there ways in which we can 'read' the stories within paintings, monumnets, buildings and
sculptures? We say 'every picture tells a story', but does it? Taking a handful of extraordinary images - photagraphed,
painted, built, sculpted - Alberto Manguel explores, with delight and erudition, how each one attempts to tell a story that
we, the viewer, must decipher or invent. Whether delving into the love of life in the twentieth-century world of Joan Mitchell,
or the brutal complexities of Picasso's treatment of his mistress; revisiting the riddles of the past in the fifteenth-century
painting of Robert Campin, or exploring the heartrending life of 'the hairy girl' whose matted fur so astonished sixteenthcentury Italy, he helps us to enjoy and explore the visual landscape we live in.

With Borges
"Not many living artists would be sufficiently brave or inspired to attempt reflecting in art what Borges constructs in words.
But the detailed, evocative etchings by Erik Desmazieres provide a perfect counterpoint to the visionary prose. Like Borges,
Desmazieres has created his own universe, his own definition of the meaning, topography and geography of the Library of
Babel. Printed together, with the etchings reproduced in fine-line duotone, text and art unite to present an artist's book that
belongs in the circle of Borges's sacrosanct Crimson Hexagon - "books smaller than natural books, books omnipotent,
illustrated, and magical.""--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

New Suns: Original Speculative Fiction by People of Color
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Curiosity
“A stunning overview of the nascent modern world through a thematic exploration of the year 1616 . . . with dozens of
fabulous illustrations” (Publishers Weekly, starred review). The early 17th century was a time of enormous change in most
regions of the world. The advent of maritime globalism accelerated the exchange of both good and ideas, and the first
international megacorporations started to emerge as economic powers. In Europe, the deaths of Shakespeare and
Cervantes marked the end of an era in literature. The discoveries of Kepler and Galileo inspired new attitudes that would
lead to an age of revolutions. Great changes were also taking place in East Asia, where the last native Chinese dynasty was
entering its final years and Japan was beginning its long period of warrior rule. Artists there were rethinking their
connections to ancient traditions and experimenting with new directions. Women everywhere were redefining their roles in
family and society. Slave trading was relocating large numbers of people, while others were migrating in search of new
opportunities. The first tourists, traveling not for trade or exploration but for personal fulfillment, were exploring this new
globalized world. Thomas Christensen illuminates this extravagant age by focusing on a single riotous year. Woven with
color images and artwork from the period, 1616 tells the surprising tales of the men and women who set the world on its
tumultuous course toward modernity.

Shadow Libraries
In Buenos Aires, 1964, a blind writer approaches a sixteen-year-old bookstore clerk asking if he would be interested in a
part-time job reading aloud. The writer was Jorge Luis Borges, one of the world's finest literary minds; the boy was Alberto
Manguel, who was later to become an internationally acclaimed author and bibliophile. The young Manguel spent several
years reading aloud and transcribing for the enigmatic Borges. Here he recalls this time with integrity and warmth, offering
us an intimate and moving portrait of one of the great literary luminaries.

The Library at Night
An original look at how literary characters can transcend their books to guide our lives, by one of the world's most eminent
bibliophiles Alberto Manguel, in a style both charming and erudite, examines how literary characters live with us from
childhood on. Throughout the years, they change their identities and emerge from behind their stories to teach us about the
complexities of love, loss, and the world itself. Manguel’s favorite characters include Jim from Huckleberry Finn, Phoebe
from The Catcher in the Rye, Job and Jonah from the Bible, Little Red Riding Hood and Captain Nemo, Hamlet’s mother, and
Dr. Frankenstein’s maligned Monster. Sharing his unique powers as a reader, Manguel encourages us to establish our own
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literary relationships. An intimate preface and Manguel’s own “doodles” complete this delightful and magical book.

Black Water
Inspired by the process of creating a library for his 15th-century home near the Loire, in France, Manguel, the acclaimed
writer on books and reading, has taken up the subject of libraries in this captivating meditation on their meaning and
significance.

A Reader on Reading
Acclaimed for the gemlike perfection of her short stories, Liliana Heker has repeatedly received major literary awards in her
native Argentina. Her work has some of the dark humor of Saki or Roald Dahl, and her versatility and range have earned
her a wide, appreciative audience. This expertly translated volume brings to English-language readers the full compass of
Heker’s stories, from her earliest published volume (1966) through her most recent (2011). Heker rejected exile during the
dangerous Dirty War years and formed part of a cultural resistance that stood against repression. As a writer, she found in
the microcosm of the family and everyday events subtle entry into political, historical, and social issues. Heker’s stories
examine the rituals people invent to relate to one another, especially girls and women, and they reveal how the
consequences of tiny acts may be enormous. With charm, economy, and a close focus on the intimate, Heker has perfected
the art of the glimpse.

Auntie Luce’s Talking Paintings
Alberto Manguel praises the Hungarian writer László Földényi as “one of the most brilliant essayists of our time.” Földényi’s
extraordinary Melancholy, with its profusion of literary, ecclesiastical, artistic, and historical insights, gives proof to such
praise. His book, part history of the term melancholy and part analysis of the melancholic disposition, explores many
centuries to explore melancholy’s ambiguities. Along the way Földényi discovers the unrecognized role melancholy may
play as a source of energy and creativity in a well-examined life. Földényi begins with a tour of the history of the word
melancholy, from ancient Greece to the medieval era, the Renaissance, and modern times. He finds the meaning of
melancholy has always been ambiguous, even paradoxical. In our own times it may be regarded either as a psychic illness
or a mood familiar to everyone. The author analyzes the complexities of melancholy and concludes that its dual nature
reflects the inherent tension of birth and mortality. To understand the melancholic disposition is to find entry to some of the
deepest questions one’s life. This distinguished translation brings Földényi’s work directly to English-language readers for
the first time.
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Melancholy
In the tradition of A History of Reading, this book is an account of Manguel’s astonishment at the variety, beauty and
persistence of our efforts to shape the world and our lives, most notably through something almost as old as reading itself:
libraries. The Library at Night begins with the design and construction of Alberto Manguel’s own library at his house in
western France – a process that raises puzzling questions about his past and his reading habits, as well as broader ones
about the nature of categories, catalogues, architecture and identity. Thematically organized and beautifully illustrated, this
book considers libraries as treasure troves and architectural spaces; it looks on them as autobiographies of their owners
and as statements of national identity. It examines small personal libraries and libraries that started as philanthropic
ventures, and analyzes the unending promise – and defects – of virtual ones. It compares different methods of
categorization (and what they imply) and libraries that have built up by chance as opposed to by conscious direction. In part
this is because this is about the library at night, not during the day: this book takes in what happens after the lights go out,
when the world is sleeping, when books become the rightful owners of the library and the reader is the interloper. Then all
daytime order is upended: one book calls to another across the shelves, and new alliances are created across time and
space. And so, as well as the best design for a reading room and the makeup of Robinson Crusoe’s library, this book dwells
on more "nocturnal" subjects: fictional libraries like those carried by Count Dracula and Frankenstein’s monster; shadow
libraries of lost and censored books; imaginary libraries of books not yet written. The Library at Night is a fascinating
voyage through the mind of one our most beloved men of letters. It is an invitation into his memory and vast knowledge of
books and civilizations, and throughout – though mostly implicitly – it is also a passionate defence of literacy, of the unique
pleasures of reading, of the importance of the book. As much as anything else, The Library at Night reminds us of what a
library stands for: the possibility of illumination, of a better path for our society and for us as individuals. That hope too, at
the close, is replaced by something that fits this personal and eclectic book even better: something more fragile, and
evanescent than illumination, though just as important.

Libraries in the Ancient World
"The starting point is a question," Alberto Manguel writes in the introduction to The Library at Night: since few can doubt
that the universe is ultimately meaningless and purposeless, why do we try to give it order? After all, our efforts are surely
doomed to failure. It’s hard to think of a more profound or serious subject to start with – but The Library at Night, Alberto
Manguel says, is by no means a systematic answer. Rather, it is the story of the search for one. In the tradition of A History
of Reading, this book is an account of Manguel’s astonishment at the variety, beauty and persistence of our efforts to shape
the world and our lives, most notably through something almost as old as reading itself: libraries. The result is both
intimately personal and incredibly wide-ranging: it is a fascinating study of the mysteries of libraries, a thorough analysis of
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their history throughout the world and an esoteric, enchanting celebration of reading. It is, perhaps most of all, a book that
only Alberto Manguel could have written. The Library at Night begins with the design and construction of Alberto Manguel’s
own library at his house in western France – a process that raises puzzling questions about his past and his reading habits,
as well as broader ones about the nature of categories, catalogues, architecture and identity. Exploring these themes with a
deliberately unsystematic brilliance, Manguel takes us to the great Library at Alexandria, and Michelangelo’s Laurentian
Library in Florence; we sit with Jorge Luis Borges in his office at the National Library in Argentina, travel with donkeys
carrying books into the Colombian hinterland, and discover the Fihrist, a chaotic and delightful bibliographic record of
medieval Arab knowledge. There seem to be no limits to Manguel’s learning, or his ability to illuminate his investigations
with magical, telling details from the past. Thematically organized and beautifully illustrated, this book considers libraries as
treasure troves and architectural spaces; it looks on them as autobiographies of their owners and as statements of national
identity. It examines small personal libraries and libraries that started as philanthropic ventures, and analyzes the unending
promise – and defects – of virtual ones. It compares different methods of categorization (and what they imply) and libraries
that have built up by chance as opposed to by conscious direction. Although it is encyclopedic (and discusses encyclopedias
assembled by Diderot and fifteenth-century Chinese scholars alike) and full of concrete historical analysis (including a brief
investigation of the prejudices underlying the Dewey Decimal System) this book is animated throughout by a gentle, even
playful sensibility: it is governed by the browser’s logic of association and pleasure, rather than the rigid lines of scholarly
theory. After all, everything in a library is connected: "As the librarians of Alexandria perhaps discovered, any single literary
moment necessarily implies all others." In part this is because this is about the library at night, not during the day: this book
takes in what happens after the lights go out, when the world is sleeping, when books become the rightful owners of the
library and the reader is the interloper. Then all daytime order is upended: one book calls to another across the shelves,
and new alliances are created across time and space. And so, as well as the best design for a reading room and the makeup
of Robinson Crusoe’s library, this book dwells on more "nocturnal" subjects: fictional libraries like those carried by Count
Dracula and Frankenstein’s monster; shadow libraries of lost and censored books; imaginary libraries of books not yet
written. The Library at Night is a fascinating voyage through the mind of one our most beloved men of letters. It is an
invitation into his memory and vast knowledge of books and civilizations, and throughout – though mostly implicitly – it is
also a passionate defence of literacy, of the unique pleasures of reading, of the importance of the book. As much as
anything else, The Library at Night reminds us of what a library stands for: the possibility of illumination, of a better path for
our society and for us as individuals. That hope too, at the close, is replaced by something that fits this personal and
eclectic book even better: something more fragile, and evanescent than illumination, though just as important. The starting
point is a question. Outside theology and fantastic literature, few can doubt that the main features of our universe are its
dearth of meaning and lack of discernible purpose. And yet, with bewildering optimism, we continue to assemble whatever
scraps of information we can gather in scrolls and books and computer chips, on shelf after library shelf, whether material,
virtual or otherwise, pathetically intent on lending the world a semblance of sense and order, while knowing perfectly well
that, however much we’d like to believe the contrary, our pursuits are sadly doomed to failure. Why then do we do it?
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Though I knew from the start that the question would most likely remain unanswered, the quest seemed worthwhile for its
own sake. This book is the story of that quest. –from The Library at Night From the Hardcover edition.

Digging for Words
Alberto Del Rio is truly a polarizing force in WWE. Born to wrestling royalty, this Mexican Aristocrat stops at nothing to fulfill
his destiny of being the WWE champion. Young readers will experience the ÒEssence of ExcellenceÓ in this exciting title.

Homer's the Iliad and the Odyssey
“There’s nothing new under the sun, but there are new suns,” proclaimed Octavia E. Butler. New Suns: Original Speculative
Fiction by People of Color showcases emerging and seasoned writers of many races telling stories filled with shocking
delights, powerful visions of the familiar made strange. Between this book’s covers burn tales of science fiction, fantasy,
horror, and their indefinable overlappings. These are authors aware of our many possible pasts and futures, authors freed of
stereotypes and clichés, ready to dazzle you with their daring genius. Unexpected brilliance shines forth from every page.
Includes stories by Kathleen Alcala, Minsoo Kang, Anil Menon, Silvia Moreno-Garcia, Alex Jennings, Alberto Yanez, Steven
Barnes, Jaymee Goh, Karin Lowachee, E. Lily Yu, Andrea Hairston, Tobias Buckell, Hiromi Goto, Rebecca Roanhorse,
Indrapramit Das, Chinelo Onwualu and Darcie Little Badger.

A History of Reading
In H.P. Lovecraft's, "The Dunwich Horror", we are told the story of Wilbur Whateley, the son of a deformed albino mother
and an unknown father (alluded to in passing by the mad Old Whateley as "Yog-Sothoth"), and the strange events
surrounding his birth and precocious development. Wilbur matures at an abnormal rate, reaching manhood within a decade.
All the while, his sorcerer grandfather indoctrinates him into certain dark rituals and the study of witchcraft.

A Reading Diary
A gorgeous and inspiring picture book based on the life of José Alberto Gutiérrez, a garbage collector in Bogotá, Colombia
who started a library with a single discarded book found on his route. In the city of Bogata, in the barrio of La Nueva Gloria,
there live two Joses. One is a boy who dreams of Saturdays-- that's the day he gets to visit Paradise, the library. The second
Jose is a garbage collector. From dusk until dawn, he scans the sidewalks as he drives, squinting in the dim light, searching
household trash for hidden treasure . . . books! Some are stacked in neat piles, as if waiting for José́. Others take a bit more
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digging. Ever since he found his first book, Anna Karenina, years earlier, he's been collecting books--thick ones and thin
ones, worn ones and almost new ones-- to add to the collection in his home. And on Saturdays, kids like little Jose run to the
steps of Paradise to discover a world filled with books and wonder. With an evocative text by a debut author, and rich,
stunning illustrations from an up-and-coming Colombian illustrator, here is a celebration of perseverance, community, and
the power of books.

The Making of the October Crisis
In this gorgeously imagined novel, a journalist interviews those who knew—or thought they knew—Alejandro Bevilacqua, a
brilliant, infuriatingly elusive South American writer and author of the masterpiece, In Praise of Lying. But the accounts of
those in his circle of friends, lovers, and enemies become increasingly contradictory, murky, and suspect. Is everyone lying,
or just telling their own subjective version of the truth? As the literary investigation unfolds and a chorus of Bevilacqua’s
peers piece together the fractured reality of his life, thirty years after his death, only the reader holds the power of final
judgment. In All Men Are Liars, Alberto Manguel pays homage to literature’s inventions and explores whether we can ever
truly know someone, and the question of how, by whom, and for what, we ourselves will be remembered.

The City of Words
A powerful, haunting, vivid, and provocative collection of short fiction by Latin American women.

The Traveler, the Tower, and the Worm
While traveling, Manguel was struck by how the novel he was reading seemed to reflect the social chaos of the world he
was living in. He decided to keep a diary of these moments, reading a book a month and recording his observations, which
provides an enthralling adventure in literature and life.

The Library of Babel
Every winter, a young girl flies to Haiti to visit her Auntie Luce, a painter. The moment she steps off the plane, she feels a
wall of heat, and familiar sights soon follow — the boys selling water ice by the pink cathedral, the tap tap buses in the busy
streets, the fog and steep winding road to her aunt’s home in the mountains. The girl has always loved Auntie Luce’s
paintings — the houses tucked into the hillside, colorful fishing boats by the water, heroes who fought for and won the
country’s independence. Through Haiti’s colors, the girl comes to understand this place her family calls home. And when
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the moment finally comes to have her own portrait painted for the first time, she begins to see herself in a new way, tracing
her own history and identity through her aunt’s brush. Includes an author’s note and a glossary.

Does the New Testament Imitate Homer?
This tale of an ambitious inventor in France as the Revolution looms is “brilliantly playful . . . full of lore and lewdness”
(Chicago Tribune). “A portrait of a young mechanical genius in 18th-century France, delivered along with a gallimaufry of
odd and intriguing facts and a rich, lusty picture of society in that time and place.” —Publishers Weekly In France, on the
eve of the Revolution, a young man named Claude Page sets out to become the most ingenious and daring inventor of his
time. Over the course of a career filled with violence and passion, Claude learns the arts of enameling and watchmaking
from an irascible, defrocked abbé, then apprentices himself to a pornographic bookseller and applies his erotic erudition to
the seduction of the wife of an impotent wigmaker. But it is Claude’s greatest device—a talking mechanical head—that both
crowns his career and leads to an execution as tragic as that of Marie Antoinette, and far more bizarre. “Like a joint effort
by Henry Fielding and John Barth” (Chicago Tribune), this “captivating novel” (San Francisco Chronicle) marked the debut of
one of the finest literary artists of our time. “A Case of Curiosities . . . really is brilliant. Also witty, learned, ingenious, sly,
and bawdy.” —Entertainment Weekly “What John Fowles did for the 19th century with The French Lieutenant’s Woman and
Umberto Eco did for the 14th with The Name of the Rose . . . Kurzweil now does for the late 18th century.” —San Francisco
Chronicle

Plato's Dialectical Ethics
Argues that the activity of reading and finding narrative in all things helps to define humankind, and explores the crafts of
reading and writing as well as the links between politics and books.

Fabulous Monsters
A definitive, mind-changing history of the October Crisis and the events leading up to it, publishing in paperback for the
50th anniversary of the Crisis. The first bombs exploded in Montreal in the spring of 1963, and over the next seven years
there were hundreds more bombings, many bank robberies, six murders and, in October 1970, the kidnappings of a British
diplomat and a Quebec cabinet minister. The perpetrators were members of the Front de libération du Québec, dedicated to
establishing a sovereign and socialist Quebec. Half a century on, we should have reached some clear understanding of what
led to the October Crisis. Instead, too much attention has been paid to the Crisis and not enough to the years preceding it.
Most of those who have written about the FLQ have been ardent nationalists, committed sovereigntists or former terrorists.
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They tell us that the authorities should have negotiated with the kidnappers and contend that Jean Drapeau's
administration and the governments of Robert Bourassa and Pierre Trudeau created the October Crisis by invoking the War
Measures Act. Using new research and interviews, D'Arcy Jenish tells the complete story--starting from the spring of 1963.
This gripping narrative by a veteran journalist and master storyteller will change forever the way we view this dark chapter
in Canadian history.

Library: An Unquiet History
"Splendidly articulate, informative and provoking.A book to be savored and gone back to."—Baltimore Sun On the survival
and destruction of knowledge, from Alexandria to the Internet. Through the ages, libraries have not only accumulated and
preserved but also shaped, inspired, and obliterated knowledge. Matthew Battles, a rare books librarian and a gifted
narrator, takes us on a spirited foray from Boston to Baghdad, from classical scriptoria to medieval monasteries, from the
Vatican to the British Library, from socialist reading rooms and rural home libraries to the Information Age. He explores how
libraries are built and how they are destroyed, from the decay of the great Alexandrian library to scroll burnings in ancient
China to the destruction of Aztec books by the Spanish—and in our own time, the burning of libraries in Europe and Bosnia.
Encyclopedic in its breadth and novelistic in its telling, this volume will occupy a treasured place on the bookshelf next to
Baker's Double Fold, Basbanes's A Gentle Madness, Manguel's A History of Reading, and Winchester's The Professor and the
Madman.

Alberto Del Rio
As far as one can tell, human beings are the only species for which the world seems made up of stories, Alberto Manguel
writes. We read the book of the world in many guises: we may be travelers, advancing through its pages like pilgrims
heading toward enlightenment. We may be recluses, withdrawing through our reading into our own ivory towers. Or we may
devour our books like burrowing worms, not to benefit from the wisdom they contain but merely to stuff ourselves with
countless words. With consummate grace and extraordinary breadth, the best-selling author of A History of Reading and
The Library at Night considers the chain of metaphors that have described readers and their relationships to the text-that-isthe-world over a span of four millennia. In figures as familiar and diverse as the book-addled Don Quixote and the pilgrim
Dante who carries us through the depths of hell up to the brilliance of heaven, as well as Prince Hamlet paralyzed by his
learning, and Emma Bovary who mistakes what she has read for the life she might one day lead, Manguel charts the ways
in which literary characters and their interpretations reflect both shifting attitudes toward readers and reading, and certain
recurrent notions on the role of the intellectual: "We are reading creatures. We ingest words, we are made of words. . . . It is
through words that we identify our reality and by means of words that we ourselves are identified."
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Reading Pictures
'A problem of space first of all, then a problem of order' One of the most singular and extravagant imaginations of the
twentieth century, the novelist and essayist Georges Perec was a true original who delighted in wordplay, puzzles,
taxonomies and seeing the extraordinary in the everyday. In these virtuoso writings about books and language, he
discusses different ways of reading, a list of the things he really must do before he dies and the power of words to
overcome the chaos of the world. One of twenty new books in the bestselling Penguin Great Ideas series. This new selection
showcases a diverse list of thinkers who have helped shape our world today, from anarchists to stoics, feminists to
prophets, satirists to Zen Buddhists.

The Library at Night
Describes and visualizes over 1,200 magical lands found in literature and film, discussing such exotic realms as Atlantis,
Tolkien's Middle Earth, and Oz.

Bibliostyle
An eclectic history of human curiosity, a great feast of ideas, and a memoir of a reading life from an internationally
celebrated reader and thinker Curiosity has been seen through the ages as the impulse that drives our knowledge forward
and the temptation that leads us toward dangerous and forbidden waters. The question "Why?" has appeared under a
multiplicity of guises and in vastly different contexts throughout the chapters of human history. Why does evil exist? What
is beauty? How does language inform us? What defines our identity? What is our responsibility to the world? In Alberto
Manguel's most personal book to date, the author tracks his own life of curiosity through the reading that has mapped his
way. Manguel chooses as his guides a selection of writers who sparked his imagination. He dedicates each chapter to a
single thinker, scientist, artist, or other figure who demonstrated in a fresh way how to ask "Why?" Leading us through a full
gallery of inquisitives, among them Thomas Aquinas, David Hume, Lewis Carroll, Rachel Carson, Socrates, and, most
importantly, Dante, Manguel affirms how deeply connected our curiosity is to the readings that most astonish us, and how
essential to the soaring of our own imaginations.

The Night Watchman
Based on the extraordinary life of National Book Award-winning author Louise Erdrich’s grandfather who worked as a night
watchman and carried the fight against Native dispossession from rural North Dakota all the way to Washington, D.C., this
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powerful novel explores themes of love and death with lightness and gravity and unfolds with the elegant prose, sly humor,
and depth of feeling of a master craftsman. Thomas Wazhashk is the night watchman at the jewel bearing plant, the first
factory located near the Turtle Mountain Reservation in rural North Dakota. He is also a Chippewa Council member who is
trying to understand the consequences of a new “emancipation” bill on its way to the floor of the United States Congress. It
is 1953 and he and the other council members know the bill isn’t about freedom; Congress is fed up with Indians. The bill is
a “termination” that threatens the rights of Native Americans to their land and their very identity. How can the government
abandon treaties made in good faith with Native Americans “for as long as the grasses shall grow, and the rivers run”?
Since graduating high school, Pixie Paranteau has insisted that everyone call her Patrice. Unlike most of the girls on the
reservation, Patrice, the class valedictorian, has no desire to wear herself down with a husband and kids. She makes jewel
bearings at the plant, a job that barely pays her enough to support her mother and brother. Patrice’s shameful alcoholic
father returns home sporadically to terrorize his wife and children and bully her for money. But Patrice needs every penny
to follow her beloved older sister, Vera, who moved to the big city of Minneapolis. Vera may have disappeared; she hasn’t
been in touch in months, and is rumored to have had a baby. Determined to find Vera and her child, Patrice makes a fateful
trip to Minnesota that introduces her to unexpected forms of exploitation and violence, and endangers her life. Thomas and
Patrice live in this impoverished reservation community along with young Chippewa boxer Wood Mountain and his mother
Juggie Blue, her niece and Patrice’s best friend Valentine, and Stack Barnes, the white high school math teacher and boxing
coach who is hopelessly in love with Patrice. In the Night Watchman, Louise Erdrich creates a fictional world populated with
memorable characters who are forced to grapple with the worst and best impulses of human nature. Illuminating the loves
and lives, the desires and ambitions of these characters with compassion, wit, and intelligence, The Night Watchman is a
majestic work of fiction from this revered cultural treasure.

The Dunwich Horror
Using a full range of original literary sources, modern Continental scholarship, and current archaeological research, Pat
Southern and Karen R. Dixon provide a stimulating overview of the historical period, the critical changes in the army, and
the way these changes affected the morale of the soldiers.

Please Talk to Me
The unexpected murder in the little Cotswolds town of Colombury has everyone guessing. Before the answers are found
more lives are threatened.

The Night Library
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How students get the materials they need as opportunities for higher education expand but funding shrinks. From the top
down, Shadow Libraries explores the institutions that shape the provision of educational materials, from the formal sector of
universities and publishers to the broadly informal ones organized by faculty, copy shops, student unions, and students
themselves. It looks at the history of policy battles over access to education in the post–World War II era and at the
narrower versions that have played out in relation to research and textbooks, from library policies to book subsidies to,
more recently, the several “open” publication models that have emerged in the higher education sector. From the bottom
up, Shadow Libraries explores how, simply, students get the materials they need. It maps the ubiquitous practice of
photocopying and what are—in many cases—the more marginal ones of buying books, visiting libraries, and downloading
from unauthorized sources. It looks at the informal networks that emerge in many contexts to share materials, from face-toface student networks to Facebook groups, and at the processes that lead to the consolidation of some of those efforts into
more organized archives that circulate offline and sometimes online— the shadow libraries of the title. If Alexandra
Elbakyan's Sci-Hub is the largest of these efforts to date, the more characteristic part of her story is the prologue: the
personal struggle to participate in global scientific and educational communities, and the recourse to a wide array of ad hoc
strategies and networks when formal, authorized means are lacking. If Elbakyan's story has struck a chord, it is in part
because it brings this contradiction in the academic project into sharp relief—universalist in principle and unequal in
practice. Shadow Libraries is a study of that tension in the digital era. Contributors Balázs Bodó, Laura Czerniewicz,
Miroslaw Filiciak, Mariana Fossatti, Jorge Gemetto, Eve Gray, Evelin Heidel, Joe Karaganis, Lawrence Liang, Pedro Mizukami,
Jhessica Reia, Alek Tarkowski

Poor Richard's Almanac
Examines the origins of "The Iliad" and "The Odyssey," the colorful characters and events chronicling the Trojan War and its
aftermath, and the legacy of the works for Western culture.

A Case of Curiosities
div In this provocative challenge to prevailing views of New Testament sources, Dennis R. MacDonald argues that the
origins of passages in the book of Acts are to be found not in early Christian legends but in the epics of Homer. MacDonald
focuses on four passages in the book of Acts, examines their potential parallels in the Iliad, and concludes that the author of
Acts composed them using famous scenes in Homer’s work as a model. Tracing the influence of passages from the Iliad on
subsequent ancient literature, MacDonald shows how the story generated a vibrant, mimetic literary tradition long before
Luke composed the Acts. Luke could have expected educated readers to recognize his transformation of these tales and to
see that the Christian God and heroes were superior to Homeric gods and heroes. Building upon and extending the analytic
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methods of his earlier book, The Homeric Epics and the Gospel of Mark, MacDonald opens an original and promising
appreciation not only of Acts but also of the composition of early Christian narrative in general. /DIV

The Library at Night
"Interior designer Nina Freudenberger, New Yorker writer Sadie Stein, and Architectural Digest photographer Shade Degges
give readers a peek at the private libraries and bookshelves of passionate readers all over the world, including Larry
McMurtry, Silvia Whitman of Shakespeare and Co., Gay and Nan Talese, and Emma Straub. Throughout, gorgeous
photographs of rooms with rare collections, floor-to-ceiling shelves, and stacks upon stacks of books inspire readers to live
better with their own collections"--Amazon.com.
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