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"Secular Cycles elaborates and expands upon the demographic-structural theory
first advanced by Jack Goldstone, which provides an explanation of long-term
oscillations. This book tests that theory's specific and quantitative predictions by
tracing the dynamics of population numbers, prices and real wages, elite numbers
and incomes, state finances, and sociopolitical instability. Turchin and Nefedov
study societies in England, France, and Russia during the medieval and early
modern periods, and look back at the Roman Republic and Empire. Incorporating
theoretical and quantitative history, the authors examine a specific model of
historical change and, more generally, investigate the utility of the dynamical
systems approach in historical applications."--BOOK JACKET.

War and Peace and War
In this wide-ranging and often controversial book, Robert Drews examines the
question of the origins of man's relations with the horse. He questions the belief
that on the Eurasian steppes men were riding in battle as early as 4000 BC, and
suggests that it was not until around 900 BC that men anywhere - whether in the
Near East and the Aegean or on the steppes of Asia - were proficient enough to
handle a bow, sword or spear while on horseback. After establishing when, where,
and most importantly why good riding began, Drews goes on to show how riding
raiders terrorized the civilized world in the seventh century BC, and how central
cavalry was to the success of the Median and Persian empires. Drawing on
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archaeological, iconographic and textual evidence, this is the first book devoted to
the question of when horseback riders became important in combat.
Comprehensively illustrated, this book will be essential reading for anyone
interested in the origins of civilization in Eurasia, and the development of man's
military relationship with the horse.

An Illustrated Guide to Veterinary Medical Terminology
A computer engineer from Silicon Valley employs a powerful thought experiment to
explore the economy of the future. An imaginary "tunnel of lights" is used to
visualize the economic implications of the new technologies that are likely to
appear in the coming years and decades. Challenged are nearly all conventional
views of the future and the danger that lies ahead if we do not plan for the impact
of rapidly advancing technology is illuminated. It also offers unique insights into
how technology will intertwine with globalization to shape the remainder of the
21st century, and explores ways in which the economic realities of the future might
offer new approaches to addressing global challenges such as poverty and climate
change.

A History of Humanity
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While many organizations see the value of creating a just culture they struggle
when it comes to developing it. In this Second Edition, Dekker expands his views,
additionally tackling the key issue of how justice is created inside organizations.
Dekker also introduces new material on ethics and on caring for the' second victim'
(the professional at the centre of the incident). Consequently, we have a natural
evolution of the author's ideas.

This View of Life
Archaeologists have found evidence that as humans entered what we now refer to
as the Upper Paleolithic Era, they started using a whole new toolset. The evidence
suggests that major behavioral shifts also occurred. For example, humans started
making arresting cave paintings and carving statuettes. Scholars refer to these
changes as the Upper Paleolithic Revolution. Readers will learn how archaeologists
use evidence to piece together what life was like during the Upper Paleolithic Era.
Theories about the origins and development of language are also discussed, as are
new discoveries about archaic human admixture with modern humans.

The 10,000 Year Explosion
After chemists crystallised a new chemical for the first time, it became easier and
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easier to crystallise in laboratories all over the world. After rats at Harvard first
escaped from a new kind of water maze, successive generations learned quicker
and quicker. Then rats in Melbourne, Australia learned yet faster. Rats with no
trained ancestors shared in this improvement. Rupert Sheldrake sees these
processes as examples of morphic resonance. Past forms and activities of
organisms, he argues, influence organisms in the present through direct
connections across time and space.Individual plants and animals both draw upon
and contribute to the collective memory of their species. Sheldrake, now Director
of the Perrott-Warwick Project supported by Trinity College, Cambridge,
reinterprets the regularities of nature as being more like habits than immutable
laws. Described as 'the best candidate for burning there has been for many years'
by Nature on first publication, this updated edition will raise hackles and inspire
curiosity in equal measure.

Early Riders
How our collective intelligence has helped us to evolve and prosper Humans are a
puzzling species. On the one hand, we struggle to survive on our own in the wild,
often failing to overcome even basic challenges, like obtaining food, building
shelters, or avoiding predators. On the other hand, human groups have produced
ingenious technologies, sophisticated languages, and complex institutions that
have permitted us to successfully expand into a vast range of diverse
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environments. What has enabled us to dominate the globe, more than any other
species, while remaining virtually helpless as lone individuals? This book shows
that the secret of our success lies not in our innate intelligence, but in our
collective brains—on the ability of human groups to socially interconnect and learn
from one another over generations. Drawing insights from lost European explorers,
clever chimpanzees, mobile hunter-gatherers, neuroscientific findings, ancient
bones, and the human genome, Joseph Henrich demonstrates how our collective
brains have propelled our species' genetic evolution and shaped our biology. Our
early capacities for learning from others produced many cultural innovations, such
as fire, cooking, water containers, plant knowledge, and projectile weapons, which
in turn drove the expansion of our brains and altered our physiology, anatomy, and
psychology in crucial ways. Later on, some collective brains generated and
recombined powerful concepts, such as the lever, wheel, screw, and writing, while
also creating the institutions that continue to alter our motivations and
perceptions. Henrich shows how our genetics and biology are inextricably
interwoven with cultural evolution, and how culture-gene interactions launched our
species on an extraordinary evolutionary trajectory. Tracking clues from our
ancient past to the present, The Secret of Our Success explores how the evolution
of both our cultural and social natures produce a collective intelligence that
explains both our species' immense success and the origins of human uniqueness.

The Lights in the Tunnel
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A deeply researched international history and "exemplary study" (New York Times
Book Review) of how a divided world ended and our present world was fashioned,
as the world drifts toward another great time of choosing. Two of America's leading
scholar-diplomats, Philip Zelikow and Condoleezza Rice, have combed sources in
several languages, interviewed leading figures, and drawn on their own firsthand
experience to bring to life the choices that molded the contemporary world.
Zeroing in on the key moments of decision, the might-have-beens, and the human
beings working through them, they explore both what happened and what could
have happened, to show how one world ended and another took form. Beginning in
the late 1970s and carrying into the present, they focus on the momentous period
between 1988 and 1992, when an entire world system changed, states broke
apart, and societies were transformed. Such periods have always been
accompanied by terrible wars -- but not this time. This is also a story of individuals
coping with uncertainty. They voice their hopes and fears. They try out desperate
improvisations and careful designs. These were leaders who grew up in a
"postwar" world, who tried to fashion something better, more peaceful, more
prosperous, than the damaged, divided world in which they had come of age. New
problems are putting their choices, and the world they made, back on the
operating table. It is time to recall not only why they made their choices, but also
just how great nations can step up to great challenges. Timed for the thirtieth
anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, To Build a Better World is an authoritative
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depiction of contemporary statecraft. It lets readers in on the strategies and
negotiations, nerve-racking risks, last-minute decisions, and deep deliberations
behind the dramas that changed the face of Europe -- and the world -- forever.

Figuring Out the Past
The rapid evolutionary development of modern Homo sapiens over the past
200,000 years is a topic of fevered interest in numerous disciplines. How did
humans, while undergoing few physical changes from their first arrival, so quickly
develop the capacities to transform their world? Gary Tomlinson’s Culture and the
Course of Human Evolution is aimed at both scientists and humanists, and it makes
the case that neither side alone can answer the most important questions about
our origins. Tomlinson offers a new model for understanding this period in our
emergence, one based on analysis of advancing human cultures in an evolution
that was simultaneously cultural and biological—a biocultural evolution. He places
front and center the emergence of culture and the human capacities to create it, in
a fashion that expands the conceptual framework of recent evolutionary theory.
His wide-ranging vision encompasses arguments on the development of music,
modern technology, and metaphysics. At the heart of these developments, he
shows, are transformations in our species’ particular knack for signmaking. With its
innovative synthesis of humanistic and scientific ideas, this book will be an
essential text.
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Ultra Society
David Sloan Wilson, one of the world’s leading evolutionists, addresses a question
that has puzzled philosophers, psychologists, and evolutionary biologists for
centuries: Does altruism exist naturally among the Earth’s creatures? The key to
understanding the existence of altruism, Wilson argues, is by understanding the
role it plays in the social organization of groups. Groups that function like
organisms indubitably exist, and organisms evolved from groups. Evolutionists
largely agree on how functionally organized groups evolve, ending decades of
controversy, but the resolution casts altruism in a new light: altruism exists but
shouldn’t necessarily occupy center stage in our understanding of social behavior.
After laying a general theoretical foundation, Wilson surveys altruism and grouplevel functional organization in our own species—in religion, in economics, and in
the rest of everyday life. He shows that altruism is not categorically good and can
have pathological consequences. Finally, he shows how a social theory that goes
beyond altruism by focusing on group function can help to improve the human
condition in a practical sense. Does Altruism Exist? puts old controversies to rest
and will become the center of debate for decades to come.

The Fracturing of the American Corporate Elite
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A bold, epic account of how the co-evolution of psychology and culture created the
peculiar Western mind that has profoundly shaped the modern world. Perhaps you
are WEIRD: raised in a society that is Western, Educated, Industrialized, Rich, and
Democratic. If so, you’re rather psychologically peculiar. Unlike much of the world
today, and most people who have ever lived, WEIRD people are highly
individualistic, self-obsessed, control-oriented, nonconformist, and analytical. They
focus on themselves—their attributes, accomplishments, and aspirations—over
their relationships and social roles. How did WEIRD populations become so
psychologically distinct? What role did these psychological differences play in the
industrial revolution and the global expansion of Europe during the last few
centuries? In The WEIRDest People in the World, Joseph Henrich draws on cuttingedge research in anthropology, psychology, economics, and evolutionary biology
to explore these questions and more. He illuminates the origins and evolution of
family structures, marriage, and religion, and the profound impact these cultural
transformations had on human psychology. Mapping these shifts through ancient
history and late antiquity, Henrich reveals that the most fundamental institutions
of kinship and marriage changed dramatically under pressure from the Roman
Catholic Church. It was these changes that gave rise to the WEIRD psychology that
would coevolve with impersonal markets, occupational specialization, and free
competition—laying the foundation for the modern world. Provocative and
engaging in both its broad scope and its surprising details, The WEIRDest People in
the World explores how culture, institutions, and psychology shape one another,
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and explains what this means for both our most personal sense of who we are as
individuals and also the large-scale social, political, and economic forces that drive
human history. Include black-and-white illustrations.

Demopolis
Humans possess an extraordinary capacity for culture, from the arts and language
to science and technology. But how did the human mind—and the uniquely human
ability to devise and transmit culture—evolve from its roots in animal behavior?
Darwin’s Unfinished Symphony presents a captivating new theory of human
cognitive evolution. This compelling and accessible book reveals how culture is not
just the magnificent end product of an evolutionary process that produced a
species unlike all others—it is also the key driving force behind that process. Kevin
Laland tells the story of the painstaking fieldwork, the key experiments, the false
leads, and the stunning scientific breakthroughs that led to this new understanding
of how culture transformed human evolution. It is the story of how Darwin’s
intellectual descendants picked up where he left off and took up the challenge of
providing a scientific account of the evolution of the human mind.

The Science of Human Evolution
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Like Jared Diamond in Guns, Germs, and Steel, Peter Turchin in War and Peace and
War uses his expertise in evolutionary biology to make a highly original argument
about the rise and fall of empires. Turchin argues that the key to the formation of
an empire is a society’s capacity for collective action. He demonstrates that high
levels of cooperation are found where people have to band together to fight off a
common enemy, and that this kind of cooperation led to the formation of the
Roman and Russian empires, and the United States. But as empires grow, the rich
get richer and the poor get poorer, conflict replaces cooperation, and dissolution
inevitably follows. Eloquently argued and rich with historical examples, War and
Peace and War offers a bold new theory about the course of world history.

Cannibalism
Argues that blind faith in reason has resulted in problems in every phase of social
life, suggests reason is an administrative method rather than a moral force, and
proposes some solutions.

Just Culture
Many historical processes are dynamic. Populations grow and decline. Empires
expand and collapse. Religions spread and wither. Natural scientists have made
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great strides in understanding dynamical processes in the physical and biological
worlds using a synthetic approach that combines mathematical modeling with
statistical analyses. Taking up the problem of territorial dynamics--why some
polities at certain times expand and at other times contract--this book shows that a
similar research program can advance our understanding of dynamical processes
in history. Peter Turchin develops hypotheses from a wide range of social, political,
economic, and demographic factors: geopolitics, factors affecting collective
solidarity, dynamics of ethnic assimilation/religious conversion, and the interaction
between population dynamics and sociopolitical stability. He then translates these
into a spectrum of mathematical models, investigates the dynamics predicted by
the models, and contrasts model predictions with empirical patterns. Turchin's
highly instructive empirical tests demonstrate that certain models predict empirical
patterns with a very high degree of accuracy. For instance, one model accounts for
the recurrent waves of state breakdown in medieval and early modern Europe. And
historical data confirm that ethno-nationalist solidarity produces an aggressively
expansive state under certain conditions (such as in locations where imperial
frontiers coincide with religious divides). The strength of Turchin's results suggests
that the synthetic approach he advocates can significantly improve our
understanding of historical dynamics.

Peter Turchin, Ultrasociety: How 10, 000 Years of War Made
Page 13/33

Download Ebook Ultrasociety How 10000 Years Of War Made Humans The
Greatest Cooperators On Earth
Humans the Greatest Cooperators on Earth (Chaplin, CT:
Beresta Books, 2015), 274 Pp. ISBN: 978-0-99613-953-3.
$18.95 Pbk, $9.95 EPub; Kindle
Have humans always fought and killed each other, or did they peacefully coexist
until organized states developed? Is war an expression of human nature or an
artifact of civilization? Questions about the origins and inherent motivations of
warfare have long engaged philosophers, ethicists, and anthropologists as they
speculate on the nature of human existence. In How War Began, author Keith F.
Otterbein draws on primate behavior research, archaeological research, and data
gathered from the Human Relations Area Files to argue for two separate origins.
He identifies two types of military organization: one that developed two million
years ago at the dawn of humankind, wherever groups of hunters met, and a
second that developed some five thousand years ago, in four identifiable regions,
when the first states arose and proceeded to embark upon military conquests. In
careful detail, Otterbein marshals evidence for his case that warfare was possible
and likely among early Homo sapiens. He argues from comparison with other
primates, from Paleolithic rock art depicting wounded humans, and from rare
skeletal remains embedded with weapon points to conclude that warfare existed
and reached a peak in big game hunting societies. As the big game disappeared,
so did warfare--only to reemerge once agricultural societies achieved a degree of
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political complexity that allowed the development of professional military
organizations. Otterbein concludes his survey with an analysis of how despotism in
both ancient and modern states spawns warfare. A definitive resource for
anthropologists, social scientists, and historians, How War Began is written for all
who areinterested in warfare, whether they be military buffs or those seeking to
understand the past and the present of humankind. --Publlisher.

The Darwin Economy
"For most of the approximately 200,000 years that our species has existed, we
shared the planet with at least four other types of humans. They were smart, they
were strong, and they were inventive. Neanderthals even had the capacity for
spoken language. But, one by one, our hominid relatives went extinct. Why did we
thrive? In delightfully conversational prose and based on years of his own original
research, Brian Hare, professor in the department of evolutionary anthropology
and the Center for Cognitive Neuroscience at Duke University, and his wife
Vanessa Woods, a research scientist and award-winning journalist, offer a
powerful, elegant new theory called "self-domestication" which suggests that we
have succeeded not because we were the smartest or strongest but because we
are the friendliest. This explanation flies in the face of conventional wisdom. Since
Charles Darwin wrote about "evolutionary fitness," scientists have confused fitness
with strength, tactical brilliance, and aggression. But what helped us innovate
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where other primates did not is our knack for coordinating with and listening to
others. We can find common cause and identity with both neighbors and strangers
if we see them as "one of us." This ability makes us geniuses at cooperation and
innovation and is responsible for all the glories of culture and technology in human
history. But this gift for friendliness comes at cost. If we perceive that someone is
not "one of us," we are capable of unplugging them from our mental network.
Where there would have been empathy and compassion, there is nothing, making
us both the most tolerant and the most merciless species on the planet. To
counteract the rise of tribalism in all aspects of modern life, Hare and Woods
argue, we need to expand our empathy and friendliness to include people who
aren't obviously like ourselves. need to expand our empathy and friendliness to
include people who aren't obviously like ourselves. Brian Hare's groundbreaking
research was developed in close collaboration with Richard Wrangham and Michael
Tomasello, giants in the field of cognitive evolution. Survival of the Friendliest
explains both our evolutionary success and our potential for cruelty in one stroke
and sheds new light onto everything from genocide and structural inequality to art
and innovation"--

Ages of Discord
Are mass violence and catastrophes the only forces that can seriously decrease
economic inequality? To judge by thousands of years of history, the answer is yes.
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Tracing the global history of inequality from the Stone Age to today, Walter
Scheidel shows that it never dies peacefully. The Great Leveler is the first book to
chart the crucial role of violent shocks in reducing inequality over the full sweep of
human history around the world. The “Four Horsemen” of leveling—massmobilization warfare, transformative revolutions, state collapse, and catastrophic
plagues—have repeatedly destroyed the fortunes of the rich. Today, the violence
that reduced inequality in the past seems to have diminished, and that is a good
thing. But it casts serious doubt on the prospects for a more equal future. An
essential contribution to the debate about inequality, The Great Leveler provides
important new insights about why inequality is so persistent—and why it is unlikely
to decline anytime soon.

Rule Makers, Rule Breakers
It is widely understood that Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution completely
revolutionized the study of biology. Yet, according to David Sloan Wilson, the
Darwinian revolution won’t be truly complete until it is applied more broadly—to
everything associated with the words “human,” “culture,” and “policy.” In a series
of engaging and insightful examples—from the breeding of hens to the timing of
cataract surgeries to the organization of an automobile plant—Wilson shows how
an evolutionary worldview provides a practical tool kit for understanding not only
genetic evolution but also the fast-paced changes that are having an impact on our
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world and ourselves. What emerges is an incredibly empowering argument: If we
can become wise managers of evolutionary processes, we can solve the problems
of our age at all scales—from the efficacy of our groups to our well-being as
individuals to our stewardship of the planet Earth.

Voltaire's Bastards
An Illustrated Guide to Veterinary Medical Terminology, Third Edition provides a
visual approach to learning medical terms and understanding the basics of
veterinary medicine. A systematic process of breaking down medical terms into
their component parts allows readers to comprehend the root medical concepts
and apply critical thinking skills when faced with new and unfamiliar medical
terminology. Chapters progress from basic terminology related to anatomical
positioning to body systems, and then to species- specific terminology. Case
studies exemplify how medical terminology would be experienced in an actual
veterinary practice. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product
description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.

Darwin's Unfinished Symphony
Human evolution explains how we have found ourselves in the wrong place at the
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wrong time. Issues of modern living; depression, obesity, and environmental
destruction, can be understood in relation to our evolutionary past. This book
shows how an awareness of this past and its relation to the present can help limit
their impact on the future.

Survival of the Friendliest
A thought-provoking collection of essays and interviews delves deeply into the
issues surrounded biotechnology and genetic engineering, with contributions from
Wendell Berry, Richard Strohman, Stuart Newman, and many others. 15,000 first
printing.

Inside Inequality in the Arab Republic of Egypt
What was history's biggest empire? Or the tallest building of the ancient world?
What was the plumbing like in medieval Byzantium? The average wage in the
Mughal Empire? Where did scientific writing first emerge? What was the bloodiest
ever ritual human sacrifice? We are used to thinking about history in terms of
stories. Yet we understand our own world through data: cast arrays of statistics
that reveal the workings of our societies. In Figuring Out the Past, radical historians
Peter Turchin and Dan Hoyer dive into the numbers that reveal the true shape of
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the past, drawing on their own Seshat project, a staggeringly ambitious attempt to
log every data point that can be gathered for every society that has ever existed.
This book does more than tell the story of humanity: it shows you the big picture,
by the numbers.

Does Altruism Exist?
This textbook provides a collection of case studies in paleoanthropology
demonstrating the method and limitations of science. These cases introduce the
reader to various problems and illustrate how they have been addressed
historically. The various topics selected represent important corrections in the
field, some critical breakthroughs, models of good reasoning and experimental
design, and important ideas emerging from normal science.

The Paleolithic Revolution
A celebrated social psychologist offers a radical new perspective on cultural
differences that reveals why some countries, cultures, and individuals take rules
more seriously and how following the rules influences the way we think and act. In
Rule Makers, Rule Breakers, Michele Gelfand, “an engaging writer with intellectual
range” (The New York Times Book Review), takes us on an epic journey through
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human cultures, offering a startling new view of the world and ourselves. With a
mix of brilliantly conceived studies and surprising on-the-ground discoveries, she
shows that much of the diversity in the way we think and act derives from a key
difference—how tightly or loosely we adhere to social norms. Just as DNA affects
everything from eye color to height, our tight-loose social coding influences much
of what we do. Why are clocks in Germany so accurate while those in Brazil are
frequently wrong? Why do New Zealand’s women have the highest number of
sexual partners? Why are red and blue states really so divided? Why was the
Daimler-Chrysler merger ill-fated from the start? Why is the driver of a Jaguar more
likely to run a red light than the driver of a plumber’s van? Why does one spouse
prize running a tight ship while the other refuses to sweat the small stuff? In search
of a common answer, Gelfand spent two decades conducting research in more
than fifty countries. Across all age groups, family variations, social classes,
businesses, states, and nationalities, she has identified a primal pattern that can
trigger cooperation or conflict. Her fascinating conclusion: behavior is highly
influenced by the perception of threat. “A useful and engaging take on human
behavior” (Kirkus Reviews) with an approach that is consistently riveting, Rule
Makers, Ruler Breakers thrusts many of the puzzling attitudes and actions we
observe into sudden and surprising clarity.

God Is Watching You
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The Great Leveler
This book covers the contextual and taxonomic diversity of cannibalism and
explains its costs, benefits, and consequences for a taxonomically broad
distribution of species from lower eukaryotes to higher primates. The emerging
picture challenges the view that cannibalism is either abnormal behaviour or an
infrequent addition to the predator's usual diet.

Made Not Born
The Greeks of the classical age invented not only the central idea of Western
politics--that the power of state should be guided by a majority of its citizens--but
also the central act of Western warfare, the decisive infantry battle. Instead of
ambush, skirmish, maneuver, or combat between individual heroes, the Greeks of
the fifth century b.c. devised a ferocious, brief, and destructive head-on clash
between armed men of all ages. In this bold, original study, Victor Davis Hanson
shows how this brutal enterprise was dedicated to the same outcome as
consensual government--an unequivocal, instant resolution to dispute. The
Western Way of War draws from an extraordinary range of sources--Greek poetry,
drama, and vase painting, as well as historical records--to describe what actually
took place on the battlefield. It is the first study to explore the actual mechanics of
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classical Greek battle from the vantage point of the infantryman--the brutal spearthrusting, the difficulty of fighting in heavy bronze armor which made it hard to
see, hear and move, and the fear. Hanson also discusses the physical condition
and age of the men, weaponry, wounds, and morale. This compelling account of
what happened on the killing fields of the ancient Greeks ultimately shows that
their style of armament and battle was contrived to minimize time and life lost by
making the battle experience as decisive and appalling as possible. Linking this
new style of fighting to the rise of constitutional government, Hanson raises new
issues and questions old assumptions about the history of war.

To Build a Better World
What did democracy mean before liberalism? What are the consequences for our
lives today? Combining history with political theory, this book restores the core
meaning of democracy as collective and limited self-government by citizens. That,
rather than majority tyranny, is what democracy meant in ancient Athens, before
liberalism. Participatory self-government is the basis of political practice in
'Demopolis', a hypothetical modern state powerfully imagined by award-winning
historian and political scientist Josiah Ober. Demopolis' residents aim to establish a
secure, prosperous, and non-tyrannical community, where citizens govern as a
collective, both directly and through representatives, and willingly assume the
costs of self-government because doing so benefits them, both as a group and
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individually. Basic democracy, as exemplified in real Athens and imagined
Demopolis, can provide a stable foundation for a liberal state. It also offers a
possible way forward for religious societies seeking a realistic alternative to
autocracy.

The Western Way of War
Humanity's embrace of openness is the key to our success. The freedom to explore
and exchange - whether it's goods, ideas or people - has led to stunning
achievements in science, technology and culture. As a result, we live at a time of
unprecedented wealth and opportunity. So why are we so intent on ruining it?
From Stone Age hunter-gatherers to contemporary Chinese-American relations,
Open explores how across time and cultures, we have struggled with a constant
tension between our yearning for co-operation and our profound need for
belonging. Providing a bold new framework for understanding human history,
bestselling author and thinker Johan Norberg examines why we're often
uncomfortable with openness - but also why it is essential for progress. Part
sweeping history and part polemic, this urgent book makes a compelling case for
why an open world with an open economy is worth fighting for more than ever.

The Quest for Evolutionary Socialism
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The Quest for Evolutionary Socialism studies the interaction between social
democratic politics and socialist ideals.

Historical Dynamics
Humanity today functions as a gigantic, world-encompassing system. Renowned
world historian, Patrick Manning traces how this human system evolved from Homo
Sapiens' beginnings over 200,000 years ago right up to the present day. He
focuses on three great shifts in the scale of social organization - the rise of
syntactical language, of agricultural society, and today's newly global social
discourse - and links processes of social evolution to the dynamics of biological and
cultural evolution. Throughout each of these shifts, migration and social diversity
have been central, and social institutions have existed in a delicate balance,
serving not just their own members but undergoing regulation from society.
Integrating approaches from world history, environmental studies, biological and
cultural evolution, social anthropology, sociology, and evolutionary linguistics,
Patrick Manning offers an unprecedented account of the evolution of humans and
our complex social system and explores the crises facing that human system
today.

Culture and the Course of Human Evolution
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Argues that ecologist Charles Darwin's understanding of competition describes
economic reality far more accurately than economist Adam Smith's theories ever
did.

Open
Resistance to malaria. Blue eyes. Lactose tolerance. What do all of these traits
have in common? Every one of them has emerged in the last 10,000 years.
Scientists have long believed that the “great leap forward” that occurred some
40,000 to 50,000 years ago in Europe marked end of significant biological
evolution in humans. In this stunningly original account of our evolutionary history,
top scholars Gregory Cochran and Henry Harpending reject this conventional
wisdom and reveal that the human species has undergone a storm of genetic
change much more recently. Human evolution in fact accelerated after civilization
arose, they contend, and these ongoing changes have played a pivotal role in
human history. They argue that biology explains the expansion of the IndoEuropeans, the European conquest of the Americas, and European Jews' rise to
intellectual prominence. In each of these cases, the key was recent genetic
change: adult milk tolerance in the early Indo-Europeans that allowed for a new
way of life, increased disease resistance among the Europeans settling America,
and new versions of neurological genes among European Jews. Ranging across
subjects as diverse as human domestication, Neanderthal hybridization, and IQ
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tests, Cochran and Harpending's analysis demonstrates convincingly that human
genetics have changed and can continue to change much more rapidly than
scientists have previously believed. A provocative and fascinating new look at
human evolution that turns conventional wisdom on its head, The 10,000 Year
Explosion reveals the ongoing interplay between culture and biology in the making
of the human race.

The Secret of Our Success
Abstract : Peter Turchin, Ultrasociety: How 10, 000 Years of War Made Humans the
Greatest Cooperators on Earth (Chaplin, CT: Beresta Books, 2015), 274 pp. ISBN:
978-0-99613-953-3. $18.95 pbk, $9.95 ePub; Kindle.

New Science of Life
This book joins four papers prepared in the framework of the Egypt inequality
study financed by the World Bank. The first paper prepared by Sherine AlShawarby reviews the studies on inequality in Egypt since the 1950s with the
double objective of illustrating the importance attributed to inequality through time
and of presenting and compare the main published statistics on inequality. To our
knowledge, this is the first time that such a comprehensive review is carried. The
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second paper prepared by Branko Milanovic turns to the global and spatial
dimensions of inequality. The objective here is to put Egypt inequality in the global
context and better understand the origin and size of spatial inequalities within
Egypt using different forms of measurement across regions and urban and rural
areas. The Egyptian society remains deeply divided across space and in terms of
welfare and this study unveils some of the hidden features of this inequality. The
third paper prepared by Paolo Verme studies facts and perceptions of inequality
during the period 2000-2009, the period that preceded the Egyptian revolution.
The objective of this part is to provide some initial elements that could explain the
apparent mismatch between inequality measured with household surveys and
inequality aversion measured by values surveys. No such study has been carried
out before in the Middle-East and North-Africa (MENA) region and this seemed a
particular important and timely topic to address in the light of the unfolding
developments in the Arab region. The fourth paper prepared by Sahar El Tawila,
May Gadallah and Enas Ali A. El-Majeed assesses the state of poverty and
inequality among the poorest villages of Egypt. The paper attempts to explain the
level of inequality in an effort to disentangle those factors that derive from
household abilities from those factors that derive from local opportunities. This is
the first time that such study is conducted in Egypt. The book should be of interest
to any observer of the political and economic evolution of the Arab region in the
past few years and to poverty and inequality specialists that wish to have a deeper
understanding of the distribution of incomes in Egypt and other countries in the
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MENA region.

Minds Make Societies
A scientist integrates evolutionary biology, genetics, psychology, economics, and
more to explore the development and workings of human societies. “There is no
good reason why human societies should not be described and explained with the
same precision and success as the rest of nature.” Thus argues evolutionary
psychologist Pascal Boyer in this uniquely innovative book. Integrating recent
insights from evolutionary biology, genetics, psychology, economics, and other
fields, Boyer offers precise models of why humans engage in social behaviors such
as forming families, tribes, and nations, or creating gender roles. In fascinating,
thought-provoking passages, he explores questions such as: Why is there conflict
between groups? Why do people believe low-value information such as rumors?
Why are there religions? What is social justice? What explains morality? Boyer
provides a new picture of cultural transmission that draws on the pragmatics of
human communication, the constructive nature of memory in human brains, and
human motivation for group formation and cooperation. “Cool and captivating…It
will change forever your understanding of society and culture.”—Dan Sperber, coauthor of The Enigma of Reason “It is highly recommended…to researchers firmly
settled within one of the many single disciplines in question. Not only will they
encounter a wealth of information from the humanities, the social sciences and the
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natural sciences, but the book will also serve as an invitation to look beyond the
horizons of their own fields.”—Eveline Seghers, Evolutionary Studies in Imaginative
Culture

How War Began
Critics warn that corporate leaders have too much influence over American politics.
Mark Mizruchi worries they exert too little. American CEOs have abdicated their
civic responsibilities in helping the government address national challenges, with
grave consequences for society. A sobering assessment of the dissolution of
America’s business class.

Ancestral Roots
WE ARE ON THE WRONG TRACK Seventy percent of Americans (and counting) think
so. The real wage of a US worker today is less than it was 40 years ago-but there
are four times as many multimillionaires. As inequality grows, the politics become
more poisonous. Every year, more and more Americans go on shooting sprees,
killing strangers and passers-by-and now, increasingly, representatives of the
state. Troubling trends of this kind are endlessly discussed by public intellectuals
and social scientists. But mostly, they talk about only a small slice of the overall
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problem. After all, how on earth can yet another murderous rampage have
anything to do with polarization in Congress? And is there really a connection
between too many multimillionaires and government gridlock? Historical analysis
shows that long spells of equitable prosperity and internal peace are succeeded by
protracted periods of inequity, increasing misery, and political instability. These
crisis periods-"Ages of Discord"-have recurred in societies throughout history.
Modern Americans may be disconcerted to learn that the US right now has much in
common with the Antebellum 1850s and, more surprisingly, with ancien regime
France on the eve of the French Revolution. Can it really be true that there is
nothing new about our troubled time, and that similar ages arise periodically for
similar underlying reasons? Ages of Discord marshals Structural-Demograpic
Theory and detailed historical data to show that this is, indeed, the case. The book
takes the reader on a roller-coaster ride through American history, from the Era of
Good Feelings of the 1820s to our first Age of Discord, which culminated in the
American Civil War, to post-WW2 prosperity and, finally, to our present, second
Age of Discord."

The WEIRDest People in the World
The willingness to believe in some kind of payback or karma remains nearly
universal. Retribution awaits those who commit bad deeds; rewards await those
who do good. Johnson explores how this belief has developed over time, and how it
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has shaped the course of human evolution.
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